
 

  

 

Any concerns about who we welcome? 
 
At some point in the near future, the people of Christ Church 
will gather with the bishop and the newly-appointed rector 
for “The Celebration of a New Ministry” (BCP 559). The bishop 
will ask the gathered assembly: “Will you who witness this 
new beginning support and uphold this priest in their minis-
try?” The people are invited to respond with the words, “We 
will.” One trusts that such a response will be both sincere and 
fulsome. 
 

Of course, we don’t know who that person will be. But it’s 
worth keeping in mind that the Episcopal Church now counts 
among its clergy persons who would not have been likely can-
didates for public ministry in 1969, the year when our “new” 
church was dedicated on K Street: women: some single, some 
divorced, some married; Asian, Black, Hispanic, and Pacific Is-
lander women; gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender clergy: 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
• Funeral Service, Ann Simon, 

August 12 

• Adult Formation: A Greening Church, 
OPOP Meeting, August 13 

• Vestry Meeting, August 15 

• NA Meeting, August 17 

• Third Friday Concert, August 18 

• Tacoma Contra Dance, August 19 

• Wellspring Ensemble Concert, 
August 20 

• CSLT Meeting, August 22 

• NA Meeting, August 24 

• Hilltop Street Fair, August 26 
 

 
 

 

We strongly encourage masking during worship, mindful that we worship among people who need added 

protection.  Masking not only protects us but also our neighbors. 

continued on page 3 



 

  

 

Our baptismal commitment calls us to pray for the world and the 
needs of our community, including those who are experiencing any 
sort of trouble, illness, or grief. 
 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; 
in the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us 
and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, 
and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Members and Friends of our Community: 

Dee Schoenfeld; Cameron Frisch; Al Buck; Robyn Potter; Leslie Brooks; 

Barbara Pasi; Tammy Hess and Family, Patty Botkin; Miri Hindes; Christina 

Amos; Dick Gregory; Stephen Behr; and Danielle Olsson.  

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:    
St. Germain, Hoodsport • St. Benedict’s, Lacey • St. Mark’s, Montesano  

Anglican Cycle of Prayer:  
Iglesia Anglicana de Chile 
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Christ Church Calendar  
 

To submit an article to the Christ Church Weekly, contact the Parish Administrator.  
Articles must be submitted by Tuesdays to be included in the Friday edition, and may be edited.  

We never share your information outside the church family. 
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Land Acknowledgement   We gather at 310 North K Street.  Let us give thanks to the Creator for the 
Puyallup and Nisqually people on whose ancestral land this church and many of our homes stand.  Their 

descendants live among us still.  For their wise stewardship of the creation, we offer our gratitude.  May we 
never forget that their land was taken by force and broken treaty. 

NEED HELP?? 

To add to our  

prayer list, email the 

Parish Administrator.  If 

submitting a name other 

than your own, please ask 

permission from that per-

son first.  Names remain 

on the list for four weeks, 

unless renewed by the 

one who submitted them. 

In a pastoral emergency, 

please contact 

 Fr. Torvend. 

Christ Church Prayer List 

 
View the  

June Budget  
Report 

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
http://www.facebook.com/episcopal-news-service-260131260715544/
http://www.facebook.com/episcopal-news-service-260131260715544/
http://www.ecww.org/
http://www.bishoprickel.com/
christchurchtacoma.org
https://www.christchurchtacoma.org/calendar
mailto:administrator@christchurchtacoma.org
mailto:administrator@christchurchtacoma.org
mailto:samuel@christchurchtacoma.org
https://christchurchtacoma.org/newsletter-links/
https://christchurchtacoma.org/newsletter-links/
https://christchurchtacoma.org/newsletter-links/
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some single, some divorced, 
some married; clergy with 
some form of physical chal-
lenge - and a mix of the pre-
ceding in one person. 
 
The process for discerning 
and then nominating a candi-
date for vestry and episcopal 
approval is carried out in se-
cret in order to protect the 
applicants’ privacy and dimin-
ish any form of pressure from 
parish members, staff, and 
current clergy. The Search 
Committee’s long process will 
culminate in one public an-
nouncement made by the sen-
ior warden. 
 
Will we be ready to welcome 
such an announcement in 
light of the great diversity of 
identities and orientations 
alive in our church?  
 
 

The Sermon on the Mount 

and Care for Creation 
The Sermon on the Mount in the 
Gospel of Matthew hinges on a 
choice. At the heart of the sermon, 
Jesus gives us a stark either/or: 
“You cannot serve both God and 
mammon” (Matthew 6:24). Here 
he tells us that we can put our trust 
in the accumulation of wealth and 
work toward that end – or we can 
put our trust in God our Creator 

and thereby serve God’s purposes 
for Creation. To bring home this 
contrast, Jesus compares the ar-
chetypal king, “Solomon in all his 
glory,” with the glory of Creation, 
summed up in the beauty of the 
wildflowers of the countryside: 
“Learn from the lilies of the field, 
how they grow; they neither toil 
nor spin” (Matthew 6:28-29). In 
this comparison, Solomon and the 
trappings of his royal wealth stand 
out as shabby shadows next to the 
splendor of God’s created order. 
With this comparison, the priority 
of the Creation is woven into Jesus’ 
call to us to trust and serve the Cre-
ator in the Sermon on the Mount. 
~Don Johnson 
 
 

 

Sunday, August 13 
12 Noon in the Parish Library 

Growing a Greening 

Parish 
In light of our July meeting with 
Keah Callucie from Earth Ministry, 
we will begin to organize our 
greening energies in light of our 
parish model: worship, formation, 
and service. Join Fr. Torvend as we 
consider the various ways in which 
we can actually make a difference 
in this time of climate change.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, August 20 

Worship Committee 
Members of the Worship Commit-
tee will meet in the Parish Library 
after the 10:30 Holy Eucharist. 

 

 

Sunday, September 3 
6:30 pm 

Monthly Reading Group 
The Monthly Reading Group will 

meet at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday, Sep-

tember 3, at the home of King and 

Dee Schoenfeld to discuss Rabbi 

Jesus by Bruce Chilton, New Testa-

ment scholar and Episcopal priest.  

Note that there will be no meeting 

in August.   

Questions? Contact Don Johnson.   
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Worship, and Formation 

Continued on page 4. 

mailto:weddjohnson@msn.com


 

  
 

Can you help a neighbor? 
Our Christ Church member, Leslie Brooks, is 

eager to come to church, at least once a 

month, for the Sunday 10:30 Holy Eucharist.  

Leslie uses a collapsible walker and does not 

drive.  Would you be able to giver her a ride 

from her Fircrest home once a month?  If so, 

please contact Deborah as soon as possible 

at the church office.  Thank you. 

 

Help with Poster Delivery 
Are you available to take event posters to 
area businesses and churches?  Please con-
tact the office.  Thank you! 

 

Food Packs Live Again 
--- A reminder today that the food packs in 
those quart-sized plastic bag will be found 
on the stage every week during coffee hour. 
Feel free to take a couple to have handy 
when you see someone in need.   
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Service and Community 

August 
20th at 4:00pm 

Christ Episcopal Church 

The Little Pantry 
That little structure on K Street is a sign of love and actual caring about those in need if 
food. We rarely see anyone taking the food, but what does that matter? It's so easy to help. 
Will you bring something this week?   

mailto:administrator@christchurchtacoma.org
mailto:administrator@christchurchtacoma.org


 

  

The Jewelry Ministry of 

Leslie Brooks 
Christ Church member and ancho-
rite, Leslie Brooks, continues to 
create works of beauty for mem-
bers and friends of Christ Church: 
rosaries, prayer beads, book 
marks, earrings, and bracelets. 
Leslie only asks that clients pay for 
materials; the labor of creating 
commissioned jewelry is her free 
offering to the parish. Leslie has 
created jeweled works of art for 
those who have lost a loved one, for those 
experiencing sickness or surgery, for the 
newly-baptized, for birthdays, weddings 
and the anniversary of a marriage, and for 
those who find in a rosary or 
prayer beads a meaningful 
way to pray. Interested in 
discussing a commissioned 
work of art?   
Email Leslie here.  
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Save the Date!  Join Episcopalians from across the 

Diocese at this exciting new event open to everyone! Gain 

new resources and support, and spend time learning from 

and networking with churches from every corner of West-

ern Washington!  

Convene 2023 will feature multiple workshop sessions 

throughout this day-long opportunity for learning and connection, preparing us all for the 

future of our communities, helping us discover (and rediscover!) new ideas, and giving us 

the time and space to share information about programs and ministry opportunities. 

September 30th, at Everett Community College.  More information to come! 

 
 
 
 
 

Community 

mailto:dianetyler.5570@gmail.com
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Summer Update from the Senior Warden – August 9, 2023 
With summer beginning to wind down, I find myself looking ahead to a new season.  The same is true for our 

parish community.   

 

Over the past two years, we have realistically faced our financial challenges and are making good progress.  

The Vestry set a target of increasing our space rentals to $50,000 in 2023.  I believe we will achieve that goal.  

Last December, your generosity allowed us to complete needed repairs and cosmetic improvements to 

Wells Hall.  This work was a turning point for us financially and psychologically: we could now use Wells Hall 

to our benefit.  This week Deborah Breneman, our Parish Administrator, and I looked back at our rental his-

tory from 2022 to 2023.  That work is summarized below.   

 

Comparison of 2022 to 2023 (Full Year 2022, July 2023 YTD with calendared events to Year End 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does the chart express? What’s important in this analysis is the dramatic shift we have seen in office 

space rentals to those involving arts-related groups.  At the end of 2022, MultiCare notified us they were ter-

minating their lease of the second floor of Trinity House early.  This was a financial blow as MultiCare con-

tributed 79% to our overall rentals at that point in time.  As you can see in the table above, in 2023, office 

space rentals make up 26% of our income while other rentals have increased to almost 74%.  This is exactly 

what we were attempting to accomplish in 2023: we have made up for the loss of the MultiCare lease.   

 

Looking ahead. Let’s be clear: the current state of rentals won’t be enough to assure our success in future 

years.  We will need more income year over year to cover increasing expenses and inflation.  The best way to 

accomplish that is through the addition of rentals that bring in greater income per event.  The Vestry has tar-

geted wedding receptions over the next 12 months, as this will not require additional staff. However, we will 

incur marketing expense to do this.  The adage that sometimes you have to spend money to make money is 

true in this situation.  In 2024, we will follow with weddings and other receptions as we have funds available 

to complete all the remaining construction and cosmetic repairs.   

 

 

  2022   2023 

# of Rentals 36   65 

Total Revenue $43,652   $44,373 

        

% Office Space 79.4%   26.4% 

% All Others 20.6%   73.6% 

Community 
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So what does all of this mean for us as a parish community?  Simply put, it means access to our spaces will 

be significantly affected.  Renters have expectations that must be met.  And we need rental income.  A good 

example is what is occurring right now with Tacoma City Ballet renting Wells Hall.  It is unavailable to us 

Monday through Friday during the day to early evening.  Access to the kitchen to set up for the monthly 

Evening Prayer at Table could not be done several hours in advance as was our practice.  We had to adapt, 

and we did.  Every rental contract is different.   

 

Coordination. As such, we need one point of contact for all space needs both within and outside our com-

munity.  That person is Deborah Breneman, our Parish Administrator.  No one else has the big picture of 

what is happening within our buildings as does Deborah.  Please do not assume that just because “we did 

something last year,” we will be able to do it that same way this year.  Again, Deborah is the central contact 

point, not me, not other staff members, not vestry members, or any other parish member. 

 

I feel positive about our future.  We have done well this year in setting a new course.  I am grateful to all of 

you for your support and enthusiasm.  We have become more visible in Tacoma and our reputation has been 

greatly enhanced.  This doesn’t happen without an engaged and committed community. 

 

God’s Blessings, 

~Christi McCarren, Senior Warden 

 

The Tacoma City Ballet at Christ Church 

Community 

Students enjoy lunch in the Courtyard (below) 

Striking a pose near Trinity House (above) 



 

  

Sunday Worship at Christ Episcopal Church, Tacoma 
August 13, 2023  

8:30am Holy Eucharist in Trinity Chapel 
10:30am Holy Eucharist in the Church and 

 
Bulletin for 10:30am 

Christ Episcopal Church 

 

310 North K Street 

Tacoma, Washington 98403 

 

p: 253.383.1569 

info@christchurchtacoma.org 

christchurchtacoma.org 

The Daily Office 
at Christ Church 
 Monday 9:00am* 

Morning Prayer 

 Tuesday 7:30am* 
Lectio Divina 

 Thursday 7:30am* 
Morning Prayer 

 Saturday 9:00am 
Morning Prayer 

*zoom link available at 
  christchurchtaco-
ma.org/calendar 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

 

TO: 

 

Worship at Christ Church 

https://christchurchtacoma.org/service-bulletins/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6yg4IxxtnZm6Xw4HiDDF4g
https://www.christchurchtacoma.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86582373597?pwd=dUdUNzVxWVZqZ2ltQ2RSQ2Fjdy9WUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87318276727?pwd=RDlUdGVFNEk5a1d4UFI0ajgwb3RzZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89660593062?pwd=NTFIZGpEUGQyb21qYVVma3IvVUxOQT09
http://christchurchtacoma.org/calendar
http://christchurchtacoma.org/calendar

