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Friends, by Frederick Buechner 
Friends are people you make part of your life just because you feel like it. There are 
lots of other ways people get to be part of each other's lives like being related to 
each other, living near each other, sharing some special passion with each other 
like P. G. Wodehouse or jogging, and so on, but though all or any of those may be 
involved in a friendship, they are secondary to it.  
  
Basically your friends are not your friends for any particular reason. They are your 
friends for no particular reason. The job you do, the family you have, the way you 
vote, the major achievements and blunders of your life, your religious convictions 
or lack of them, are all somehow set off to one side when the two of you get 
together. If you are old friends, you know all those things about each other and a 
lot more besides, but they are beside the point. Even if you talk about them, they 
are beside the point. Stripped, humanly speaking, to the bare essentials, you are 
yourselves the point. The usual distinctions of older-younger, richer-poorer, 
smarter-dumber, male-female even, cease to matter. You meet with a clean slate 
every time, and you meet on equal terms. Anything may come of it or nothing may. 
That doesn't matter either. Only the meeting matters. 

 
"The Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, 
as a man speaks to his friend," the Book of 
Exodus says (Exodus 33:11), and in the Book of 
Isaiah it is God himself who says the same 
thing of Abraham. "Abraham, my friend," he 
calls him (Isaiah 41:8). It is a staggering 
thought.  
 
The love of God. The mercy of God. The 

judgment of God. You take the shoes off your feet and stand as you would before a 
mountain or at the edge of the sea. But the friendship of God? 
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It is not something God does. It is something Abraham and God, or Moses and 
God, do together. Not even God can be a friend all by himself apparently. You see 
Abraham, say, not standing at all but sitting down, loosening his prayer shawl, 
trimming the end off his cigar. He is not being Creature for the moment, and God is 
not being Creator. There is no agenda. They are simply being together, the two of 
them, and being themselves.  
 
Is it a privilege only for patriarchs? Not as far as Jesus is concerned at least. "You 
are my friends," he says, "if you do what I command you." The command, of 
course, is "to love one another," as he puts it. To be his friends, that is to say, we 
have to be each other's friends, conceivably even lay down our lives for each 
other. You never know (John 15:12-15). It is a high price to pay, and Jesus does not 
pretend otherwise, but the implication is that it's worth every cent.   
 
Preparation 
The color of Easter and its season is white or gold. Among the Eastern Orthodox 
and now increasingly among western Christians, one will find Easter eggs painted a 
deep red, expressing the blood of Christ but when cracked open, one sees white 
and the gold of the yoke: the colors of the resurrection. If you have access to Spring 
flowers (and no allergies to them), let them fill your table or home altar. A tall 
white candle can burn throughout the Easter season as you set aside time each day 
for prayer. Anglican spirituality emphasizes all the senses, not just reading or 
listening to texts, spoken or sung. If you have incense, let its smoke and fragrant 
aroma join you in prayer. And a bowl of water over which you have asked God’s 
blessing can serve as a household baptismal font: dip your fingers in its water and 
make the sign of the cross on you forehead or over your heart. The paschal fast has 
ended but in a region where thousands are still without work and low on food, it 
behooves the Christian people to offer support through monetary contributions to 
local food pantries or contributions of packaged food to such centers. 
 
The Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ 
Thursday, May 13 
READINGS Acts 1:1-11, Psalm 47; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53 
COLLECT Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far 
above all heavens that he might fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive 
that, according to his promise, he abides with his Church on earth, even to the end 
of the ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
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Acclamation 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

 
 
Collect 
O God,  
you have prepared for those who love you  
such good things as surpass our understanding:  
Pour into our hearts such love towards you,  
that we, loving you in all things and above all things,  
may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
	
The Word of God for the Sixth Sunday of Easter  
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures (or in Easter, the Acts of the Apostles, a 
Psalm, and another reading from the early church. The first three scripture texts can 
be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster6_RCL.html 
 
Acts 10:44-48 
 
Psalm 98 
Listen to this glorious setting of the psalm by David Willcocks 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eaLjb5gKNFw 
 
1 John 5:1-6 
 
John 15:9-17 
Read the Gospel aloud slowly.  
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide 
in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these 
things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
 
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one 
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my 
friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, 
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 
Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and 
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him 
in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Song of Love  
Listen as a chorister of the Choir of Palmer Memorial Episcopal Church sings a 
setting by David Ashley White of the Gospel reading for today 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hj_W-kyRx5o 
 
The Prayers 
In peace, we pray to you, O God. 
Silence 
 
O Lord our governor, we pray for your holy Catholic Church,  
that we all may be one. 
Silence. 
 Hear our prayer, O God, 
 And remember your mercy and faithfulness.  

 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and 
humbly serve you; that your Name may be praised by all 
people. 
Silence. 
 Hear our prayer, O God, 
 And remember your mercy and faithfulness.  
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O God our teacher, we commend to your care all who have been baptized, 
confirmed, and received at Easter and those who will experience the same on the 
Day of Pentecost. 
Silence. 
 Hear our prayer, O God, 
 And remember your mercy and faithfulness.  
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
that there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
Silence. 
 Hear our prayer, O God, 
 And remember your mercy and faithfulness.  
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
that our works may find favor in your sight. 
Silence. 
 Hear our prayer, O God, 
 And remember your mercy and faithfulness.  
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
Hear our prayer for the sick and distressed among us [say their names aloud]. 
Deliver them from their distress and give them the victory of life. 
Silence. 
 Hear our prayer, O God, 
 And remember your mercy and faithfulness.  
 
Give to the departed eternal rest [say their names aloud]. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them, and console all who mourn. 
Silence. 
 Hear our prayer, O God, 
 And remember your mercy and faithfulness.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Concluding Collect 
We give you praise, O Mother of the living, 
for you made the tomb of death 
the living womb from which you brought forth your Son, 
the first-born of a new creation.  
Inspire us with your life-giving Spirit 
to be joyful witnesses to this good news, 
that all humanity may one day 
gather at the feast of new life 
in the kingdom where you reign, 
One God, glorious in Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
Blessing 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
 

 
The God of peace,  
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the great Shepherd of the sheep,  
through the blood of the everlasting covenant,  
make us perfect in every good work to do his will,  
working in us that which is well pleasing in his sight;  
 
And the blessing of God Almighty,  
(+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among us, and remain with us always.  
Amen.  
 
Thanksgiving at Table 
Use this prayer whenever you have a meal this week. 
 
As you once revealed yourself 
In the breaking of the bread, O risen Lord, 
Be with us now as we share this food and drink. 
Open our eyes to recognize you in both friend and stranger, 
And enlighten us with your Spirit 
So that our words and actions 
May be signs of hope for all who meet us.  
Amen. Alleluia. 
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