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An unsettling practice for the narrow-minded 
The Acts of the Apostles is Luke’s companion to and continuation of his Gospel. In 
both books, he was writing to Gentiles – non-Jews – who knew little of Judaism and 
Palestine, Jesus’ homeland. In this regard, Luke had the challenging task of 
communicating the significance of a Jewish Jesus to listeners with no experience of 
Palestine, the Hebrew Scriptures, and Jewish ritual practice. Perhaps Luke’s task is 
little different from what contemporary Christians are called to do in nations that 
are increasingly secular, in which growing numbers of people have little 
experience of any religion: to communicate, effectively and persuasively, the 
significance of Christian faith and life to those who have experienced nothing of 
what long-time Christians take for granted. 

 
What comes as a surprise in Luke’s story is the 
unnamed Ethiopian eunuch who served as a 
royal treasurer. A eunuch was a male who had 
been painfully castrated in order for him to 
serve an elite woman, in this case a queen, 
with no chance of sexual relations. But men in 
ancient patriarchal cultures stigmatized such 

eunuchs as less than male. And in cultures that prized male sexual prowess, 
castration rendered them infertile, sexually barren: half men as it were. This is to 
say that the Ethiopian was a person of ambiguous sexual identity. The surprise of 
the story is that after his conversation with Philip, a deacon from Jerusalem, he asks 
if anything could prevent him from being baptized. Apparently nothing: the two 
enter the water and Philip baptizes him. In the cultural world of Jesus, where 
gender and gender roles were strictly defined, where some would have been quick 
to exclude such ambiguity as well as someone of another skin color, the washing in 
water we call Holy Baptism was the original and truly radical act of inclusion.  
 
But there is something else present in the story that should capture our attention: 
the eunuch, this seeker, asks for assistance in interpreting a passage of Scripture. 
The deacon Philip becomes a catechist, a teacher, and demonstrates how the 
Scriptures point to the good news present in Jesus of Nazareth. Luke notes that as 
their conversation continues, they come to a body of water where Philip baptizes 
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this person marked by sexual ambiguity, a person of another nation who has now 
become a disciple of Jesus Christ. Keep in mind the movement of the story: Philip is 
moved by the Spirit to serve as a companion to this man; there is a conversation in 
which Philip suggests that for Christians, Jesus Christ is the center of the Scriptures; 
and, then, having contemplated the life of Jesus, there is baptism. It was this pattern 
of coming to the inclusive act of baptism that developed into the early Christian 
practice of baptismal formation.  
 
When one hears of Christian leaders in this country and others preaching the 
exclusion of anyone from Christian faith and life – whether that exclusion is rooted 
in ethnicity, gender, sexual identity, or social status – one has to wonder if they 
have read and taken to heart the unsettling and gloriously inclusive practice of 
Holy Baptism that makes tangible and public God’s expansive love and grace for 
all – all – that God creates and continues to bless with life, health, and salvation.  
 
Preparation 
The color of Easter and its season is white or gold. Among the Eastern Orthodox 
and now increasingly among western Christians, one will find Easter eggs painted a 
deep red, expressing the blood of Christ but when cracked open, one sees white 
and the gold of the yoke: the colors of the resurrection. If you have access to Spring 
flowers (and no allergies to them), let them fill your table or home altar. A tall 
white candle can burn throughout the Easter season as you set aside time each day 
for prayer. Anglican spirituality emphasizes all the senses, not just reading or 
listening to texts, spoken or sung. If you have incense, let its smoke and fragrant 
aroma join you in prayer. And a bowl of water over which you have asked God’s 
blessing can serve as a household baptismal font: dip your fingers in its water and 
make the sign of the cross on you forehead or over your heart. The paschal fast has 
ended but in a region where thousands are still without work and low on food, it 
behooves the Christian people to offer support through monetary contributions to 
local food pantries or contributions of packaged food to such centers. 
 
Easter in other lands 
Join Rick Steves on a tour of Easter practices throughout Europe at 
https://www.ricksteves.com/watch-read-listen/video/tv-show/european-easter 
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Acclamation 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  
 
 
 

 
Collect 
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life:  
Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ  
to be the way, the truth, and the life,  
that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Word of God for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster5_RCL.html 
 
Acts 8:26-40 
 
Psalm 22:24-30 
Listen as Larry and Greg of St. Luke’s Episcopal, Monrovia, California, sing the 
psalm in the most delightful way 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZP_woo-yV8o 
 
1 John 4:7-21 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Listen as the Liturgical Choir of the University of Notre Dame sings the Great 
Alleluia at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ek-SyEmROQQ 
 
John 15:1-8 
Read the Gospel aloud slowly. 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He 
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he 
prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that 
I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear 
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I 
am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear 
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in 
me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown 
into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that 
you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Hymn 
Listen as the Choir of St. Michael’s in the Loop sings this beautiful setting of “Amid 
the world’s bleak wilderness, a vineyard grows with promise,” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kd_kLnwX0uU 
 
The Prayers 
We pray, O God, for the Church of Christ throughout the world, 
for our parish, the churches in our neighborhood, 
and for those in other lands who worship in secret for fear of persecution.  
Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
O God our Sovereign, we pray for the nations and tribes of the earth, 
for peace where there is strife, for justice where there is inequity, 
and for those who struggle to have their voices heard in the halls of government. 
Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
O God our Maker, we pray for the earth and its many creatures, 
for disappearing species and blighted landscapes, 
and for all who work to conserve and restore your creation. 
Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
O God our Healer, we pray for those who are sick, distressed, and dying, 
for those who have no access to life saving medicine and vaccines, 
and for those whose pain is known to you alone.  
Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
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O God our Redeemer,  
we pray for all who have (+) died in the hope of the resurrection, 
for all who mourn their beloved dead and seek consolation, 
and for all who offer care and counsel in this time of pandemic. 
Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
 
Concluding Collect 
We give you praise, O Mother of the living, 
for you made the tomb of death 
the womb from which you brought forth your Son, 
the first-born of a new creation.  
Inspire us with your life-giving Spirit 
To be joyful witnesses to this good news, 
that all humanity may one day 
gather at the feast of new life 
in the kingdom where you reign, 
One God, glorious in Trinity, 
Now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Blessing 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
The God of peace,  
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the great Shepherd of the sheep,  
through the blood of the everlasting covenant,  

make us perfect in every good work to do his will,  
working in us that which is well pleasing in his sight;  
And the blessing of God Almighty, (+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among us, and remain with us always.  
Amen.  
 
Thanksgiving at Table 
Use this prayer whenever you have a meal this week. 
 
As you once revealed yourself 
In the breaking of the bread, O risen Lord, 
Be with us now as we share this food and drink. 
Open our eyes to recognize you in both friend and stranger, 
And enlighten us with your Spirit 
So that our words and actions 
May be signs of hope for all who meet us.  
Amen. Alleluia. 
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