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“We love Jesus, but his followers? Meh.” 
In 1985, the Yale historian Jaroslav Pelikan published Jesus Through the Centuries: 
His Place in the History of Culture. It was a sensational success for Yale University 
Press and remains a much read book, eventually published in coffee table form 
with amazing illustrations drawn from each cultural epoch under investigation. At 
the end of his study, in his concluding chapter, entitled “The Man Who Belongs to 
the World,” Pelikan wrote that as interest in Jesus continues to increase across 
many religions and cultures in the modern world, interest in the community that 
bears his name has decreased if not fallen precipitously. Jesus up, church down. 
Perhaps that is so, at least in North America and Western Europe. The story looks a 
bit different in Africa, the Indian sub-continent, Latin America, and regions of East 
Asia where Christian communities seem to be thriving and growing. Indeed, the 
South African Archbishop, Desmond Tutu, has suggested that Christians in what 
were once called “Third World” countries are poised to send missionaries to 
Europe and North America, to begin a new evangelization. No kidding. 
 
The Gospel for this Sunday makes clear that Jesus did not enter public life alone. 
He called people – colleagues, participants – into his movement of reform, what he 
preached and enacted as the Kingdom of God, a Way of Life in the world so 
different than what the dominant culture, the Roman Empire, valued. Of course the 
movement he animated – against all odds – grew among the many different 
cultures of the Mediterranean, Western Asia, and East Africa during the first 380 
years of its existence. As the sociologist Rodney Stark makes clear in his wonderful 
book, The Rise of Christianity, that growth was animated by Christians who asked 
for commitment and sacrifice from those who were thinking about sloughing off the 
values and practices of the dominant imperial culture. There was virtually no sign 
on the door that said “Welcome,” that said “Come to the table.”  
 
There was, instead, a process in which spiritual seekers were asked what they saw 
of value in the Christian community; in which they were asked if they were willing 
to wash off those values and practices of the dominant culture at odds with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. There was a process of engaging the stories of the Christian 
community as found in Scripture, of learning how to pray and worship with others, 
and thus, from common prayer and enlightened learning, how to be public 
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witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ – even if that meant being on the receiving 
end of cultural skepticism, intolerance, and persecution.  
 
In 380, the Emperor Theodosius declared Christianity the religion of the state. One 
Christian bishop who opposed this momentous change – in which a movement 
became an established government institution – wrote that one could see hordes of  
“pagan” Roman senators running so quickly to the baptismal font that their togas 
flew off their bodies, so eager were they to include the word “Christian” on their 
résumés and thus gain favor with the emperor. So much for a heartfelt commitment 
to the Kingdom of God revealed in the life of Jesus and the risk such a commitment 
might entail.  
 
Perhaps we know the lure and the power of privilege. Yes? 
 
Among mainline Protestants, Anglicans, and middle class, college educated Roman 
Catholics, the departure from Christian faith and life continues – and for many 

reasons: pedophilia, skepticism of any 
and every “institution,” answers to 
questions no one is asking, and an ever-
present tendency to conserve rather than 
risk. And then there is the presiding 
bishop of the Episcopal Church, a 
passionate promoter of what he calls the 
Jesus Movement. Say, is he on to 
something?  

 
 
Preparation in Epiphany 
We have entered the third week of the Epiphany season in which the Light of 
Christ’s life and birth spreads through the calling of disciples and Jesus’ 
proclamation of the Reign of God. Household worship can take place anywhere 
but it is most appropriate at a dining table, coffee table, or home altar. The color of 
Epiphany is a deep green. If you have access to greens, let these mark your place of 
household prayer. Anglican spirituality holds that all the senses can disclose God’s 
presence – not just texts for speaking or singing. Do you have incense? Then burn it 
as you pray, letting your prayer rise with the fragrant smoke. Should you have an 
image or icon of Christ’s public ministry, let this holy artifact be present at prayer 
(many such images can be found with a Google search and then printed).  
 
If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your 
browser. 
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Acclamation 
Make the sign of the cross as you say, 
(+) Blessed be the Triune God whose light shines 
throughout the world. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom of peace, now and forever. 
Amen.  

 
 
Canticle  
Listen as the National Lutheran Choir sings this delightful setting of the Gloria 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PIYxcfDdJAs 
 
Gloria in excelsis Deo et in terra pax. 
Glory to God in the highest 
And on earth, peace. 
 
Collect 
Give us grace, O Lord,  
To answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ  
And proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation,  
That the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works;  
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
Forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Word of God for the Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi3_RCL.html 
 
Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
 
Psalm 62:6-14 
The Choir of Westminster Abbey sings the psalm 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gg2f_AzzirQ 
 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
 
Mark 1:14-20 
Read the Gospel aloud slowly.  
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 
and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the good news.” 
 
As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, 
“Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” And immediately they left their 
nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee 
and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he 
called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and 
followed him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 
Reflection on the Gospel by John Pilch 
John Pilch (1936-2016), a medical anthropologist and 
distinguished scholar of the New Testament, taught at 
Georgetown University in Washington, DC. He spent his 
life studying the cultural world of Jesus. 
 
 

Modern believers are amazed that the people Jesus invites to join him seem to drop 
everything and follow him immediately. It is all the more amazing if this is the first 
time they have met each other. Yet it is highly likely that Jesus and the four 
followers he summons here are not strangers. If they have not personally met each 
other before this time, they were aware of each other’s aspirations and objectives. 
News travelled quickly in the ancient world thanks to gossip networks. 
 
Jesus the artisan moves from Nazareth, an insignificant village, to Capernaum, a 
hub of activity on the Sea of Galilee at the crossroads of major highways. His 
presence and activity stir curiosity and become the topic of gossip. He does not 
seem to have gone there to seek work. Instead, he appears to be seeking people to 
join him in a common venture. 
 
Gathering a following is a common occurrence in the Mediterranean world. 
Technically, a group that gathers for a specific purpose for a limited time is called a 
“coalition.” The coalition that Jesus gathers is technically called a “faction” 
because it focuses on a central person who holds the loyalty of the group. 
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Invariably, the faction leader has a concern or grievance and gathers around him 
others who share it.  
 
What were the grievance and the aspirations, objectives, and hopes of the 
fishermen who joined Jesus’ faction? These are never spelled out. The facts, 
however, that Jesus was known as the son of an artisan and that these first four 
members of his group were fishermen make it probable that they found common 
cause in the oppressive difficulties of their daily lives. Such experiences would be 
the underpinning for Jesus’ broader project of proclaiming the reign of God, the 
authentic patron or father of Israel. 
 
Western believers like to romanticize Jesus’ call of his first followers. Cultural 
insights demonstrate that issues of livelihood were at stake. What real-life issues in 
America prompt people to follow Jesus with undivided loyalty? 
 
The Prayers 
Let us pray for the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, 
and united in one communion of faith and witness throughout the world.  
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Gregory, our diocesan Bishop, 
for all who minister in the church, and for all the holy people of God whose lives 
reflect the light of Christ. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.  
 
Let us pray for the mission of the Church to promote the unconditional love and 
justice of God, generous forgiveness, and the work that makes for reconciliation. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
For those in positions of public trust, for the President, Congress, and Supreme 
Court, and for all newly elected public servants, that in this time of political 
division and pandemic, the Spirit of God will guide them to care for the most 
vulnerable people in our nation. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
For the poor, the persecuted, and the sick [speak their names aloud]; for those who 
suffer with virus infection and for healthcare providers who work to sustain life and 
ease the suffering of the dying; for a comprehensive federal and state plan to 
deliver vaccines; for those who are wearied by depression and anxiety.  
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
For those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have injured or offended; for 
ourselves, for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit to 
amend our lives. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
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For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is 
known to you alone [speak their names aloud]; that, with all the saints, they may 
have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal.  
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Concluding Collect 
Holy God,  
you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence 
and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. 
Bring healing to all wounds, 
make whole all that is broken, 
speak truth to all illusion, 
and shed light in every darkness, 
that all creation will see your glory in Christ Jesus, 
who lives and reigns with you and Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
Blessing 
May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your 
lives may be a light to the world; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, (+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
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Thanksgiving at table 
Use this prayer whenever you gather for a meal this week 
 
O good and gracious God, 
We praise you for the light of Christ 
That shines in our midst. 
Receive our thanks for the gifts of this table 
And strengthen us with your love 
That we may be steadfast witnesses to your light in the world.  
Grant his through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Notes 
Meditation: “We love Jesus, but his followers? Meh,” Fr. Samuel Torvend 
Opening acclamation: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, with revision 
Gloria in excelsis: Composed by David Cherwien 
Collect: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Biblical readings: The New Revised Common Lectionary adapted for Episcopal 
 Use, 2006 
Psalm: Anglican chant sung by the Choir of Westminster Abbey, London 
Gospel reading: New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible (Washington, DC: 
 The National  Council of Churches, 1989) 
Image: Roman mosaic, Hippo Regius, early 3rd c.  
Reflection on the Gospel: John Pilch, The Cultural World of Jesus: Year B 
 (Collegeville: The Liturgical Press, 1996) 
Prayers: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, with revision 
Lord’s Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Concluding Prayer 1: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (Nashville: Consultation 
 on Common Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers)  
Blessing: Book of Occasional Services, 2018 
Thanksgiving at Table: Fr. Samuel Torvend, Welcome Home: Scripture, Prayers, 
 and Blessings for the Household: Year of Mark (Minneapolis: Augsburg 
 Fortress,1996) 
	


