
 
Tacoma, Washington 

 
Household Worship 

Sunday, March 28, 2021 
The Sixth Sunday in Lent 

Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 
 
 

The practice of walking in procession  
Over the past year, we have witnessed mass protests on television and through 
social media after the death of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and other Black 
citizens. Between 15 and 25 million Americans participated in peaceful marches 
organized by Black Lives Matter leaders, protests of police brutality and racial 
injustice. We have also seen marches in opposition to voter suppression. More 
recently peaceful protests have taken place across the country after the murder of 
Asian Americans in Atlanta, a killing cultivated by hate speech that has singled out 
the Corona virus as a “Chinese virus,” or “Asian virus,” thus increasing the number 
of hate speech and crimes directed at Americans of Asian descent. Gathering 
peacefully in public to protest against hate crimes and cold-blooded murder is also 
gathering peacefully to march for racial justice, for the welcome diversity that 

marks American life, and for living together 
in peace rather than in conflict.  
 
This Sunday commemorates the entrance of 
Jesus into Jerusalem, riding on a donkey, a 
beast of burden. Do we not hear in the 
gospel reading that a large crowd 
surrounded and followed him into the city, 
a demonstration of its own kind?  What we 

do not hear in the gospel is that on the other side of the city, a Roman general 
passed through the city gates, riding a stallion, followed by the Roman infantry – 
brought to the city to quell any demonstration during the weeklong celebration of 
Passover. The humble donkey: a sign of peace, and the army stallion: a sign of 
violent suppression. In these two marches we witness the collision of Two Ways of 
Life: the Way of Self-Giving Love, Justice, and Peace proclaimed and embodied by 
Jesus of Nazareth, and the Way of Merciless Control, Injustice, and Violence 
enforced by the “greatest” empire in western history.  
 
On Palm Sunday 2019, millions of Christians, clutching palms or branches, 
marched through city streets, church courtyards, and rural roads in 
commemoration and imitation of Jesus’ tumultuous entrance into Jerusalem  
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where he would be arrested, interrogated, tortured, and eventually executed by the 
Roman soldiers who were present to quell any demonstration in favor of freedom. 

Have any of us imagined that those years of Palm 
Sunday processions might bear some relationship to 
marches – public processions – or demonstrations in 
favor of Self-Giving Love, the pursuit of Justice, and the 
work of Peace? How interesting it is that millions sing, 
“All glory, laud, and honor to you Redeemer King,” a 
text that expresses the loyalty of the singers to their one 
and only ruler: the humble Jesus riding on the lowly 
symbol of peace. 

 
Preparation 
It is Palm Sunday, the Sixth Sunday in Lent. The color may be red, the color of 
Holy Week, or purple, a color that was usually reserved for the Roman emperor 
and the imperial family, but in the passion narratives a purple cloak was placed on 
Jesus as a form of humiliation. The Christian observance of Lent will end at sunset 
on Maundy Thursday, when the Three Days, the Sacred Triduum (tri-dyu-um) 
begins. While we are accustomed to receiving palm fronds at church for our Palm 
Sunday procession and for framing sacred images at home, we do not have them 
this year. No matter: the gospels note that the people “cut branches from the trees.” 
Indeed, for most of Christian history, people have used whatever branch was 
available in their location: forsythia, olive, evergreen, or pussy willow – and many 
more. Gather a cluster of branches – no flowers, please – and place them directly 
on your table or in a vase if they need water. By all means, light a candle if you 
can. It would be most appropriate to place a crucifix or cross on your table. A 
gentle reminder that Christian worship in the church or in the home on Sunday is 
always voiced in the plural – we, us, and ours – even when one is worshipping by 
oneself.  
 
Holy Week: The Three Days 
Maundy Thursday, April 1: Zoom liturgy at 7:00 PM 
Good Friday, April 2: Zoom liturgy at 7:00 PM 
Holy Saturday Easter Vigil, April 3: Zoom liturgy at 7:00 PM 
A Zoom link will be sent each morning. 
 
The Easter Season  
Easter Day, April 4: Worship Video available at parish website and Facebook 
 
If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your 
browser. 
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The Liturgy of the Palms 
If you have a branch from a tree or shrub, hold it as the liturgy begins.  
 
(+) Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
 
Let us pray. 
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation,  
that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts,  
whereby you have given us life and immortality;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark (11:1-11a) 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, 
“Hosanna. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord— the King of 
Israel.” Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written: “Do not be afraid, 
daughter of Zion. Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt.” His 
disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, they 
remembered that these things had been written of him and had been done to him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Let us pray. 
It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have 
redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the 
holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as king by those who spread 
their branches along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and 
grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our king, and follow 
him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Word of God for Palm Sunday 
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. On Palm 
Sunday, it is read as part of the Liturgy of the Palms. After a reading from the 
Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early church, the Passion is 
read. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/HolyWeek/BPalmSun_RCL.html 
 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 
Psalm 31:9-16 
Listen to the Choir of St. John’s Episcopal  Cathedral Los Angeles sing the psalm 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SgeHG-vGeDQ 
 
Philippians 2:5-11 
 
The Passion (Mark 15:1-39) 
Read the Passion aloud slowly. 
 
The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
 
As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 
scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him 
over to Pilate. Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Judeans?” He answered 
him, “You say so.” Then the chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked 
him again, “Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.” 
But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 
 
Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they 
asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had 
committed murder during the insurrection. So the crowd came and began to ask 
Pilate to do for them according to his custom. Then he answered them, “Do you 
want me to release for you the King of the Judeans?” For he realized that it was out 
of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. But the chief priests stirred 
up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them 
again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the 
Judeans?” They shouted back, “Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil 
has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” So Pilate, wishing to 
satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed 
him over to be crucified. 
 
Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s 
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in 
a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And 
they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Judeans!”  
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They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to 
him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own 
clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 
 
They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his 
cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. Then they 
brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). And 
they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. And they crucified 
him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should 
take. 

 
It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified 
him. The inscription of the charge against him read, 
“The King of the Judeans.” And with him they crucified 
two bandits, one on his right and one on his left.  
 
Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads 
and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple 

and build it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!” In the 
same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among 
themselves and saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, 
the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and 
believe.” Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. 
 
When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 
At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” 
which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the 
bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” And someone ran, 
filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, 
“Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” Then Jesus gave a 
loud cry and breathed his last.  
 
And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the 
centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, 
“Truly this man was God’s Son!” 
 
Hymn 
Listen as the Choir of St. Martin’s London sings “My Song is Love Unknown” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iv7OZSoA22w 
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A reflection on Palm Sunday by Malcolm Guite 
 
Anglican priest and chaplain at Girton College,  
University of Cambridge,  
Guite is a well-known poet in the Christian tradition.  
 
 
 

Now to the gate of my Jerusalem, 
The seething holy city of my heart, 
The savior comes. But will I welcome him? 
Oh crowds of easy feelings make a start; 
They raise their hands, get caught up in the singing, 
And think the battle won. Too soon they’ll find 
The challenge, the reversal he is bringing 
Changes their tune. I know what lies behind 
The surface flourish that so quickly fades; 
Self-interest, and fearful guardedness, 
The hardness of the heart, its barricades, 
And at the core, the dreadful emptiness 
Of a perverted temple. Jesus come 
Break my resistance and make me your home. 
 
 
The Prayers 
Almighty and everliving God, receive the prayers we offer as we ask you to inspire 
the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and peace; grant that all those 
who confess your Name may live in unity and love.  
Let your face shine upon us, 
And your loving-kindness save us. 
 
Give grace, O God, to all who minister in your church and in the world, that 
through word and deed the gospel of salvation will be known, your justice will 
grow, and peace will flourish.  
Let your face shine upon us, 
And your loving-kindness save us. 
 
Give to all your people your abundant grace, and especially to this assembly that 
bears the Name of your Christ; that with steadfast faith and good courage, we may 
serve your world in holiness of life.  
Let your face shine upon us, 
And your loving-kindness save us. 
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We beseech you to so guide the hearts of those who bear the authority of 
government in this and every land, that they may be led to wise decisions and right 
actions for the welfare and peace of the world. 
Let your face shine upon us, 
And your loving-kindness save us. 
 
We ask you of your great goodness, O Lord, to protect and comfort all those who 
are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 
Let your face shine upon us, 
And your loving-kindness save us. 
 
We give you thanks for all your servants who have departed this life and we ask 
you to grant them continual growth in your love; and grant us grace to follow your 
crucified and risen Son on the path that leads to your eternal kingdom.  
Let your face shine upon us, 
And your loving-kindness save us. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
Concluding Collect 
Almighty and everliving God,  
in your tender love for the human race  
you sent your Son our Savior Jesus Christ  
to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, 
giving us the example of his great humility:  
Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering,  
and also share in his resurrection;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Prayer over the Assembly 
Bow down before the Lord. 
Silence.  
 
 
 

 
Almighty God,  
we pray you graciously to behold this your family,  
for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed,  
and given into the hands of sinners,  
and to suffer death upon the cross; 
who lives and reigns forever and ever.  
Amen. 
	
	
Thanksgiving at table 
Use this prayer whenever you gather for a meal on Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday this week. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
as you call us to the Lenten fast, 
open our hearts to serve our sisters and brothers 
who are hungry and in need. 
Grace our table with your presence 
and strengthen us as we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast. 
Amen.  
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Reflection: “The practice of walking in procession,” Fr. Samuel Torvend  
Image: Photograph by Rick Lund, Seattle Times, July 10, 2020  
Liturgy of the Palms: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Image: Emmanuel Nsama, “Triumphal Entry,” 1969 
Biblical readings: The New Revised Common Lectionary adapted for Episcopal 
 Use, 2006 
Psalm: Choir of St. John’s Episcopal Cathedral, Los Angeles; Director: Ned Tipton  
Gospel reading: New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible (Washington, DC: 
 The National  Council of Churches, 1989) 
Image: Crucifix with inscription, Ellwagen Abbey, Germany 
Hymn: Text: Samuel Crossman; Tune: John Ireland 
Reflection: Malcolm Guite, “Sonnet for Palm Sunday,” from Sounding the Seasons 
 (London: Canterbury Press, 2012)  
Prayers: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, with revisions 
Lord’s Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Concluding Collect:  The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Blessing: Book of Occasional Services, 2018 
Thanksgiving at Table: Fr. Samuel Torvend, Welcome Home: Scripture, Prayers, 
 and Blessings for the Household: Year of Mark (Minneapolis: Augsburg 
 Fortress, 1996) 
	


