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Lift ev’ry voice in protest 
There is a predictable development after a charismatic leader dies: his or her 
followers, seeking to carry on the leader’s particular mission, tend to codify and 
organize the leader’s teaching or actions, set up memorials, and frequently set apart 
the leader’s birth or death date as a holiday or holy day. All this is good and 
understandable – as long as one recognizes the danger inherent in such a process: 
the initial energy of the leader can be relegated to the past, for the leader is no 
longer present; the initial energy can become institutionalized, the leader’s 
teachings or actions admired but not embraced by subsequent generations. 
 
On January 6, a well-coordinated plan led to a terrorist attack on the Capitol in 
Washington, DC. Five people were killed. Elected public officials were threatened 
with deadly force. At the same time, smaller protests by frequently armed citizens 
took place at state houses and governors’ mansions throughout the nation – protests 
with a violent melody that has not yet grown silent.  
 
One factor out of many asks for our attention: the vast majority of the mob were 
white people who loudly shouted the name of Jesus and claimed to be Christians. 
These women and men are supporters of a leader who has fueled racial division 
and welcomed the support of racist, anti-Muslim, and anti-Jewish groups. These 
same terrorists when confronted with their infamy have pointed to the many 
demonstrations across the nation in protest of racial injustice and police brutality: a 

false equivalency to be sure.  
 
White women and men, carrying arms, defecating in 
the Capitol, and looking for elected officials to harm – 
while shouting that “Jesus saves”? No. No. There is 
nothing – nothing Christian here. One wonders if 
these domestic terrorists, while wearing crosses and 

cheering for Jesus, ever read the gospels: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
will be called children of God ... I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer ... I say to 
you, Love your enemies” (Matthew 5:9, 39, 44).  
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Ah, but someone did read the Sermon on the 
Mount. Martin Luther King, Jr., a Baptist minister, 
read the gospel and in allowing the teaching of 
Jesus to suffuse his life, he served the nation as a 
leader of non-violence and peaceful yet persuasive 
protest – despite the efforts of the FBI, the White 
House, and the mighty power of Southern white 
police to silence him.  

 
We are a church that believes in the communion of saints. Our tradition invites us 
to ask the martyrs, confessors, and saints to join us in prayer to God; our tradition 
invites us to ask the martyrs, confessors, and saints to pray with us and for us to 
God. We are in a perilous moment: a torrent of armed rage is flowing through our 
national landscape, an anger that frequently masks itself in vague “Christian” 
language. But let’s be clear: there is nothing Christian here. One cannot threaten 
the life of another while cheering for Jesus. 
 
Martin of God, pray for us that “the LORD will have mercy on this nation; deliver 
us from falsehood, malice, and disobedience; and turn our feet into the path of 
peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Book of Occasional Services 2018).  
 
Preparation in Epiphany 
We have entered the second week of the Epiphany season in which the Light of 
Christ’s life and birth spreads through the calling of disciples and Jesus’ 
proclamation of the Reign of God. Household worship can take place anywhere 
but it is most appropriate at a dining table, coffee table, or home altar. The color of 
Epiphany is a deep green. If you have access to greens, let these mark your place of 
household prayer. Anglican spirituality holds that all the senses can disclose God’s 
presence – not just texts for speaking or singing. Do you have incense? Then burn it 
as you pray, letting your prayer rise with the fragrant smoke. Should you have an 
image or icon of Christ’s public ministry, let this holy artifact be present at prayer 
(many such images can be found with a Google search and then printed).  
 
If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your 
browser. 
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Acclamation 
Make the sign of the cross as you say, 
(+) Blessed be the Triune God whose light shines throughout 
the world. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom of peace, now and forever. 
Amen.  

 
Canticle Gloria in excelsis 
Listen to the Cape Town South Africa Youth Choir sing this lively setting of the 
Gloria, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q-owU9Zi07M 
 
Collect 
Almighty God,  
whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world:  
Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments,  
may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory,  
that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns,  
one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
The Word of God for the Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi2_RCL.html 
 
1 Samuel 3:1-10(11-20) 
 
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 
Listen to this Anglican chant setting of the psalm 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tqb5n8i8fwk 
 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
 
John 1:43-51 
Read the Gospel aloud slowly.  
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now 
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael 
and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the 

prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip 
said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus 
saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said 
of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom 
there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him,  
 
“Where did you get to know me?” Jesus 
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree 

before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You 
are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I 
saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to 
him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
A reflection by Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. (1929-1968) was an American Baptist minister who became the 
leader of the civil rights movement from 1955 until his assassination in 1968. He was 
known for advancing civil rights through nonviolent civil disobedience, inspired by his 
Christian beliefs. He received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964.  
 
I have tried to say that healthy discontent can be channeled into the creative outlet 
of nonviolent direct action. Some say this approach is “extremist.” But I gradually 
gained a measure of satisfaction from the label.  
 
Was not Jesus an extremist for love: ‘‘Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and 
persecute you.” Was not Amos an extremist for justice: “Let justice roll down like 
waters and righteousness like an ever flowing stream.” Was not Paul an extremist 
for the Christian gospel: “I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.” Was not 
Martin Luther an extremist: “Here I stand; I cannot do otherwise, so help me God.” 
And Abraham Lincoln: “This nation cannot survive half slave and half free.”  
 
So the question is not whether we will be extremists, but what kind of extremists 
we will be. Will we be extremists for hate or for love? Will we be extremists for the 
preservation of injustice or for the extension of justice?  
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In that dramatic scene on Calvary’s hill three men were crucified. We must never 
forget that all three were crucified for the same crime – the crime of extremism. 
Two were extremists for immorality, and thus fell below their environment. The 
other, Jesus Christ, was an extremist for love, truth and goodness, and thereby rose 
above his environment. Perhaps the nation and the world are in dire need of 
creative extremists. 
 
The Prayers 
Let us pray for Christ’s church throughout the world; for the unity of his scattered 
and divided Body; and for our common sharing in his loving, liberating, and life-
giving mission. [Silence] Merciful God, hear our prayer.  
 
Let us pray for our nation as we approach the inauguration of a new president and 
the beginning of a new administration; for the enlightenment of the Spirit of 
wisdom, patience, and justice on all those elected to public service. [Silence] 
Merciful God, hear our prayer.  
 
Let us pray for those who suffer with virus infection and those near death; for 
healthcare providers exhausted by their work; for those who urge a greater and just 
sharing of life-saving vaccines. [Silence] Merciful God, hear our prayer.  
 
Let us pray for the unemployed and those who live in fear of eviction from their 
homes; for the hungry, the homeless, and those whose lives are bound by anxiety 
and depression; for all who yearn for wise and just leadership responsive to human 
need. [Silence] Merciful God, hear our prayer.  

 
Let us pray that God will bring an end to the 
scourge of racial injustice in our land; for the 
strength to recognize our own harmful thoughts 
toward those different from us; and for the 
willingness to repent, trusting in God’s mercy and 
God’s power to amend our lives. [Silence] 
Merciful God, hear our prayer.  
 
Let us pray for all who seek the Light of God and a deeper knowledge of God’s 
direction in their lives; for spiritual directors, counselors, parents, spouses, and 
friends who offer wise counsel. [Silence] Merciful God, hear our prayer.  
 
Let us pray for all who have died and all who mourn the death of family and 
friends; for the consolation of the Spirit and the sure and certain knowledge of 
Christ’s victory over the powers of death. [Silence] Merciful God, hear our prayer.  
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Let us pray for ourselves, that steadfast in faith, grounded in hope, and generous in 
love, we may at last enjoy the wedding feast of heaven with the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, St. Peter, St. Paul, and all our beloved ones. [Silence] Merciful God, hear our 
prayer.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Concluding Collects 
Holy God,  
you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence 
and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. 
Bring healing to all wounds, 
make whole all that is broken, 
speak truth to all illusion, 
and shed light in every darkness, 
that all creation will see your glory in Christ Jesus, 
who lives and reigns with you and Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God,  
by the hand of Moses your servant  
you led your people out of slavery,  
and made them free at last:  
Grant that your church,  
following the example of your prophet Martin Luther King,  
may resist oppression in the name of your love,  
and may strive to secure for all your children  
the blessed liberty of the Gospel of Jesus Christ;  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Blessing 
May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you,  
that your lives may be a light to the world;  
and the blessing of God Almighty,  
(+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you, and remain with you always.  
Amen. 

	
Thanksgiving at table 
Use this prayer whenever you gather for a meal this week 
 
O good and gracious God, 
we praise you for the light of Christ 
that shines in our midst. 
Receive our thanks for the gifts of this table 
and strengthen us with your love 
that we may be steadfast witnesses to your light in the world.  
Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Notes 
Meditation: “Lift ev’ry voice in protest,” Fr. Samuel Torvend 
Photograph by Madison Muller: Marching on the Capitol, January 6, 2021 
Photograph: Arrest of Martin Luther King, Jr., in 1958 for “loitering” 
Opening acclamation: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, with revision 
Gloria in excelsis: from Missa Kenya; composer: Paul Basler  
Collect: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Biblical readings: The New Revised Common Lectionary adapted for Episcopal 
 Use, 2006 
Psalm: Wakefield Cathedral Choir 
Gospel reading: New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible (Washington, DC: 
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Image: Jesus Mafa, “The Calling of the Disciples,” 1970s 
Meditation on the Gospel: Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,”  
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Prayers: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, with revision 
Photograph by Otto Bettmann: The March on SeIma, 1965  
Lord’s Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Concluding Prayer 1: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (Nashville: Consultation 
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