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Household Worship 

Holy Saturday, April 3, 2021 
The Great Vigil of Easter 

 
 
 
Not seated up there but right here 
Ulrich Zwingli, a Protestant reformer in 16th century Switzerland, found himself in 
heated debate with the German reformer, Martin Luther, in 1529. Their argument 
centered on the real presence of the Christ in the Holy Eucharist. Basing his claim 
on a literal reading of the Creed (a kind of reading still employed by many 
contemporary Christians), Zwingli argued that since Christ “ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father,” he could not possibly be present on 
earth in the bread and wine. Luther was stunned by this immature reading of the 
Creed and chided Zwingli on his literalism, reminding him that the Creed is not a 
scientific explanation of Christian faith but a baptismal confession that frequently 
employs metaphor to describe realities not subject to science. There is no heaven 
“up there,” remarked Luther, just as there is no seat on a cloud next to God’s right 
hand since God – who is spirit – has no hands!  

 
Rather, said Luther, “God’s right hand” is a 
metaphor, an image, of God’s power and 
presence throughout the cosmos. Christ has 
not been raised to a distant throne above the 
sun! He has been raised as a life-giving 
presence in and through all things and thus 
throughout God’s good creation, the earth. 
But there is more, said Luther: Christ has 
been raised into the lives of all those who 

form his living Body through Holy Baptism. Drawing his inspiration from St. Paul’s 
teaching on the mystical Body of Christ, Luther championed the presence of the 
risen Christ in, with, and under the lives of all the baptized here on earth, all those 
who form a living, breathing, active movement within the life of the earth and all 
its creatures.  
 
A leader in the Episcopal Church in New York recently remarked that she thought 
Episcopalians were a well-educated, progressive, financially secure group of 
people comfortable in their well-ordered worship and charitable activities.  
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Her remarks seem to describe the clients of a well-heeled wealth advisor rather 
than the living, breathing, gritty, questioning, imperfect and active movement 
committed to the mission of Jesus in this world, a movement that is called to be the 
sacrament, a visible sign of the presence of the risen Christ in this world, thus 
suggesting – imagine this – that each of the baptized, each of us, is a sacrament, a 
sacramental presence of the risen Christ to each other, to neighbor and stranger, to 
colleague and relative. Not Jesus up there, seated on a cloud next to God’s right 
hand – but the risen Christ here, as close to us as the air we breathe. 
 
Oh my, one wonders, what might that ask of us? 
 
Easter? Pascha? 
Our English term “Easter” developed from an Old English word Eastrun which, 
itself, is related to the name of a Germanic goddess, Eostre, a fertility deity who was 
celebrated in the month of April: thus, the secular keeping of Easter with rabbits, 
spring flowers, spring fashion, and garden photographs. For most of the Christian 
world, the term used to describe the keeping of the Three Days and the mother of 
all Sundays is Pascha or Paschal Sunday, derived from the Greek term for Passover. 
What Christians celebrate on this “day” and for Fifty Days is Christ’s passing over 
from death to life and our passing over with him through Holy Baptism. The Easter 
Season is seven weeks: this year from Sunday, April 4, to Sunday, May 23, the feast 
of Pentecost. The feast of the Lord’s Ascension is Thursday, May 13, which begins 
the novena or nine days of prayer in preparation for Pentecost. 
 
Easter in other lands 
Join Rick Steves on a tour of Easter practices throughout Europe at 
https://www.ricksteves.com/watch-read-listen/video/tv-show/european-easter 
 
Preparation 
The color of Easter and its season is white or gold. Among the Eastern Orthodox 
and now increasingly among western Christians, one will find Easter eggs painted a 
deep red, expressing the blood of Christ but when cracked open, one sees white 
and the gold of the yoke: the colors of the resurrection. If you have access to Spring 
flowers (and no allergies to them), let them fill your table or home altar. A tall 
white candle can burn throughout the Easter season as you set aside time each day 
for prayer. Anglican spirituality emphasizes all the senses, not just reading or 
listening to texts, spoken or sung. If you have incense, let its smoke and fragrant 
aroma join you in prayer. And a bowl of water over which you have asked God’s 
blessing can serve as a household baptismal font: dip your fingers in its water and 
make the sign of the cross on your forehead or over your heart. The paschal fast has 
ended but in a region where thousands are still without work and low on food, it 
behooves the Christian people to offer support through monetary contributions to 
local food pantries or contributions of packaged food to such centers. 
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A white candle in the household  
may be lighted before the liturgy begins. 
 
All gather in silence. 
 
Welcome 
Dear friends in Christ,  
On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over 
from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed 
throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the 
Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and 
renewing the vows of Holy Baptism, we share in his victory over 
death. 
 

 
 
Exsultet 
Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, 
and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the victory of our mighty King. 
 
Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor,  
for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. 
 
Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, 
resound with the praises of your people. 
 
It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, to praise you,  
the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord:  
for he is the true Paschal Lamb who delivered your people from Adam’s sin. 
 
This is the night, when you brought our ancestors, the children of Israel,  
out of bondage in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. 
 
This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of 
sin, and are restored to grace and holiness of life. 
 
This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, 
and rose victorious from the grave. 
 
May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find our Easter candles ever 
burning – he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
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The Word of God for the Great Vigil of Easter 
Eleven readings with psalm, canticle, or acclamation are appointed for this liturgy. 
Three readings will be proclaimed in this service. For the complete set of texts: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEasVigil_RCL.html#Gospel 
 
The story of Creation 
Genesis 1:1--2:4a, followed by Psalm 33:1-11or Psalm 36:5-10 
 
The Flood 
Genesis 7:1-5,11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13, followed by Psalm 46 
 
Abraham's sacrifice of Isaac 
Genesis 22:1-18, followed by Psalm 33:12-22 or Psalm 16 

 
Israel's deliverance at the Red Sea 
Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 
followed Canticle 8, The Song of Moses 
 
Salvation offered freely to all 
Isaiah 55:1-11, followed by Canticle 9, The First Song of 
Isaiah 
 
Learn wisdom and live  
Baruch 3:9-15, 3:32-4:4, followed by Psalm 19 
 

A new heart and a new spirit 
Ezekiel 36:24-28, followed by Psalm 42:1-7 
 
The valley of dry bones 
Ezekiel 37:1-14, followed by Psalm 30, or Psalm 143 
 
The gathering of God's people 
Zephaniah 3:12-20, followed by Psalm 98, or Psalm 126 
 
Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection 
Romans 6:3-11 
 
The Great Alleluia of the Easter Vigil 
Alleluia. O give thanks to the Lord: God’s mercy endures forever. Alleluia 
Listen as the Gloriae Dei Cantores Schola sing the Alleluia and Verse 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q2JEjEo2NGI 
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The faithful women come to the tomb 
Mark 16:1-8 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on 
the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had 
been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance 
to the tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, 
had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, 
dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he 
said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 
But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there 
you will see him, just as he told you.” So they went out and fled from the tomb, for 
terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they 
were afraid. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 

 
 
The Renewal of Baptismal Vows  
On this most holy night  
when our Lord Jesus Christ passed over  
from death to life,  
let us renew the solemn vows and promises  
of Holy Baptism, 
by which we once promised to serve God faithfully 
in Christ’s holy Church and in the world. 
 
Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil  
and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
I do. 

    
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
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Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
          and born of the Virgin Mary. 
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
          was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again. 
      He ascended into heaven, 
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead.    
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. 
 
Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in the prayers? 
I will, with God's help. 
    
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 
return to the Lord? 
I will, with God's help. 
    
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God's help. 
 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God's help. 
 
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 
every human being? 
I will, with God's help. 
 
Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect the beauty and integrity 
of all creation?  
I will, with God’s help. 
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May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit,  
and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal 
life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen 
 

 
 
 
Hymn 
Sing this hymn, in Hymnal 1982 No. 204, with the National Lutheran Choir 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zv1SGG6sZ_0 
 
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,  
Wheat that in the dark earth many years has lain;  
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:  
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.  
 
In the grave they laid Him, Love Whom we had slain,  
Thinking that He’d never wake to life again,  
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:  
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.  
 
Up He sprang at Easter, like the risen grain,  
He that for three days in the grave had lain;  
Up from the dead my risen Lord is seen:  
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.  
 
When our hearts are saddened, grieving or in pain,  
By Your touch You call us back to life again;  
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:  
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
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The Prayers  
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household  
 
Let us pray for Christ’s people throughout the world; for our presiding bishop 
Michael, our bishop Gregory; for all who minister in the Name of Christ; and for 
the whole people of God. Silence. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for enlightened leadership in this time of pandemic; for policies and 
practices guided by sound medical wisdom; and for the good will to persist in  
life-saving restrictions. Silence. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for the many who struggle with illness, poverty, unemployment,  
and loss of homes [speak their names aloud]; for those in distress or trouble at this 
time; and for the will to serve our neighbors in need. Silence. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for God’s gift of the earth as it breaks forth with signs of new and 
greening life; for the nations who have committed to the reduction of climate 
change; and for our commitment to cherish and protect the planet. Silence. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for those who are committed to saving life through their work as 
emergency medical providers, fire fighters, physicians, surgeons, nurses, 
pharmacists, and medical researchers. Silence. 
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for the faithful departed who now rest in the light of the risen Christ 
[speak their names aloud]; for all who grieve the deaths of family members or 
friends. Silence.  
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Let us praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored 
through the visual and musical arts. Silence.  
Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
Concluding Collect 
O God,  
who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: 
Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption that is given to us in Baptism,  
that we, being renewed both in body and mind,  
may worship you in sincerity and truth;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

 
Blessing 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
The God of peace,  
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the great Shepherd of the sheep,  
through the blood of the everlasting covenant,  
make us perfect in every good work to do his will,  
working in us that which is well pleasing in his sight;  
 
And the blessing of God Almighty,  
(+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among us, and remain with us always. Amen.  
 

 
 



	 10 

Thanksgiving at Table 
Use this prayer whenever you have a meal throughout the Easter season 
 
As you once revealed yourself 
in the breaking of the bread, O risen Lord, 
be with us now as we share this food and drink. 
Open our eyes to recognize you in both friend and stranger, 
and enlighten us with your Spirit 
so that our words and actions 
may be signs of hope for all who meet us.  
Amen. Alleluia. 
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