
 

  

 

I’m so glad we had this time together 
 
In March 2023, I met with Bishop Skelton to discuss the 
transition that would take place at Christ Church with 
the arrival of a new rector. I informed her that I would 
offer my resignation to the rector and then take a leave 
of absence for 3 to 6 months so that the parish and rec-
tor could have time to get to know each other without 
my being present. This seemed to be a good and ap-
proved plan. 
 
Then a few weeks ago, the canon to the ordinary (the 
priest responsible for personnel matters in the diocese) 
sent me a document entitled a Letter of Separation 
which indicated that I would need to be separate from 
the parish for one entire year (12 months), with the pro-
viso that  the new rector, in consultation with the bish-
op, can shorten that period if needed. This was a sur-
prise to Bishop Skelton and to me. Keep in mind that 
Bishop Skelton, new to the diocese, was not familiar 
with year-long separations. Indeed, our wardens, Chris-
ti McCarren and Truman Coggins, met with the canon 
and the bishop, asking that the original plan should 
stand. But this was not to be. 
 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 

• Advent II 
Adult Formation, OPOP Meeting 
Esoterics Concert, 
December 10 

• Monastic Ecological Wisdom, 
December 12 

• Choir Rehearsal, NA Meeting, 
December 14 

• NW Repertory Singers Concert, 
December 16 

• Advent III 
Greening Parish Meeting, 
NW Repertory Singers Concert, 
December 17 

• Vestry Meeting, December 19 

• Winter Solstice and First Flaring 
December 20 

• Choir Rehearsal, NA Meeting, 
December 21 

• Advent IV 
Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist, 
4:00pm and 9:00pm 

 
 

Christ Church follows guidance published by the CDC, the Washington Dept. of Health, and the Tacoma-Pierce Co. Health 
Dept. These guidelines may change based on new evidence or new protocols issued by public health authorities. We respect 
everyone’s ability to make the best decisions for themselves, including when to wear a mask, while honoring our Christian 
commitment to protect others through our actions. Christ Church will continue to provide face masks and hand sanitizer. 
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Our baptismal commitment calls us to pray for the world and the 
needs of our community, including those who are experiencing any 
sort of trouble, illness, or grief. 
 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; 
in the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us 
and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, 
and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Bring comfort and healing to those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit:  

for Mark Morris; Chaundra Pospychala; Carolyn Guppy; Bill Garriott; 

Mary Smiley;  Elaine Stafford;  Pam Vidan; Jeremy Bacon; Judy Cullen; 

Sonsaray; Robert Reeves; Cameron Frisch; Robyn Potter; Miri Hindes; 

and Dick Gregory. 
 

We commend to your mercy those who have died:  

Gary Crippen; Mary Ann Altman; George Trachier; and the many who 

have perished in the Middle East. 
 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:    
St. James, Cathlamet • St. Timothy, Chehalis 

Anglican Cycle of Prayer:  

The Church of Pakistan (United) 
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Please visit our website at Christchurchtacoma.org to connect to newsletter links and previous editions. 

Christ Church Calendar  
 

To submit an article to the Christ Church Weekly, contact the Parish Administrator.  
Articles must be submitted by Tuesdays to be included in the Friday edition, and may be edited.  

We never share your information outside the church family. 

Land Acknowledgement   We gather at 310 North K Street.  Let us give thanks to the Creator for the 
Puyallup and Nisqually people on whose ancestral land this church and many of our homes stand.  Their 

descendants live among us still.  For their wise stewardship of the creation, we offer our gratitude.  May we 
never forget that their land was taken by force and broken treaty. 

NEED HELP?? 

To add to our  

prayer list, email the 

Parish Administrator  
before Friday, or the Rec-
tor from Friday through 

the weekend.  If sub-
mitting a name other 

than your own, please ask 
permission from that per-
son first.  Names remain 

on the list for four weeks, 
unless renewed by the 

one who submitted them. 

In a pastoral emergency, 
please contact 
 Fr. Torvend. 

Christ Church Prayer List 

 
View the  

September Budget  
Report 
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Continued from page 1. 

So, I have signed the Letter of Separation as 
have our senior warden and treasurer.   This 
means that the annual meeting on February 
4, 2024, will mark my departure from Christ 
Church and it will be the last day on which 
Christi McCarren, who has labored mightily 
for the parish over the past few years, will 
serve as senior warden. I have let Mother 
Maria know that should  she  want a priest 
for adult formation in the near future, I 
would be happy to return to Christ Church to 
serve in this capacity - the one in which I was 
originally retained.  
 
I will continue to serve at Christ Church 
through December 2023, and during January 
2024, I will be assisting Mother Maria in her 
transition to the parish. Indeed, we have had 
three lengthy and productive meetings to discuss 
worship and pastoral care. And, she has asked me 
to organize and schedule adult formation events 
from January through early May - a task to which I 
will attend in December and January.  

 

 

 

 

You bring forth wine 

to the gladden the heart 
Living in a wine culture, the psalmist knew that 
wine is a gift from God, a gift to be used wisely 
and joyfully. It is also our spiritual drink through 
which we encounter the Presence of the crucified 
and risen Christ and receive the spiritual energy 
he offers us. You are welcome to bring a bottle or 
two of ruby port to church and hand it to an usher 
as you enter the narthex.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
Advent II, December 10 
8:30 a.m. Contemplative Eucharist 
10:30 a.m. Choral Eucharist 
 
Advent III, December 17 
8:30 a.m. Contemplative Eucharist 
10:30 a.m. Choral Eucharist 
 
Advent IV, December 24 
10:30 a.m. Choral Eucharist 
 
Christmas Eve 
Sunday, December 24 
4:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist 
9:00 p.m. Carols and Anthems with the Christ 
Church Choir 
9:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist, with incense 
 
Christmas Day 
Monday, December 25 
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

Worship and Formation 



 

  

 

 

 

We had a great time preparing and delivering a sort-
of Thanksgiving dinner for our veteran friends at FOB 
Hope.  I say “sort-of” because we decided that they 
would be sick of turkey by the Monday after 
Thanksgiving, so we went in a very different direction 
and served lasagna!  They were happy we did – our 
guess was correct.  Last Monday was a rainy, cold 
night so the lasagna was much appreciated.  And, as 
happens every month, we had many desserts to 
share with them.  This month, we were joined by 
Rich Wegener for both cooking and delivering; we 
always appreciate new people!  
 ~Deacon Donna Arellano 
 

 
 

Book signing and presentation 
Tuesday, December 12, 7 PM in Wells Hall 
Greening Practices From the Monastery to Us 
Join Fr. Torvend for a short presentation on his latest book, Monastic 
Ecological Wisdom: A Living Tradition, the first book published in English 
that reveals how monastic environmental practices can help us live in 
harmony with the natural world. And to add to this festive moment, adult 
beverages and treats will be served. Copies of the book will be available 
for purchase at $20. Bring that Jackson 
with you! 
 

 

 

Christmas Flower Donations 
If you would like to make a donation toward our Christmas Flowers, 
please fill out this form, (also available in the church) and put it with 
your check for any amount in the collection plate or mail to the church 
office at 310 North K Street, Tacoma, WA  98403.  Forms received by 
noon on Tuesday, December 19 will be printed in the Christmas bulletin. 
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Pledges Received so far:  63 

Total Amount:                   $328,646 

Goal:                              $400,000 

 
Our next Third Friday concert will be Friday, 
December 15, at 12:10pm, featuring organist 
Jonathan Wohlers in a concert of music by J. S. 
Bach, Buxtehude, Scheidemann, and more. 
 

Jonathan is the Director of Music at Trinity Lutheran Church 
here in Tacoma, and has been a contingent faculty member 
and Visiting University Organist at Pacific Lutheran 
University.  Donations will be gratefully accepted at the 
door. 
 

 

 

Episcopal Church Women 
Epiphany Luncheon  

January 6, 2024 at 9:30 am 
Cost:  $15 
Registration begins at 9:30am in the church entryway; the Liturgy starts at 
10:00am.  Luncheon will begin in Wells Hall following the Liturgy. 
 
Please make reservations by January 3rd by talking to Roxy Giddings in 
person, by phone at 253.537.3075, or by email. 
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“One Word: Plastics” 
If, like me, you are old enough 
to remember the 1967 film The Graduate, you may 
recall that the most prescient line is uttered by a 
minor character, Mr. McGuire (Walter Brooke), 
who counsels the fledgling businessman Benjamin 
Braddock (Dustin Hoffman): “I just want to say one 
word to you: …plastics…There’s a great future in 
plastics.” (Clip here). 
 
Mr. McGuire may not have envisioned the ubiquity 
and toxicity of plastics today, but his notion of the 
profit potential of this deadly material, born of fos-
sil fuel production and retiring to our waters, soil, 
and the very tissues of plants and animals, has 
surely been realized: companies use cheap (for 
them) plastic materials to keep their own costs low 
(and profits high), while contributing to global 
heating, poisoning our environment, and off- 
 

 
 
 
 
loading the costs of disposal 
and recycling to consumers, 
taxpayers, and local govern-

ments. That is not creation care! 
 
Some national and state governments are mandat-
ing that companies take responsibility for their 
own plastic pollution, for example, the recent New 
York State Packaging Reduction & Recycling Infra-
structure Act. Learn more here. 
 
In the meantime, we consumers can use fewer sin-
gle-use plastics by making different packaging 
choices and using the products of companies like 
Blueland, Free the Ocean, and the Tacoma Soap 
Refillery. Please consider the environmental cost 
of shipping. 
~Elizabeth L. Keathley 
 

 

The Esoterics:  

Shadows & Sun 

A calendar of light 

Sunday, December 10 

7:30pm 

Tickets: $25 at the door, $20 
advance purchase. 
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Community 

The Northwest Repertory Singers will be performing “Sing Noel,” their 

2023 Christmas concert here at Christ Church on Saturday, December 16 at 

7:30pm, and Sunday, December 17, at 3:00pm.  Tickets are available online 

or at the door. 
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Christ Episcopal Church 

 

310 North K Street 

Tacoma, Washington 98403 

 

p: 253.383.1569 

info@christchurchtacoma.org 

christchurchtacoma.org 
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Sunday Worship at Christ Episcopal Church, Tacoma 
December 10, 2023  

8:30am Holy Eucharist in the Chapel 
10:30am Holy Eucharist in the Church and 

 
Bulletin for 10:30am 

Visit Christchurchtacoma.org/calendar  
Online Daily/Weekly Devotion information: 

Forward Day by Day  |  Episcopal Church Weekly Reflection 

Worship at Christ Church The Daily Office 
at Christ Church 

 
 Monday 9:00am* 

Morning Prayer 

 Tuesday 7:30am* 
Lectio Divina 

 Thursday 7:30am* 
Morning Prayer 

*zoom link available at 
  christchurchtacoma.org/

TO: 

 

https://www.christchurchtacoma.org
https://christchurchtacoma.org/service-bulletins/
http://christchurchtacoma.org/calendar
https://prayer.forwardmovement.org/home
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/bulletins/bulletin-insert-the-feast-of-st-peter-and-st-paul-june-26-2022/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6yg4IxxtnZm6Xw4HiDDF4g
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86582373597?pwd=dUdUNzVxWVZqZ2ltQ2RSQ2Fjdy9WUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87318276727?pwd=RDlUdGVFNEk5a1d4UFI0ajgwb3RzZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89660593062?pwd=NTFIZGpEUGQyb21qYVVma3IvVUxOQT09
http://christchurchtacoma.org/calendar

