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Christ Episcopal Church, Tacoma    

Friday, July 15, 2022 
 

A newsletter for members and friends 

Christ Church Calendar  •  Next Week at Christ Church Email  

A Message from 
Fr. Torvend 

I 
 write this note close to the shore of Lake Sagatagan, one 
of the lakes on the land cared for by the monks of Saint 
John’s Abbey in central Minnesota, one of the largest 
Benedictine abbeys in the world. I am here for a confer-

ence on Chris-
tian spirituality. 
On the other 
side of the 
guesthouse 
where I’m stay-
ing is one of the 
largest solar 
farms in Minne-
sota if not the 
Upper Midwest (see photo). The monastic community has 
made serious commitments to rely on solar energy rather than 
fossils fuels (coal and gasoline) - the culprits in global warm-
ing. Between caring for the lakes and using solar energy to 
power the abbey and its large university, we find a Christian 
community asking how their actions in the present will shape 
the future for those who come to this place for worship, 
study, and service. 
As an Episcopal parish, Christ Church is part of an international 
network committed to “cherish the wondrous works of 
God, and protect and restore the beauty and integrity of all 
creation.” We support a vigorous effort to diminish the 
harmful effects of human-produced warming of the planet 
and the destruction it leaves in its wake: this is the most 
continued on page 3 

Christ Church 

Weekly 

With increasing infection rates in the county, we strongly encourage masking during worship, mindful that we 

worship among people who need added protection.  Masking not only protects us but also our neighbors. 

                        Solar farms in Minnesota, near Lake Sagatagan. 
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Need Help?? 

To add to our prayer list, email the 

Parish Administrator.  If submitting 

a name other than your own, 

please ask permission from that 

person first.  Names remain on the 

list for four weeks, unless renewed 

by the one who submitted them. 

In a pastoral emergency, please 

contact Fr. Torvend. 

Parish Help Team: Errands run, 

groceries, meals provided, medica-

tion pickup, vaccination transporta-

tion, etc., contact Deacon Gen Gre-

well or call her cellphone at 

360.280.5593. You may speak with 

a deacon on Sunday at the 10:30am 

Holy Eucharist. 

Our baptismal commitment calls us to pray for the world and the needs of 
our community, including those who are experiencing any sort of trouble, 
illness, or grief. 
 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; 
in the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us 
and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, 
and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

Members and Friends of our Community: 

Patty Smith; Doug Dahlgren; Christinna Olsson; Melissa Glick, Pat Trytten; Lea 
Worth; Ginny Peterson; Leslie Brooks and her children; Bryon and Carrie Epp and 
their daughters Carly, Breanna, and Po; Debbie and Doug Oakman; Jim Pierson; and 
Joanne Chemin.  
 

Those who have died in Christ, who holds us in life and death, and all who grieve 
for them: 
Mary Lynn Morgan and Lyle Mason. 
 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  Christ Church, Tacoma • Holy Family of Jesus, Tacoma  
Anglican Cycle of Prayer:  The Episcopal Church 
 

 

“Join the Summer Choir if you love to sing…” 

Christ Church Prayer List 

2 
Episcopal News Service • Episcopal Church on Facebook • Diocese of Olympia 

  Bishop Rickel’s Blog 

 

We gather at 310 North K Street. 
Land Acknowledgement 

We gather at 310 North K Street.  Let us give thanks to the Creator for the Puyallup and Nisqually people on whose ancestral 
land this church and many of our homes stand.  Their descendants live among us still.  For their wise stewardship of the 

creation, we offer our gratitude.  May we never forget that their land was taken by force and broken treaty.  

To submit an article to the Christ church Weekly, contact the Parish Administrator. Articles must be submitted by Wednesdays to 

be included in the Friday edition, and may be edited. We never share your information outside the church family.  

Christ Episcopal Church, Tacoma • 310 N. K Street • Tacoma, Washington  98403 • 

253.383.1569  •  christchurchtacoma.org 

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday, from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., or by appointment 

Sexton Hours: 

Sunday - Thursday, from 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Please contact Tim Williams (x103) before Friday if you need access to the Church Friday/Saturday. 

We look forward to visiting with you! 

--Deborah (x 101), Tim (x 103), Pam, Cynthia, (x102) and Susan (x105)  

 

mailto:administrator@christchurchtacoma.org
mailto:samuel@christchurchtacoma.org
mailto:ggrewell@ecww.org
mailto:ggrewell@ecww.org
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/
http://www.facebook.com/episcopal-news-service-260131260715544/
http://www.ecww.org/
http://www.bishoprickel.com/
mailto:administrator@christchurchtacoma.org
http://christchurchtacoma.org/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchtacoma
http://www.twitter.com/ccptacoma
http://instagram.com/ccptac
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6yg4IxxtnZm6Xw4HiDDF4g
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Adult Formation Events 

Need a good summer read? Our Greening Parish group is reading Laudato Si: 

On Care for Our Common Home by Pope Francis, a spiritual masterpiece on environ-

mental care. You can find it here.  

Did you miss our trip to England?  

Monthly Reading Group 
August Discussion 

Meet August 7 at 6:30pm, at the home of Mary Marshall to dis-

cuss The Dream of the Earth by Father Thomas Berry.  

Newcomers are welcome!  Questions? Contact Don Johnson.  

A Message from Fr. Torvend; continued from page 1 
  

pressing issue. If you have a moment, take a look at strategies that support 
care and advocacy for what we know to be God’s good earth: https://
www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/creation-care/ 
 

What can we do? Given that our faith inspires us to care for God’s earth rather 
than abuse or destroy it for the sake of profit, we can look very carefully at 
candidates running for local, state, and federal office. Is the candidate 
“owned” by donations from corporations whose actions harm water, air, and/
or land? Does the candidate have a record of supporting actions (not just rhet-
oric) that conserve and protect the earth - whether that’s the Puget Sound, 
waterways, greenways, and land? Look carefully at those who are asking to 
represent us in city, state, and federal offices: their decisions and legislation 
will affect the future of our island home, the earth.   ~ Fr. Torvend 

As we explore a more structured way of offering Children’s 
Formation at Christ Church, we believe that it is important to 

offer Sunday School every Sunday during the 10:30 Liturgy, beginning this Fall. 
I am looking for individuals who will share in this ministry with me.  I am willing to continue 

the planning and gathering of materials, but need assistance on Sunday mornings.  If you 

feel called to support our children through this ministry, please contact Christi McCarren. 

Children’s Formation 

https://christchurchtacoma.org/newsletter-links/
https://christchurchtacoma.org/worship/household-worship-resources/online-formation-resources/
mailto:weddjohnson@msn.com
mailto:seniorwarden@christchurchtacoma.org
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P 
ride events in the Pacific North-
west, usually part of June’s calen-
dar page, have joined in a growing 
list of Pride Festivals that now hap-

pily spread from May through August—and 
throughout the year—with events all over 
the country each weekend.  Tacoma’s Pride 
Festival took place this past Saturday, July 
9, and Christ Church members and friends 
were on site. 
 
Christ Church was well represented by Tom 
Bradford and Van Hardison (pictured be-
low), who, along with Jim Limerick, Sue 
Beer, and Lee MacClellan, helped pass out 

flyers and 
answer 
questions 
at the tent 
we shared 
with St. 
Matthew’s 
Episcopal, 
Brown’s 
Point.   
 
June has 
tradition-
ally been 
Pride month due to the date of the first 

LGBTQ event: Early on the morning of 
Saturday, June 28, 1969, LGBTQ peo-
ple rioted following a police raid on 
the Stonewall Inn in the Greenwich 
Village neighborhood of Lower Man-
hattan, New York City. The Stonewall 
Inn was a gay bar which catered to an 

assortment of patrons, but which was 
popular with the most marginalized 
people in the gay community: trans-
vestites, transgender people, effemin
ate young men, hustlers, and home-
less youth.1 
 

Today’s Pride events are a celebration 

of gay rights, along with a remem-

brance of the events at the Stonewall 

Inn, the victims of AIDS, and those 

who have been victims of anti-LGBT 

violence. 

 

 
1“Pride Parade.” Wikipedia,Wikimedia Foun-

dation, 7.1.2022, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pride_parade 
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Service 

Tom Bradford (left) and Van Hardison (right) at the Taomca Pride Festival. 

Flyers handed to attendees. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stonewall_riots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stonewall_riots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Police_raid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stonewall_Inn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenwich_Village
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenwich_Village
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lower_Manhattan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lower_Manhattan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gay_bar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transgender
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Effeminacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Effeminacy
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View the June 

Budget  

Report 

Christ Church is grateful to the Little Pantry’s caretakers: Bill Tudor, Jim Limerick, Kristin Carver, and Mary 
Moran. The Pantry is supplied with food for those in need, and is refilled several times each week. If you 
have canned goods (with tabs, please) or other items to donate, please bring them with you on Sunday, or 
let us know. 

 

2nd Quarter Statements arrive this week.  Contact the Parish 

Office with any corrections.  

T 
he dean of a cathedral in the Midwest once preached a sermon about giving, in 
which he stressed that there was a difference between pledging and making 
offerings to God on Sunday. On Sundays we are always invited to offer some-
thing, no matter what, to the glory of God. Now, the preacher is classically said to 

be preaching to himself or herself, so thereafter the dean was always seen at the altar 
reaching into his pocket for something to put in the offering plates when they arrived at 
the altar. What a story of the willingness to give, to share.   

Who wants to pass up an opportunity to give? Let’s give, let’s share what we can with the 
Little Pantry project, thereby enabling the needy to have food. 

NO LONGER Searching for a used iPad. Thank you to our iPad fund donor!  We are now 
able to purchase a new iPad, which will allow us to continue moving forward with our 
Livestream and hearing assist programs. 

News Re-Views 

Summer Choir at Christ Church Thanks to all who have sung in the 
choir so far this summer; you have been wonderful and it has pro-
vided great musical leadership in the music in the service. 
However, we're a little bit at a lull in the sign-up for the next sev-
eral weeks, so if you had been meaning to sign up but haven't yet, 
please do so on the sign-up here or sign up on the sign-up sheet in 
the narthex. 

Parish Listening Sessions in July We hope you can join us for one 
or all of our upcoming Parish Listening Sessions, which will be 
held the 4th Tuesdays at 9:30am (zoom), 4th Thursdays at 5:30pm 
(zoom), and 4th Sundays (in person following the 10:30am service 
in the Church).   July’s sessions will take place Sunday, July 24th, 
Tuesday, July 26th, and Thursday, July 28th. 

https://christchurchtacoma.org/newsletter-links/
https://christchurchtacoma.org/newsletter-links/
https://christchurchtacoma.org/newsletter-links/
mailto:administrator@christchurchtacoma.org
mailto:administrator@christchurchtacoma.org
m/track/click?u=2ff890b4f176badd708b97526&id=c80f5eb8d7&e=29a28a4bc0
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82998131155?pwd=dDhRNmx0elNTRjVDQ3VnbmI1Rkhqdz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88413109478?pwd=MFJWd3ZJUUtZc1pITUNaQjhnaVdBQT09
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Secular Book Chat 

Interested in joining a fun 

group of folks to chat 

about what you have 

read or watched on TV?  

This group enjoys sharing 

fiction and non-fiction, 

biographies, mysteries, 

history, and humor—

they enjoy it all. 

New members are wel-

come to join at any time. 

The Secular Book Chat 

Group meets on the 2nd 

Friday of each month at 

10:00am on zoom. Con-

tact Cynthia Anthony for 

6 

H enrietta Bright 
Garretson and Lemuel Henry 
Wells met in Walla Walla, 
Washington, 
where Henrietta served as the 
principal of St. Paul's School 
for Girls, an institution Lemuel 
had established in the early 

1870s while serving 
as founding rector of 
St. Paul's 
church.  The two 
were married in 
1880. Lemuel de-
scribed the couple’s 

coming to Tacoma in his 
charming memoir, A Pioneer 
Missionary:  
   

…Bishop Paddock, who in 
1880 had come to the State of 
Washington, visited us…and 
told us that a beautiful stone 
church had been built in Taco-
ma and urged me to [come to 
Tacoma]. He added that Mr. 
C.B. Wright had promised to 

give fifty thousand dollars to 
endow a girls’ boarding 
school if Bishop Paddock 
would raise the money to 
build it and he wished Mrs. 
Wells to come and organize 
it and become its first princi-
pal.  
  

And so this late-
19th century “power 
couple” arrived in Taco-
ma in 1883.  While Lemuel 
served as rector of St. 
Luke's church (prior to the 
merger that resulted in 
Christ Church) Henrietta 
took up her post as princi-
pal of Annie Wright Semi-

nary, then located at 611 Divi-
sion Ave (approximately 

The strawberries  before they become jam. 

Community 

mailto:canthiabus@gmail.com
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where Stadium Thrift-
way now stands).   
 The kitchen in Wells 
Hall, an anchor of the 
Christ Church campus 
since 1926, has been a 
source of warm hos-
pitality for nearly 100 
years. To honor Henri-
etta Wells, we’ve des-
ignated the kitchen in 
Wells Hall as 
“Henrietta’s Kitch-

en”.    
 Now, in order to 
keep our Wells Hall 
secure and function-
ing into the foreseea-
ble future, we are 
asking for donations 
to fund new custom-
built doors opening 
to the courtyard. The 
doors are estimated 
to cost in the vicinity 
of $10,000.  For your 

Rodney Blackburn in Henrietta’s Kitchen with the finished product. 

Close up of the finished strawberry jam. 

generous donation – 
please take a jar of 
Puyallup Valley strawberry 
jam, hand-crafted in Henri-
etta’s Kitchen!    
The jam will be sampled at 

coffee hour after the ser-

vice on Sunday, July 

17.  We'll be ready to take 

donations and jars of jam 

will be available to take 

home at that time.      

 

~Mary Hanneman 

 

Editor’s Note: This delicious 

strawberry jam is a product 

of the Daily Office ministry 

group, whose leaders are 

Rodney Blackburn, Robert 

Hicker, and Mary Han-

neman. We 

are grateful 

for their 

hard work! 
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Sunday Worship at Christ Episcopal Church, Tacoma 
The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, July 17, 2022: 

 
8:30am Holy Eucharist in Trinity Chapel 

10:30am Holy Eucharist in the Church and 

 
Bulletin for 10:30am 

 
Visit Christchurchtacoma.org/calendar for weekday Morning 
Prayer, Lectio Divina, and Conversation & Compline Service 

Worship at Christ Church Daily Office at Christ Church 

 Monday 9:00am* 
Morning Prayer 

 Tuesday 7:30am* 

Lectio Divina 

 Wednesday 7:00pm* 
Conversation and Compline 

 Thursday 7:30am* 

Morning Prayer 

 Saturday 9:00am 
 Morning Prayer 

*zoom link available at 
  christchurchtacoma.org/calendar 

 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Christ Episcopal Church 

 

310 N. K Street 

Tacoma, Washington 98403 

 

p: 253.383.1569 

e: info@christchurchtacoma.org 

christchurchtacoma.org 

 

TO: 

https://christchurchtacoma.org/service-bulletins/
http://christchurchtacoma.org/calendar
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6yg4IxxtnZm6Xw4HiDDF4g
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86582373597?pwd=dUdUNzVxWVZqZ2ltQ2RSQ2Fjdy9WUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87318276727?pwd=RDlUdGVFNEk5a1d4UFI0ajgwb3RzZz09
mailto:ggrewell@ecww.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89660593062?pwd=NTFIZGpEUGQyb21qYVVma3IvVUxOQT09
http://christchurchtacoma.org/calendar
https://www.christchurchtacoma.org

