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A Message from Fr. Samuel Torvend 

Just Before Winter Solstice 
 

I received this Epiphany poem from Christ Church member and 
distinguished poet, Lynn Martin, on the feast of the Epiphany 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, January 6, 2023. Ever sensitive to the 
natural seasons of the year, Lynn invites the reader to consider 
the power of light. The poem is printed with her permission. 
 
When the wind finally quiets itself, 
high seas wash back out 
to where they belong, 
and then the lengthening darkness 
requires a patience born of suffering. 
 
In a little while, the one you love will not be here. 
In a little while, the one you love will be here. 
 
Is what the dead know like a blossoming plum tree? 
 
Wait for evening’s disclosure, 
its silent answer, 
of more dark, more dark, more fecund dark 
where tulips are being born. 
 
Is everything in the universe a gift? 
 
Here comes winter camellia’s red buds for the snow to kiss. 
Here comes darkness to be pierced by intelligible light. 
 
Maybe, when the terrible visits, 
you’ll break the fall of the falling. 
Maybe you’ll begin to love 
apple trees in the rain. 
Maybe, you’ll love 
whatever the light touches. 
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Upcoming Events 
• Adult Formation: The Land is in 

the Church, January 22 

• Adult Formation: Anglican 
Spirituality in the PNW, 
January 23 

• CSLT Meeting, January 24 

• Wells Hall Work Party, January 28 

• Parish Potluck Lunch, January 29 

• Annual Meeting, February 5 

• Secular Book Club, February 10 

 

 

 
 

 Christ Church Parish  •  Friday, January 20, 2023 

We strongly encourage masking during worship, mindful that we worship among people who need added 

protection.  Masking not only protects us but also our neighbors. 

 Click Here to Donate 

to the Deck the Halls 

(Wells Hall) 

Capital Campaign 

https://christchurchtacoma.org/giving/
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Need Help?? 

To add to our prayer list, email the 

Parish Administrator.  If submitting 

a name other than your own, 

please ask permission from that 

person first.  Names remain on the 

list for four weeks, unless renewed 

by the one who submitted them. 

In a pastoral emergency, please 

contact Fr. Torvend. 

Parish Help Team: Errands run, 

groceries, meals provided, medica-

tion pickup, vaccination transporta-

tion, etc., contact Deacon Gen Gre-

well or call her cellphone at 

360.280.5593. You may speak with 

a deacon on Sunday at the 10:30am 

Holy Eucharist. 

Our baptismal commitment calls us to pray for the world and the 
needs of our community, including those who are experiencing any 
sort of trouble, illness, or grief. 
 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; 
in the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us 
and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, 
and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Members and Friends of our Community: 
John Marklin; Shannon Marklin; Miri Hindes; Christina Amos; Roby and 
Marie Dodd; Dick Gregory; Lois Garriott; Stephen Behr; Christinna Olsson; 
Melissa Glick, Ginny Peterson; Elin Gratton; Morrie Stafford; and Jim 
Pierson.  
 
Those who have died in Christ, who holds us in life and death, and all 

who grieve for them: Barbara Bertolin; Doralin Burrows; Therese Day; 

Andre Radandt, Leilani Ordway; and Jessie Van Vorhis. 
 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:    

Holy Cross, Redmond • St. Clare’s, Snoqualmie  

Anglican Cycle of Prayer:  
The Church of North India (United) 

Christ Church Prayer List 

Episcopal News Service • Episcopal Church 
on Facebook • Diocese of Olympia 

  Bishop Rickel’s Blog 

 

Christ Episcopal Church, Tacoma Weekly Newsletter 
The Rev. Samuel Torvend, Priest for Worship, Adult Formation, and Pastoral Care 

Deborah Hope Breneman,  Editor/Design and Layout 

The Weekly is a publication of Christ Episcopal Church, Tacoma. 

 

Please visit our website at Christchurchtacoma.org to connect to newsletter links and previous editions. 

Christ Church Calendar  
 

To submit an article to the Christ Church Weekly, contact the Parish Administrator.  

Articles must be submitted by Tuesdays to be included in the Friday edition, and may be edited.  

We never share your information outside the church family. 

Land Acknowledgement   We gather at 310 North K Street.  Let us give thanks to the Creator for the 
Puyallup and Nisqually people on whose ancestral land this church and many of our homes stand.  Their 

descendants live among us still.  For their wise stewardship of the creation, we offer our gratitude.  May we 
never forget that their land was taken by force and broken treaty. 

 
View the  

November Budget  
Report 
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Worship  
Worship 101 
It is the most amazing thing to stand at the 
altar and hear the assembly singing with 
one voice, a singing ably supported by choir 
and organ or piano. At times, I’ve stopped 
singing in order to listen to the people sing-
ing, to listen to you singing. Indeed, church-
es are one of the very places in American 
society where people can sing together.  
 
The pleasure of singing the national anthem 
with others, mostly strangers, has been 
snatched away from people gathered for a 
sporting event. At one Mariners’ game, my 
sister and I began to sing the anthem, when 
a person standing in front of us turned 
around and in no uncertain terms told us to 
KEEP QUIET so that they could hear the war-
bling “singer” on the field belt out the an-
them on our behalf. Well, in a clearly passive
-aggressive mode, this comment prompted 
us to sing all the louder as others around us 
joined in singing an anthem that is not al-
ways that easy to sing. We’re now told to 
shut up and listen to the “entertainer” sing 
for us - something no democracy should 
sanction. After all, singing is one of the most 
democratic and egalitarian art forms alive: 
whether we sing well or a little off-key, each 
of us has the potential for our voice to be 
heard. And who wants their voice silenced? 
 
What helps with our singing in church? Stand 
up if possible or sit up - not hunched over: 
this allows lungs and throat to open up. 
Hold the hymnal or worship program up so 
that your voice projects out over the top of 
it. When hymnal or program is held lower, 
your voice, unfortunately, is singing to the 
floor. Holding the program or hymnal just 
below chin level, allows your lungs to sup-
port your voice in singing. The organ or pi-

ano is leading us in singing and part of the 
musician’s task is to provide the slightest 
pause in accompaniment so that we can 
breathe in before singing the next few 
words. Take a breath.  
 
Singing together is one the spiritual practic-
es that brings us together. It is a form of 
communal or common prayer: no one, espe-
cially the Creator who created you and your 
voice, is judging the quality of your singing. 
Sing what you can, letting your singing be 
offered with others for others. It is one sim-
ple way in which we support each other. 
And what of the days when you’re not up to 
it? Well, let your neighbors in church simply 
carry you that day with their song. On an-
other day, you’ll be able to return the favor 
and support them with your voice. Visitors 
to Christ Church have commented on the 
quality of congregational singing. It is one of 
the very attractive dimensions of our wor-
ship and common life. 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, January 22 
The Land is in the Church 
At the conclusion of the 10:30 Holy Eucha-
rist, fetch a cup of coffee or tea in Wells Hall 
and then join Fr. Torvend in the church as 
we explore the various ways in which our 
local ecology  - our land and water and 
more—is present in the space where we 
worship:  a follow up from our discussion of 
monastic ecological wisdom. 
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Mondays, January 23 
Anglican Spirituality 
in the Pacific Northwest 
In Fall 2022, we explored the 
influence of regional culture on 
church life in the Pacific North-
west. Indeed, portions of those 
presentations have informed 
our soon-to-be-released Parish 
Profile. Now we look to core values in 
Anglican spirituality and how those val-
ues and practices might speak to the 
spiritual hungers of our regional culture. 
We’ll gather on Zoom at 7 PM. For those 
interested in participating in what will be 
an enlightening discussion of our distinc-
tive spirituality, send an email to Fr. 
Torvend. In the subject heading of your 
email, type Anglican PNW. You will then 
receive the essay and Zoom link. 
  

Sunday, February 19 
 at 6:30pm   
Monthly Reading Group  
Meet at the home of Don and Wanda 
Johnson to discuss In the Upper Country: 
A Novel by Kai Thomas. Newcomers are 
welcome! Questions? 
 Contact Don Johnson.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Godly Play, our  

Children’s Formation, is 

now every Sunday through 

mid-June.  Thanks to Ann 

Welton and David Pierce for 

their assistance with this 

Montessori-based Sunday 

School program. Meet in the 

Narthex at 10:30 am to travel to Wells 

Hall together on Sundays. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wells Hall Work Party  

Saturday, January 28th from 
9:00am-2:00pm 
  
Come join the fun as we “spruce up” 
Wells Hall. 
 
We have had a great 
response to our work 
party request and are 
looking forward to all 
that we will be able to 
accomplish.  At this 
point, we need 
more muscle to help us move furniture 
and junk from “Down Below.”  I have 
rented a 17 ft. U-Haul to make several 
trips to the dump.  We have been gather-
ing and storing items for decades.  We 
are way overdue for a massive purge!! 
  
Bring your work gloves! 
~Christi McCarren, Senior Warden 
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Community 
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Weekly Altar Flower Donations 

Available 
Please sign up in the Narthex to donate to 

our altar flower fund.  Your donation to-

ward our altar flowers allows us to have 

beautiful floral arrangements each week. 

 

Living Situation Needed 
One of our congregation members has 

called to inform us that her landlord is ready 

to move her out of her apartment, along 

with her little dog. 

 

She is asking if anyone at Christ Church can 

help find a room for her for a few days, and 

then an apartment.  Please contact Fr. 

Torvend if you have any information about 

a possibility. 

 

Office Volunteers Needed 
We have a vacancy in our afternoon Parish 

Office volunteer schedule and are 

wondering if YOU would like to join 

our team! 

 

We have availability Mondays, Tues-

days, and Wednesdays, any time be-

tween 1:00pm and 4:00pm.  You 

would not need to be here the whole 

time if that doesn’t work for you. 

 

No particular skills necessary! Thank 

you for considering, 

~Deborah Breneman,  

Parish Administrator,  

with 

Pam Vidan, Cynthia Anthony, and 

Susan Manning 

 

 

 

Funeral Eucharist for 

Barbara Bertolin 
The Funeral Eucharist for Barbara Bertolin, 

mother of Christ Church member and chor-

ister, Jane Bertolin, will take place on Satur-

day, January 21, 4:00 PM, at Good Shepherd 

Episcopal Church, 345 South 312th Street in 

Federal Way. Christ Church members and 

friends are warmly invited to join Jane and 

family for this liturgy.  

 

Second Bann: The Parish Annual Meeting 

will take place on Sunday, February 5, 2023, 

immediately after the 10:30 Holy Eucharist, 

in Wells Hall. In order to have a quorum to 

conduct business, we encourage all mem-

bers of the parish to mark the date and par-

ticipate in the meeting. A light lunch will be 

served. 

 

 

 

Service 
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Sunday Worship at Christ Episcopal Church, Tacoma 
January 22, 2023: 

8:30am Holy Eucharist in Trinity Chapel, 
10:30am Holy Eucharist in the Church and 

 
Bulletin for 10:30am 

Visit Christchurchtacoma.org/calendar for weekday Morning Prayer, 
Lectio Divina, and Conversation & Compline Service Schedule 

 
Online Daily/Weekly Devotion information: 

Forward Day by Day  |  Episcopal Church Weekly Reflection 

Worship at Christ Church 

Christ Episcopal Church 

 

310 North K Street 

Tacoma, Washington 98403 

 

p: 253.383.1569 

info@christchurchtacoma.org 

christchurchtacoma.org 

Daily Office at Christ 
Church 

 Monday 9:00am* 
Morning Prayer 

 Tuesday 7:30am* 
Lectio Divina 

 Thursday 7:30am* 
Morning Prayer 

 Saturday 9:00am 
 Morning Prayer 

*zoom link available at 
  christchurchtacoma.org/
calendar 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

 

TO: 

 

https://christchurchtacoma.org/service-bulletins/
http://christchurchtacoma.org/calendar
https://prayer.forwardmovement.org/home
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/bulletins/bulletin-insert-the-feast-of-st-peter-and-st-paul-june-26-2022/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6yg4IxxtnZm6Xw4HiDDF4g
https://www.christchurchtacoma.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86582373597?pwd=dUdUNzVxWVZqZ2ltQ2RSQ2Fjdy9WUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87318276727?pwd=RDlUdGVFNEk5a1d4UFI0ajgwb3RzZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89660593062?pwd=NTFIZGpEUGQyb21qYVVma3IvVUxOQT09
http://christchurchtacoma.org/calendar
http://christchurchtacoma.org/calendar

