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Fire, with Frederick Buechner 
Fire has no shape or substance. You can't taste it or smell it or hear it. You can't 
touch it except at great risk. You can't weigh it or measure it or examine it with 
instruments. You can never grasp it in its fullness because it never stands still. Yet 
there is no mistaking its extraordinary power. 
 
The fire that sweeps through miles of forest like a terrible wind and the flickering 
candle that lights the old woman's way to bed. The burning logs on the subzero 
night that save the pipes from freezing and give summer dreams to the tabby 
dozing on the hearth. Even from millions of miles away, the conflagration of the 
sun that can turn green earth into desert and strike blind any who fail to lower their 
gaze before it. The power of fire to devastate and consume utterly. The power of 
fire to purify by leaving nothing in its wake but a scattering of ash that the wind 
blows away like mist. 

 
A pillar of fire was what led the 
children of Israel through the 
wilderness, and it was from a burning 
bush that God first spoke to Moses. 
There were tongues of fire leaping up 
from the disciples on the day of 
Pentecost. In John's apocalypse it is a 
lake of fire that the damned are cast 
into, and Faithful and True himself, 
he says, has eyes of fire as he sits 
astride his white horse. 

 
In the pages of Scripture, fire is holiness, and perhaps never more hauntingly than 
in the little charcoal fire that Jesus of Nazareth, newly risen from the dead, kindles 
for cooking his friends' breakfast on the beach at daybreak. 
 
Come, Holy Fire, come, 
And fill the hearts of your people. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 



Preparation 
With the Day of Pentecost, we have come to the culmination of the Great Fifty 
Days of Easter. As noted before, household worship can take place anywhere but it 
is most appropriate at table. The risen Christ frequently reveals himself during 
meals: at Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35); in a Jerusalem apartment (Luke 24:36-43); by 
the Sea of Tiberias (John 21:1-14). The color appointed for Pentecost is red, the 
color we find tinged with orange in fire, the color of blood; it is the color of love 
and danger. Red captures attention: it is one of the most visible colors, second 
only to yellow. Red focuses behind the retina and thus forces the lens to grow more 
convex to pull it forward: we thus perceive red to be moving – how appropriate for 
this day! It is not uncommon to see parishioners don red shirts or blouses or 
scarves when we gather for worship on Pentecost Sunday: wear your red today. Do 
you have a red tablecloth to dress your table? And speaking of fire, it is most 
appropriate to light one or many candles on Pentecost: the first reading is filled 
with many tongues of fire. Anglican spirituality holds that all the senses reveal 
God’s presence – not just texts and speaking or singing. Flowers and incense mark 
festive holy days among us and are rightly incorporated in household worship. 
Should you have a crucifix, a cross, or an image of the Spirit descending on Jesus’ 
followers, let this holy artifact be present when you pray.  

 
 
 
Acclamation 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia 
 

 
Collect 
Almighty God,  
on this day you opened the way of eternal life  
to every race and nation by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit:  
Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the Gospel,  
that it may reach to the ends of the earth;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
	
The Word of God for the Day of Pentecost  
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BPentDay_RCL.html 



Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
Psalm 104:25-35, 37 
Sing with the Christ Church Choir the psalm for this day: 
https://soundcloud.com/user-351072722-73531756/psalm-104-goss-christ-church-
tacoma-wa 
 
Acts 2:1-21 
 
Sequence Hymn 
Listen as the Choir of St. Paul’s Cathedral sings “Come, Holy Ghost our souls 
inspire,” the sequence chant appointed for this day 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rQI-Lnx_7-Q 
 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
Read the Gospel aloud slowly.  
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, ”When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you 
from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my 
behalf. You also are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning. 
“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But 
now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you 
going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 
Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 
And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness 
and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, 
because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, 
because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 
 
“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the 
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on 
his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things 
that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare 
it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what 
is mine and declare it to you. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 



 
The Prayers 
Give us grace to respond to the Spirit’s presence in our lives and our church  
as we serve each other and the many who call out for help in this time of distress.  
We pray: Come, Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth.  
 
Restore your beloved creation: the soil, air, and water laden with pollution and the 
homes of animals, fish, and birds threatened by climate change and development. 
We pray: Come, Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth.  
 
Bestow your holy wisdom on the leaders of nations, cities, and towns, that earth’s 
people will experience your justice and its gift, your peace.  
We pray: Come, Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth.  
 
Bring consolation and relief to all who suffer, all who are fearful, all who feel 
hopeless, and all who are sick (speak their names aloud); bring strength to all who 
care for the lonely, the infected, and the dying.  
We pray: Come, Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth.  
 
O great advocate of the poor and orphaned, give jobs to the unemployed, food to 
the many who are hungry, and homes to the homeless.  
We pray: Come, Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth.  
 
Welcome into your heavenly country all who have died in the faith  
and all those whose faith is known to you alone (speak their names aloud). 
We pray: Come, Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth.  
 
Spiritual 
Listen to the people of St. John’s Anglican Church, London, and the Adventist Vocal 
Ensemble sing, “There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-9EGwkimNeQ 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 



  



Concluding Collect 
Come to us, Holy Spirit, 
and be for us the source of life restored. 
Send your rain upon our dusty lives. 
Wash away our sin and folly. 
Heal our worn and wounded spirits. 
Ignite the fire of your love within our hearts. 
Burn away the pathetic hold of our ancient enemy. 
Loosen what is rigid within us 
and guide us in safety to our final home. 
Amen.  

 
 
Blessing 
Come, Holy Spirit, come: 
And fill the hearts of your people. Alleluia.  
 

 
May the Spirit of truth lead you into all truth,  
giving you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
and to proclaim the wonderful works of God;  
and the blessing of God Almighty,  
(+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you, and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving at Table 
Use this prayer whenever you have a meal this week. 
 

 
As you once revealed yourself 
in the breaking of the bread, O risen Lord, 
be with us now as we share this food and drink. 
Open our eyes to recognize you  
in both friend and stranger, 
and enlighten us with your Spirit 
so that our words and actions 
may be signs of hope for all who meet us.  
Amen. Alleluia. 
 

	
 
  


