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Protect them 

It may seem odd to find this mosaic of a mother hen 
protecting her chicks when none of the readings for 
this day speak of hens (though Jesus does compare 
himself to one in Matthew and Luke). It was our 
medieval ancestors in the faith who grasped the 
correlation between creatures who protected their 
own and the prayer for protection of his disciples 
uttered by Jesus in the Gospel reading for this 
Sunday. One of the great literary achievements of 

medieval Christianity was the creation of bestiaries – books in which scenes or 
sayings from the life of Christ and his first followers were illuminated by reflection 
on the behaviors and virtues of beast, fish, and fowl. Why did they do this? Because 
they saw every element of the world as a manifestation of the Triune God.  
 
We see this pre-eminently among monastic writers whose communities worked in 
fields, orchards, fisheries, and chicken coops. The medieval monk and theologian, 
Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109), in his prayer to St. Paul also addressed Christ in 
this manner: 
 
Christ, my mother, 
you gather your chickens under your wings; 
this dead chicken of yours puts himself under those wings. 
For by your gentleness the badly frightened are comforted, 
by your sweet smell the despairing are revived, 
your warmth gives life to the dead, 
your touch justifies sinners. 
 
Mother, know again your dead son, 
both by the sign of your cross and the voice of his confession. 
Warm your chicken,  
give life to your dead child,  
justify your sinner. 
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Let your terrified one be consoled by you; 
despairing of himself, let him be comforted by you. 
and in your whole and unceasing grace 
let him be refashioned by you. 
For from you flows consolation for sinners; 
to you the blessing for ages and ages.  
Amen. 
 
In this time of pandemic, still not vanquished and wrecking havoc in human lives 
throughout the nation and the globe, we may be more aware than before of the 
yearning for protection. If anything, such yearning should draw us to Christ who 
intercedes for us: “I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you 
to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not 
belong to the world.” Yes, we are in the world but not of it, hopefully extending the 
protection that flows from Christ to friend and stranger alike. 
 

 
 
Preparation 
The color of Easter and its season is white or gold. Among the Eastern Orthodox 
and now increasingly among western Christians, one will find Easter eggs painted a 
deep red, expressing the blood of Christ but when cracked open, one sees white 
and the gold of the yoke: the colors of the resurrection. If you have access to Spring 
flowers (and no allergies to them), let them fill your table or home altar. A tall 
white candle can burn throughout the Easter season as you set aside time each day 
for prayer. Anglican spirituality emphasizes all the senses, not just reading or 
listening to texts, spoken or sung. If you have incense, let its smoke and fragrant 
aroma join you in prayer. And a bowl of water over which you have asked God’s 
blessing can serve as a household baptismal font: dip your fingers in its water and 
make the sign of the cross on you forehead or over your heart. The paschal fast has 
ended but in a region where thousands are still without work and low on food, it 
behooves the Christian people to offer support through monetary contributions to 
local food pantries or contributions of packaged food to such centers. 
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Acclamation 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
 

 
Collect 
O God, the King of glory,  
you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ  
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven:  
Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us,  
and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before;  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, in glory everlasting.  
Amen. 
	
The Word of God for the Seventh Sunday of Easter  
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html 
 
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
 
Psalm 1 
 
1 John 5:9-13 
 
John 17:6-19 
Read the Gospel aloud slowly.  
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus prayed for his disciples, “I have made your name known to those whom you 
gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they 
have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from 
you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have 
received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that 
you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, 
but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are 
yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no 
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longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be 
one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you 
have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one 
destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to 
you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made 
complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated 
them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 
I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them 
from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the 
world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so 
that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 
 
Hymn 
Listen as the choir of the Episcopal Cathedral of St. John the Divine, New York City, 
sings, “Like the murmur of the dove’s song” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHen2sA5waU 
 
 
The Prayers 
Let us pray for Christ’s people throughout the world; for our presiding bishop 
Michael, our bishop Gregory; for all who minister in the Name of Christ; and for 
the whole people of God. Silence 
Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Let us pray for enlightened leadership in this time of pandemic; for policies and 
practices guided by sound medical wisdom; for those who fear vaccination; for the 
good will to persist in life-saving restrictions; and for the people of India struggling 
with insufficient resources. Silence 
Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
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Let us pray for the many who struggle with illness, poverty, unemployment, loss of 
home, lack of healthcare, and little food and drink; for those in any need or trouble 
at this time (speak their names aloud); and for the will to serve our neighbors and 
friends. Silence 
Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Let us pray for those who, at risk to their lives, serve the common good in 
ambulances, grocery stores, hospitals, medical clinics, delivery vans, and 
pharmacies; for fire fighters, police officers, home caregivers, and social workers. 
Silence 
Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Let us pray for the faithful departed (speak their names aloud); and all who grieve 
the death of family members or friends. Silence  
Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Let us praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored 
through charitable works and the ministry of social justice. Silence  
Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Concluding Collect 
We give you praise, O Mother of the living, 
for you made the tomb of death 
the living womb from which you brought forth your Son, 
the first-born of a new creation.  
Inspire us with your life-giving Spirit 
to be joyful witnesses to this good news, 
that all humanity may one day 
gather at the feast of new life 
in the kingdom where you reign, 
One God, glorious in Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
Blessing 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
 

 
The God of peace,  
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the great Shepherd of the sheep,  
through the blood of the everlasting covenant,  
make us perfect in every good work to do his will,  
working in us that which is well pleasing in his sight;  
 
And the blessing of God Almighty,  
(+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among us, and remain with us always.  
Amen.  
 
Thanksgiving at Table 
Use this prayer whenever you have a meal this week. 
 

As you once revealed yourself 
in the breaking of the bread, O risen Lord, 
be with us now as we share this food and drink. 
Open our eyes to recognize you in both friend and stranger, 
and enlighten us with your Spirit 
so that our words and actions 
may be signs of hope for all who meet us.  
Amen. Alleluia.	


