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You are marked as Christ’s own forever 
The baptismal liturgy celebrated by the Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholics, and 
Anglicans includes marking the forehead of the newly-baptized with chrism, 
scented olive oil, in the shape of a cross. One frequently sees people, when 
entering church, wetting their fingers in the baptismal font or pool and then making 
the sign of the cross on their forehead or over their heart – a renewal of their being 
claimed by the Triune God as a disciple of Jesus Christ in Holy Baptism. 

 
That cross, says our tradition, was formed from the wood of a tree. 
Thus, the meaning of that gesture expands from the cruel instrument 
of Roman capital punishment – crucifixion – to the Tree of Life in 
Paradise (Genesis 2) and the Tree of Life in the New Jerusalem on 
earth (Revelation 22). And then there is the marking of the forehead 
on Ash Wednesday with ashes produced from the burning of the 

Palm Sunday palm branches – the incorporation of the palm tree into the 
vocabulary of Christian practice.  
 
The Book of Common Prayer includes these words to be spoken as ash is traced on 
the forehead: “Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return.” In this 
odd year in which most Christians are unable to gather in churches for the Lenten 
liturgies, we can still make the sign of the cross on our foreheads or, if we live with 
others, on the foreheads of our companions or family members. Without ash, we 
may well employ another phrase used in Ash Wednesday liturgies: “Repent and 
believe the good news.”  
 
That word “repent” in the Greek of the gospels actually means, “turn in a new 
direction,” “take a new path.” Each year we receive the gift of the Lenten season in 
order to ask ourselves, “In what direction do I need to go, do we need to go as 
individuals and a people baptized into the life of Christ and this Christian 
community?” And that word “believe” has its origin in the Middle English and 
Germanic words for cherishing, loving, holding something or someone precious. It 
can mean, lovingly embrace the good news. Rather than the dour Lent which many 
of us experienced earlier in life, this Lent can be marked by what the Eastern 
Orthodox call “a solemn joy.” The good news of God’s presence among us – 
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guiding, strengthening, and loving us into deeper life – calls out for our embrace 
and with it the possibility of a solemn joy.  

 
Where might God be leading us in this season of grace? In his 
poem, Ash Wednesday, the Anglican priest and poet, Malcolm 
Guite, offers one response to the question: care for the earth 
and for its many life-giving trees. Here the burning of trees due 
to climate change (something we know quite well) serves as a 
sign of human folly  and yet – and yet – with Christ there is the 
promise of life:  

 
Receive this cross of ash upon your brow, 
Brought from the burning of Palm Sunday’s cross. 
The forests of the world are burning now 
And you make late repentance for the loss. 
But all the trees of God would clap their hands 
The very stones themselves would shout and sing 
If you could covenant to love these lands 
And recognize in Christ their Lord and king. 
He sees the slow destruction of those trees, 
He weeps to see the ancient places burn, 
And still you make what purchases you please, 
And still to dust and ashes you return. 
But Hope could rise from ashes even now 
Beginning with this sign upon your brow. 
 
 
The Paschal Season 2021 
 
The First Sunday in Lent, February 21 
 
The Sixth Sunday in Lent, Palm Sunday, March 28 
 
The Sacred Triduum,  
Maundy Thursday, March 31 
Good Friday, April 1 
Holy Saturday, April 2  
 
The Day of Resurrection, Sunday, April 3 
 
The Ascension, Thursday, May 13 
 
The Day of Pentecost, Sunday, May 23 
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All gather in silence. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the 
sins of all who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that 
we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain 
of you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
Isaiah 58:1-12 
 
Psalm 103:8-14 
Listen to the choir of Ely Cathedral sing Psalm 103 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TnRFH7tOF8I 
 
The LORD is full of compassion and mercy, * 
    slow to anger and of great kindness. 
  
The LORD will not always accuse us, * 
    nor remain angry with us forever.  
 
The LORD has not dealt with us according to our sins, * 
    nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 
  
For as the heavens are high above the earth, * 
    so is God’s mercy great upon us.  
  
As far as the east is from the west, * 
    so far has God removed our sins from us. 
  
As parents care for their children, * 
    so does the LORD care for us.  
 
 For our Creator knows of what we are made; * 
    And remembers that we are but dust. 
  
 
A reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
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Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 
Jesus said, "Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by 
them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
 

"So whenever you give 
alms, do not sound a 
trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the 
streets, so that they may be 
praised by others. Truly I 

tell you, they have received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your 
left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 
"And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and 
pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by 
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But whenever you pray, go 
into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 
"And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 
their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 
so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; 
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 
"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume 
and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Silence and stillness 
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The presider invites the people to observe the season of Lent. 
 
Dear People of God: The first Christians observed with great devotion the days of 
our Lord's passion and resurrection, and it became the custom of the Church to 
prepare for them by a season of penitence and fasting. This season of Lent provided 
a time in which converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. It was also a 
time when those who, because of notorious sins, had been separated from the body 
of the faithful were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and restored to the 
fellowship of the Church. Thereby, the whole congregation was put in mind of the 
message of pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel of our Savior, and of the 
need that all Christians continually have to renew their repentance and faith. 
 
I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, 
by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by 
reading and meditating on God's holy Word. And, to make a right beginning 
of repentance, and as a mark of our mortal nature, let us now bow before the Lord, 
our maker and redeemer. 

 
Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God,  
You have created us out of the dust  
of the earth 
and have brought us into the Kingdom  
of your beloved Son 
with the waters of Holy Baptism. 

 
Let the marking of the sign of his holy cross 
be for us a reminder of our mortality  
and a sign of your gracious presence in our lives. 
Amen. 
 
All make the sign of the cross on their foreheads. 
 
Litany of Penitence 
The presider and people confess together: 
 
Most holy and merciful Father: 
We confess to you and to one another, 
and to the whole communion of saints 
in heaven and on earth, 
that we have sinned by our own fault 
in thought, word, and deed; 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
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The presider continues 
 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others, as we have been 
forgiven. 
Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 
We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us. 
We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
Have mercy on us, Lord. 
 
We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the pride, hypocrisy, and 
impatience of our lives, 
We confess to you, Lord. 
 
Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, 
We confess to you, Lord. 
 
Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than 
ourselves, 
We confess to you, Lord. 
 
Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily 
life and work, 
We confess to you, Lord. 
 
Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that is 
in us, 
We confess to you, Lord. 
 
Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done: 
for our blindness to human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice 
and cruelty, 
Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 
For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our 
prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, 
Accept our repentance, Lord. 
 
For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those 
who come after us, 
Accept our repentance, Lord. 
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Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us; 
Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great. 
 
Accomplish in us the work of your salvation, 
That we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 
By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord, 
Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desires not the death of 
sinners, but rather that they may turn from their wickedness and live, has given 
power and commandment to his ministers to declare and pronounce to his people, 
being penitent, the absolution and remission of their sins. He pardons and absolves 
all those who truly repent, and with sincere hearts believe his holy Gospel. 
 
Therefore we beseech him to grant us true repentance and his Holy Spirit, that 
those things may please him which we do on this day, and that the rest of our life 
hereafter may be pure and holy, so that at the last we may come to his eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us go in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
All depart in silence 
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