
 
 
 

Tacoma, Washington 
 

Household Worship 
Sunday, February 14, 2021 

The Last Sunday after the Epiphany  
 
Radiant light 
Anglicans have tended to prize the Incarnation as a singular act of salvation: God 
becoming one with us in our flesh, our bodies. The fact that one will find a crucifix 
in every Roman Catholic parish church suggests that the Passion of Jesus holds a 
central place in this school of spirituality. And Pentecostal Christians are drawn to 
the Day of Pentecost and the outpouring of the Spirit on the gathered assembly.  
 
For members of the Eastern Orthodox tradition, the Transfiguration is a significant 
dimension of Christian spirituality. The story is narrated in the gospels of Matthew, 

Mark, and Luke, and alluded to in John. But for 
Orthodox Christians, it is not only a story or a feast to 
be celebrated: the scene depicted in the gospels 
signifies the process of transformation for every 
Christian. This is to say that what happened to Jesus in 
his Transfiguration and then in his Resurrection is the 
destiny of those who are united to him in Holy Baptism 
and the Holy Eucharist. 
 
Such a viewpoint suggests that Christian life is more 
about a developmental process than one specific 
moment in which a person makes his or her decision 
“for the Lord” and is “saved,” case closed. Indeed, the 

Orthodox understand God’s grace as a divine energy capable of transforming the 
Christian slowly and gradually so that the love of God might shine more brightly in 
one’s life and one’s relationships with others and this world: “Beholding the light of 
Christ, may we changed into his likeness from glory to glory” (today’s collect). Of 
course it helps to be open to the transforming presence of the Spirit in one’s life: 
there can be no coercion when it comes to love.  
 
That love, like the sun, is intended to radiate outward: “Let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven” (Matthew 5:16). The transfiguration of Jesus is a sign of what is to come:  
he descends the mountaintop, enters a village, and there releases a young boy from 
a harmful spirit. The radiant light is embodied and expressed in delivering someone 
from torment: an act of healing.  
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Is this not a time in which God’s radiant healing is needed in our lives, our divided 
nation, and our troubled world? Should not our meditation and prayer this week 
consider those places in our lives that call out for such light, such healing – and 
should not our labor, inspired by such prayer, radiate outward, touching gently the 
wounds of soul, mind, or body we encounter; radiate outward, resisting steadfastly 
the forces that make for torment in our common life?  
 
Preparation in Epiphany 
We have entered the last week of the Epiphany season in which the Light of Christ’s 
life and birth spreads through the calling of disciples and Jesus’ proclamation of the 
Reign of God. Household worship can take place anywhere but it is most 
appropriate at a dining table, coffee table, or home altar. The color of Epiphany is a 
deep green. If you have access to greens, let these mark your place of household 
prayer. Anglican spirituality holds that all the senses can disclose God’s presence – 
not just texts for speaking or singing. Do you have incense? Then burn it as you 
pray, letting your prayer rise with the fragrant smoke. Should you have an image or 
icon of Christ’s public ministry, let this holy artifact be present at prayer (many 
such images can be found with a Google search and then printed).  

 
 
Sunday, February 10, Annual Meeting 
Members and friends of Christ Church Parish will gather online 
today for the parish annual meeting from 12 Noon to 1:00 p.m. 
Look for the Zoom link in your email on Sunday morning. 
 
 
 

 
Shrove Tuesday February 12, Zoom Mardi Gras  
Wear your Wacky Hat and gather at 7:00 p.m.  
Participate in a Chat Alleluia Scroll. 
Out with Epiphany, in with Lent! 
Look for the Zoom link in your email Tuesday morning. 
 

 
Wednesday, February 17, Ash Wednesday 
The Ash Wednesday liturgy will be celebrated on Zoom at 7:00 
p.m. Members and friends of Christ Church who regularly receive 
emails (e.g., The Weekly and Conversation & Compline) will 
receive the Zoom link for this liturgy on the morning of the 17th.  

 
 
If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your 
browser. 
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Acclamation 
Make the sign of the cross as you say, 
(+) Blessed be the Triune God whose light shines 
throughout the world. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom of peace, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

Collect 
O God,  
who before the passion of your only-begotten Son  
revealed his glory upon the holy mountain:  
Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance,  
may be strengthened to bear our cross,  
and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Word of God for the Last Sunday after the Epiphany 
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpiLast_RCL.html#nt1 
 
2 Kings 2:1-12 
 
Psalm 50:1-6 
 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
 
Mark 9:2-9 
Read the Gospel aloud slowly.  
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain 
apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became 
dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to 
them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, 
“Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one 
for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were terrified.  
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Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is 
my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they looked around, they saw 
no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Hymn 
Listen to the Anglican Chorale of South Florida sing this Brian Wren text 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OrBq2mAidZ0 
 
Christ upon the mountain peak 
stands alone in glory blazing; 
let us, if we dare to speak, 
with the saints and angels praise him. Alleluia! 
 
Trembling at his feet we saw 
Moses and Elijah speaking. 
All the prophets and the law 
shout through them their joyful greeting. Alleluia! 
 
Swift the cloud of glory came. 
God proclaiming in its thunder 
Jesus as his Son by name! 
Nations, cry aloud in wonder! Alleluia! 
 
This is God's beloved Son! 
Law and prophets fade before him; 
first and last and only One, 
let creation now adore him! Alleluia! 
 

A reflection on the gospel by St. Ephrem the Syrian 
Ephrem was a deacon who wrote his reflections in poetry. He 
lived for most of his life in the city of Edessa where he died in 373.  
 
Lord, shed upon our souls the brilliant light of your wisdom 
so that we may be enlightened and serve you with renewed 
purity. Sunrise marks the hour for humans to begin their toil, 
but in our souls, Lord, prepare a dwelling for the day that 
will never end. Grant that we may come to know the risen 
life and that nothing may distract us from the delights you 
offer. Through our unremitting zeal for you, Lord, set upon 
us the sign of your day that is not measured by the sun. 
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Make us worthy to experience the resurrection for which we hope. We have had 
your treasure hidden within us ever since we received baptismal grace; it grows 
ever richer! Teach us to find our joy in your favor.  
 
Lord, we have within us your grace; let it possess us in its full reality when all 
things shall be made new. 
 
The Prayers 
Let us pray to the Lord who is gracious and full of compassion. 
Silence 
 
Faithful God, we praise you for sustaining the church during this difficult time. We 
pray that you give to all preachers and teachers the power of your prophetic Spirit, 
that their words will proclaim the comfort and challenge of Christ. Silence. 
Hear us, O God: 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Architect of the Cosmos, we praise you for continuously creating the earth and 
nourishing its creatures. Through our words and actions, we pray that you will 
restore the lands, air, and waters that have been harmed by human misuse. Silence. 
Hear us, O God: 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Governor of the Nations, we praise you for the peace that has marked our days 
since the inauguration of our president. Give your wisdom to our elected and 
appointed officials, to political parties, and to local organizers, that in all things 
they endeavor to serve the common good. Silence. 
Hear us, O God: 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Compassionate Healer, we praise you for each day of health, and we pray for all 
who are sick or suffering [speak their names aloud]. Comfort those with emotional 
distress, those institutionalized, living on the streets, or residing in our homes. We 
praise you for the development of Covid-19 vaccines, and we pray for their fair and 
prompt distribution. Silence.  
Hear us, O God: 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Shepherd of Israel, we praise you for your life-giving presence in the common life 
of our parish. As we gather in annual meeting, enliven our labor with your Spirit of 
wisdom and guide us in continuing your Son’s saving mission. Silence.  
Hear us, O God: 
Your mercy is great. 
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O God, our Hope for years to come, welcome all who have died in the 
communion of Christ’s Church and all those whose faith is known to you alone 
[speak their names aloud]; that, with all the saints, they may have rest with you, 
where there is no pain or grief, but only life eternal. Silence. 
Hear us, O God: 
Your mercy is great. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Concluding Collect 
Almighty and ever living God,  
ruler of all things in heaven and earth,  
hear our prayers for this parish:  
Strengthen the faithful, assist us in our need,  
and enliven our commitment to the mission of your Son.  
Grant us all things necessary for our common life,  
and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy Church; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
[“For the parish,” BCP 817] 
 
 

Blessing 
May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you,  
that your lives may be a light to the world;  
and the blessing of God Almighty,  
(+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you, and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
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Thanksgiving at table 
Use this prayer whenever you gather for a meal this week 
 
O good and gracious God, 
we praise you for the light of Christ 
that shines in our midst. 
Receive our thanks for the gifts of this table 
and strengthen us with your love 
that we may be steadfast witnesses to your light in the world.  
Grant his through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
	
 
Notes 
Reflection: “Radiant light,” Fr. Samuel Torvend  
Image: Lewis Bowman, “Transfiguration,” 2008  
Opening acclamation: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, with revision 
Collect: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Biblical readings: The New Revised Common Lectionary adapted for Episcopal 
 Use, 2006 
Gospel reading: New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible (Washington, DC: 
 The National  Council of Churches, 1989) 
Hymn: Text: Brian Wren; Tune: Peter Cutts  
Reflection: St Ephrem the Syrian, “Sermon 3” 
Image: Theophanes the Greek (?), Icon of the Transfiguration, 14th c. 
Prayers: Gail Ramshaw, with revisions, ELCA Worship In the Home, 2021 
Lord’s Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Concluding Prayer: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (Nashville: Consultation 
 on Common Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers)  
Blessing: Book of Occasional Services, 2018 
Thanksgiving at Table: Fr. Samuel Torvend, Welcome Home: Scripture, Prayers, 
 and Blessings for the Household: Year of Mark (Minneapolis: Augsburg 
 Fortress, 1996) 
	


