Tacoma, Washington
Household Worship
Sunday, January 10, 2021
The First Sunday after the Epiphany
The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Looking for the presence of God in January’s cold days
Leo the Great, bishop of Rome in the fifth century, asserted in one of his Easter
sermons what became an essential teaching of the Christian community: the
actions of the Redeemer during his life on earth have passed into the life of his
Body through the actions of the church. That is, the Lord’s bodily presence has
been poured into the lives of every new generation through the gestures, postures,
and actions of the Christian people, the Body of Christ. Thus, for Leo, Christians
were washed in water, marked with fragrant olive oil, clothed in a white robe,
handed a burning torch, led in procession to the assembly, greeted with bows,
marked with pungent incense, served honey mixed with milk, given a fragment of
bread and a generous drink of wine – all this because of the Lord’s baptism in the
River Jordan and his baptism in the Cross at Jerusalem.
Well, we might consider his teaching quaint if not a
little old-fashion in a culture, our culture, that lives
largely if not exclusively for the new in the present
moment. And having been taught, often
unconsciously by marketers, to always be on the
lookout for the next best thing to replace that “old”
thing – a car, one’s clothing, a cell phone – the “old”
is easily relegated to the bin of nostalgia. Ah, but Leo would argue differently. He
would suggest that the old – an action of the past – is present with us today. How
so, you ask? Why through the agency of the Spirit who acts through the ancient
thing – a water washing, for instance – to bring something to life in the present.
This is where sacramental Christians differ from other Christians. For many in the
large tent we call Christianity, the water washing of Holy Baptism serves only one
purpose: as a reminder of something significant that happened centuries ago. Ah,
but not for us. Water, olive oil, a white garment, a taste of real bread, and a sip of
wine are not reminders: they are the very ordinary things through which the divine
comes to us, abides with us, and leads us. Didn’t we just celebrate such a thing on
December 25: that the incomprehensible yet compassionate spirit who is God
becomes one with human flesh?

The baptism of Jesus is a point of transition in which he moves from a private life of
relative anonymity to a public life and his mission to proclaim through actions and
words the nearness of God and God’s desire for a world in which love and justice,
forgiveness and reconciliation prevail. Are we not in great if not desperate need of
this nearness and this world as a new mutation of the corona virus spreads, as
hospitals and healthcare workers are stretched to the limit, as many grow weary of
life-saving restrictions, as the nation is hobbled by rancor over the presidential
election, and as unemployment increases? Doom and gloom fill the airwaves and
yet – and yet – it was in the midst of poverty, unemployment, short life expectancy,
food insecurity, racial division, and political oppression sanctioned by a narcissistic
ruler that the son of God appeared in great humility on earth.
Can’t remember your baptism as an infant? Never mind: it is still alive in you, for in
baptism God promised to be with you – and is with you. But of equal if not greater
importance, the Spirit’s water washing of your life was also your movement into a
public life as a participant in the public mission of Jesus in this world. While
generations of Christians have been led to believe that the one value of Holy
Baptism is a free ride to eternal life, that view is not large enough. There is the
promise of eternal life, but the question is rightly asked: How should we then spend
our lives on earth? The answer is challenging: spend your energy and whatever
time you have before death in promoting love as commitment to the well-being of
others, pursuing justice, learning forgiveness, and working for reconciliation where
there is unnecessary division. That mission is needed now more than ever. Will it
shape your life in the coming new year?
Preparation in Epiphany
We have entered the first full week of the Epiphany season in which the Light of
Christ’s life and birth spreads through the calling of disciples and Jesus’
proclamation of the Reign of God. Household worship can take place anywhere
but it is most appropriate at a dining table, coffee table, or home altar. The color of
Epiphany is a deep green. If you have access to greens, let these mark your place of
household prayer. Anglican spirituality holds that all the senses can disclose God’s
presence – not just texts for speaking or singing. Do you have incense? Then burn it
as you pray, letting your prayer rise with the fragrant smoke. Should you have an
image or icon of Christ’s baptism, let this holy artifact be present at prayer (many
such images can be found with a Google search and then printed). For the
Epiphany blessing of your home, go to the end of this program and find it after the
table thanksgiving.
If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your
browser.
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Acclamation
Make the sign of the cross as you say,
(+) Blessed be the Triune God
whose light shines throughout the world.
And blessed be God’s kingdom of peace, now and forever. Amen.
There is one Body and one Spirit;
There is one hope in God's call to us.
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
One God and Father of all.
Canticle Gloria in excelsis
Listen to the lovely chanting of the Angels’ Song
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zcIyj3Kp14
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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Collect
Father in heaven,
who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit:
Grant that all who are baptized into his Name
may keep the covenant they have made,
and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior;
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns,
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The Word of God for the Baptism of the Lord
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and
should always be read. It follows after a reading
from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading
from the early church. The first three scripture texts
can be found here:
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi1_RCL.html
Genesis 1:1-5
Psalm 29
Listen as the congregation and choir of St John’s College Chapel sing the psalm
https://www.sjcchoir.co.uk/listen/sjc-live/psalm-29
Acts 19:1-7
Hymn
The Deer’s Cry | I bind unto myself today
Listen to this haunting setting of a segment of the Breastplate of St. Patrick
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A8psT-9JcpM&feature=emb_logo
Christ be with me, Christ within me,
Christ behind me, Christ before me,
Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
Christ to comfort and restore me.
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,
Christ in hearts of all that love me,
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.
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Mark 1:4-11
Read the Gospel aloud slowly.
The holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed,
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Reflection on the Gospel reading by Frederick Buechner
The Rev. Frederick Buechner is an American theologian and much-published author.
A Presbyterian minister, he is the author of Brendan, a historical fiction of the 6th c. Irish
missionary saint, and Godric, a historical fiction of the 12th c. English hermit.

Baptism consists of getting dunked or sprinkled. Which technique is used matters
about as much as whether you pray kneeling or standing on your head. Dunking is
a better symbol, however.
Going under symbolizes the end of everything about your life that is less than
human. Coming up again symbolizes the beginning in you of something strange
and new and hopeful. You can breathe again.
Question: How about infant baptism? Shouldn’t you wait until the child grows up
enough to know what's going on? Answer: If you don't think there is as much of the
less-than-human in an infant as there is in anybody else, you have lost touch with
reality.
When it comes to the forgiving and transforming love of God, one wonders if the
six-week-old infant knows all that much less than the archbishop of Canterbury
about what's going on.
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The Renewal of Baptismal Vows
Through the Sacrament of Baptism, dear friends,
we take our share in the priestly ministry of the Risen Christ,
and are made members of his Body the Church,
that glorious communion of all the saints,
past, present and yet to come.
Therefore, on this feast of the Lord’s baptism,
let us renew the solemn vows and promises of Holy Baptism,
by which we once promised to serve God faithfully
in Christ’s holy Church and in the world.
Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil
and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
I do.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God's help.
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Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and
return to the Lord?
I will, with God's help.
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God's help.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God's help.
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of
every human being?
I will, with God's help.
Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect the beauty and integrity
of all creation?
I will, with God’s help.
May Almighty God,
who has given us a new birth by water
and the Holy Spirit
and made us one with the saints in heaven
and on earth,
strengthen and support us
in the baptismal life of this holy fellowship,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The Prayers
Merciful and life-giving God, strengthen all the baptized with your Holy Spirit that
we may live as a royal priesthood to the praise of Jesus Christ our Savior.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bless our bishop and all who minister in the Church, that by faithful proclamation
of your word we may be built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets into a
holy temple in the Lord.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give to the world and its peoples the peace that comes from above, that together
we may walk in the path of peace proclaimed by our Lord Jesus Christ.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Hold in your embrace all who witness to your love in the service of the poor and
needy; all who minister to the sick and dying; and all who bring light to those who
dwell in the shadows of despair and death.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Look with favor upon this nation as we struggle with a deadly virus; guide our
leaders to care first for those most in need; sustain our newly elected public
servants with your Spirit of justice and peace.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Remember in your mercy all those gone before us washed in the waters of rebirth,
anointed by your Spirit, and marked by the sign of the cross. With the Blessed
Virgin Mary, the apostles, confessors, and martyrs, may we be numbered among
those welcomed to the great banquet of heaven.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
Your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Concluding Collect
O great Creator of the watery abyss,
you revealed your Son in the River Jordan
and anointed him with the power of the Holy Spirit
to proclaim good news to all people.
Strengthen us by the same Spirit,
that we may proclaim the healing power of the gospel
by acts of love in your name.
We ask through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Blessing
May Almighty God, who led the Magi by the shining of a star to find
the Christ, the Light from Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage, to
find the Lord. Amen.
May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only-begotten at his baptism in
the Jordan River, pour out that Spirit on you who have come to the waters of new
birth. Amen.
May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana,
transform your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, (+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
upon you and remain with you forever. Amen.
Thanksgiving at table
Use this prayer whenever you gather for a meal this week
O good and gracious God,
we praise you for the light of Christ
that shines in our midst.
Receive our thanks for the gifts of this table
and strengthen us with your love
that we may be steadfast witnesses to your light in the world.
Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Epiphany Blessing of the Home
On the top lintel of your front door, use chalk and write the following:
20 + C + M + B + 21
Then pray aloud this prayer:
Visit, we beseech you, O Lord, this place,
and drive away all the snares of the Evil One.
Let your holy angels dwell here to preserve us in peace;
and may your blessing be upon us evermore. Amen.
O Christ, the light of the world,
bless this household with your presence. Amen.
[CMB: Christus Mansionem Benedict, Christ bless this house]
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Notes
Meditation: “Looking for the presence of God in January’s cold days,” Fr. Samuel
Torvend
Image: 17th c. Ethiopian manuscript of the Baptism of Jesus
Opening acclamation: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, with revision
Gloria in excelsis: Richard Rice, courtesy of Corpus Christi Watershed productions
Collect: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979
Image: Woonbo Kim Ki-chang,”Baptism of Christ in Korea,” 2008
Biblical readings: The New Revised Common Lectionary adapted for Episcopal
Use, 2006
Psalm: Setting by Thomas Attwood (1765-1838)
Gospel reading: New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible (Washington, DC:
The National Council of Churches, 1989)
Meditation on the Gospel: Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking: A Seeker’s ABC
(New York: Harper Collins, 1973)
Image: Christ Church Parish Tacoma baptismal font
Renewal of the Baptismal Covenant: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979
Image: Giotto di Bondone, “Baptism of Christ,” 1303
Prayers: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, with revision
Lord’s Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979
Concluding Prayer: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (Nashville: Consultation
on Common Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers)
Blessing: Book of Occasional Services, 2018, with revision
Thanksgiving at Table: Fr. Samuel Torvend, Welcome Home: Scripture, Prayers,
and Blessings for the Household: Year of Mark (Minneapolis: Augsburg
Fortress,1996)
Epiphany Blessing of the Home: “Compline,” The Book of Common Prayer, 1979,
and traditional Epiphany blessing

10

