
	
 
 
 

Tacoma, Washington 
 

Household Worship 
December 24/25, 2020 

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 
 

 
Within a lodge of broken bark 
There is a salient truth that should never be forgotten as 
Christians celebrate the Mystery of the Incarnation during 
the Twelve Days of Christmas: Emmanuel, God with us, is 
here with each of us and with all people throughout the 
world, whether his presence is acknowledged or not. The 
God revealed in Jesus of Nazareth is promiscuous in 
friendship with persons and peoples we ourselves might 
not know, among those we might never think of as friends 
or even friendly acquaintances. 
 
At the same time, another truth is celebrated in this 
season of God’s own light, a season this year marked by 
separation and, for many, by grief: the Word becomes 
flesh where we may least expect it. Set next to God with 

us, God with you and me, we are reminded that God becomes one with flesh 
different than our own. This is abundantly clear in the birth stories of Luke and 
Matthew: the Child is not born among cultured Roman elites or into a powerful 
priestly family of Jerusalem, in those places where custom would expect him to be 
born. He is, in truth, born on the margins, into a family of indigenous laborers who 
were viewed as “least” in the eyes of the world but of immeasurable worth and 
dignity by the Great Creator. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control report that American Indians and Native Alaskans 
are at highest risk for virus infection, with an equally high mortality rate, and  
terribly low access to healthcare when compared to non-Hispanic whites in the 
U.S. In this incredibly ill tempered year, considerable attention has been given to 
the reality of racial injustice across the land. But we ask: who is frequently 
overlooked by cultural, political, and religious leaders in the discussion of such 
injustices? Is it not those who have been sequestered on reservations, who have 
suffered the repeated breaking of treaties and the suppression of their religious 
practices by a government controlled mostly by white people who claim the name 



Christian and celebrate the birth of the Savior born, ironically, into a native, an 
indigenous family? 
 
The Word of God, claims John, does not become one with humankind in a generic 
or abstract fashion but in a historical and geographical manner: in 1st century 
Roman Palestine, a land occupied by a colonial force. The Word of God becomes 
one with us who, in the South Puget Sound, live on land that had been the home of 
the Puyallup and Nisqually People for millennia. For the Indian Shaker Christians 
of this region who have synthesized indigenous rituals and Christian convictions, 
the Word of God is described as an all-enveloping and healing Presence suffusing 
the entire creation. In this regard, they differ little from the medieval mystic, St. 
Hildegard of Bingen, who spoke of Jesus as the Sapphire One who heals the 
wounds of living in this world. Unrelated to the 19th c. Shaker movement of New 
England, Pacific Northwest Indian Shakers speak of Jesus as the Spirit Power who 
brings healing to those who welcome him.  
 
In this year that no one could have imagined in December 2019, is this not Good 
News: that God is with us and with others than us as the Spirit Power who brings 
healing to a nation and a world beset by suffering? And what of us who are 
consciously in touch with this power? Perhaps it’s good to acknowledge that this 
power is greater than any one of us and yet it rightly flows through us into the lives 
of others. For this we can but say: Thanks be to God. 
 
The Christmas Season 
The Christmas Season begins with sunset on December 24 and ends with sunset on 
January 5: Twelve Days of marking the Incarnation of the Word of God in our 
midst. And, it can be a challenge to keep these Twelve Days in a culture that 
claims erroneously that “Christmas” begins on October 15 and ends on December 
25 around 3:00 in the afternoon. But, then, with whom do we keep time: 
merchants or the Christian community? Household worship can take place at a 
dining table, coffee table, or home altar where one has placed the Nativity scene 
or crèche (the Magi need not arrive until January 6). The color of Christmas is white 
(that’s right: not red and green). If you have access to winter greens, let these mark 
your place of household prayer. Anglican spirituality holds that all the senses can 
disclose God’s presence – not just texts for speaking or singing. Many candles 
might burn during household worship, being careful to extinguish them once 
prayer is ended. Do you have incense? Then burn it as you pray, letting your prayer 
rise with the fragrant smoke. Should your crèche be placed elsewhere, let an image 
of the Holy Family serve as the focus of your prayer.  
 
If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your 
browser. 
 
 



 
Acclamation 
Make the sign of the cross as you say,  
Blessed (+) are you, O Christ, the Son of God, 
From time before time, you came into this world to save us. 
Blessed are you, O Sun of Righteousness,  
now and forever. Amen  

 
 
Hymn 
Listen as the congregation at Westminster Abbey London sings “O Come, All Ye 
Faithful,” with the blessing of the crèche 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1wHyMR_SCA 
 

 
The Gloria 
A cantor sings the chant melody of the Angels’ Hymn 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=It2QPXr-8II 
 
 
 

 
Collect  
Almighty God,  
you have given your only-begotten Son  
to take our nature upon him,  
and to be born of a lowly virgin:  
Grant that we, who have been born again  
and made your children by adoption and grace,  
may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit;  
through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
to whom with you and the same Spirit  
be honor and glory,  
now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
The Word of God for the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ  
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay1_RCL.html 
 
Isaiah 9:2-7 



Psalm 96 
Listen as the Women’s Aeolian Chorus of Japan sings this setting of the psalm, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1oWLH86S4I 
 
Cantate Domino canticum novum:  
cantate Domino omnis terra.  
Cantate Domino benedicite nomini eius:  
adnuntiate diem de die salutare eius.  
Quoniam magnus Dominus et laudabilis valde  
terribilis est super omnes deos.  
Quoniam omnes dii gentium daemonia at vero  
Dominus caelos fecit.  
Confessio et pulchritudo in conspectu eius  
sanctimonia et magnificentia in sanctificatione eius  
Laetentur caeli et exultet terra:  
commoveatur mare et plenitudo eius.  
Cantate Domino canticum novum. 
 
Sing to the Lord a new song:  
Sing to the Lord, all the earth.  
Sing and bless the name of the Lord:  
Proclaim God’s salvation from day to day.  
The Lord is great and to be highly praised:  
more to be feared more than all the gods.  
The gods of all other nations are only idols:  
But the Lord created the heavens.  
Glory and majesty are in your presence:  
Power and beauty are in your sanctuary.  
Let the heavens rejoice and let the earth be glad:  
Let the sea and all that is therein roar.  
Sing to the Lord a new song. 
 
Titus 2:11-14 
 
Sequence Hymn 
Listen as Chanticleer sings the first Canadian Christmas carol, written in the Huron 
language by the Jesuit priest Jean de Brébeuf in 1640 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=khQlkRcTdN0 
 
'Twas in the moon of wintertime when all the birds had fled  
That mighty Gitchi Manitou sent angel choirs instead;  
Before their light the stars grew dim and wondering hunters heard the hymn,  
Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria.  
 
 
 
 



Within a lodge of broken bark the tender babe was found;  
A ragged robe of rabbit skin enwrapped his beauty round  
But as the hunter braves drew nigh the angel song rang loud and high  
Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria.  
 
The earliest moon of wintertime is not so round and fair  
As was the ring of glory on the helpless infant there.  
The chiefs from far before him knelt with gifts of fox and beaver pelt.  
Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria.  
 

O children of the forest free, O seed of Manitou  
The holy Child of earth and heaven is born today for you.  
Come kneel before the radiant boy who brings you beauty 
peace and joy.  
Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, in excelsis gloria. 
 
Luke 2:1-20 
Read the Gospel aloud slowly.  
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus 
that all the world should be registered. This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 

Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 
David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do 
not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 



 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
A meditation on the gospel by the Rev. Craig Satterlee 
The Rev. Craig Alan Satterlee is bishop of the Northwest Michigan Synod of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America. He is the author of When God Speaks Through Worship: 
Stories Congregations Live By (2009). 
 
I have heard preachers justifiably bash economically powerful celebrations of 
Christmas. Indeed, Luke acknowledges and then turns away from the structures of 
political power – Augustus and Quirinius. We proclaim that emperors, 
governments, laws, and world orders are trumped by God’s saving purpose. 
 
But there is more. Reading the Christmas story in context, I realize that Luke turns 
away from religious power as well – the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas 
(Luke 3:2). The word of God didn’t go to church. The angel’s announcement goes 
not to the Temple but to shepherds living in the fields, and the word of God came 
to John not in his father Zechariah’s office in the Temple but out in the wilderness. 
 
So I imagine hearing the startling word that if we want to experience the newborn 
Christ and we take Luke’s account seriously, the last place to be on Christmas Eve 
is in church – can you believe it? – because Jesus is being born where people need 
him most. 
 
So, I can actually imagine spending Christmas Eve – physically or spiritually – 
neither in the glow of a tree-lit church nor the sentimentality of carols and candles 
nor the warmth of the family hearth, but here: in the fields of the isolated, the 

disenfranchised and the forgotten, or in our own painful 
places of spiritual wilderness, because God speaks the 
good news of Christ’s coming there. God brings great joy 
to those who need it most there.  
 
Luke gives no hint that Jesus is anything special: there is 
no angel over the stable because the angels are over in 



the field with the shepherds. In fact, Mary and Joseph only hear of angelic activity 
because the shepherds tell them. Could it be that we who feel responsible for 
giving birth to the Christ child or to Christmas will receive the good news of great 
joy not from angelic inspiration but from someone sent to us from out in the field?  
 
But there is more. Jesus is born to those who have been outside so long that they 
have given up on God. Hearing this at Christmas is good news because I know and 
love people who have been outside so long they have given up on God. I know 
people so down and blue at Christmas that they cannot worship. I suspect the 
startling news that God is sending angels out with good news and that Jesus is 
being born among people who have given up on him will inspire me to do this: 
sing of joy coming to the world.  
 
 
Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need 
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household  
 
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the 
unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 
From heaven above, bring peace on earth.  
 
For our bishop, for all ministers of the Gospel, and for the holy people of God who 
celebrate the Mystery of the Word made Flesh, let us pray to the Lord. 
From heaven above, bring peace on earth.  
 
For the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem and the people of Bethlehem; for the 
emergence of a just resolution to the conflict between Palestine and Israel, and an 
end to the suffering of this ancient land, let us pray to the Lord. 
From heaven above, bring peace on earth.  
 
For the President, the President-elect, for newly elected public servants, for the 
leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
From heaven above, bring peace on earth.  
 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, for the sick and the 
suffering, for healthcare providers and their relief as they continue to care for the 
many who suffer with infection, let us pray to the Lord. 
From heaven above, bring peace on earth.  
 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for the 
homeless, the hungry, and those who fear eviction from their homes in this winter 
season, let us pray to the Lord. 
From heaven above, bring peace on earth.  
 



For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed [say 
their names aloud ...]; for all who mourn the loss of friends and family and for all 
who are separated from their loved ones at this time of year, let us pray to the Lord. 
From heaven above, bring peace on earth.  
 
For ourselves, that at last we may be united with the Blessed Virgin Mary,  
St. Joseph, St. Elizabeth, St. Luke, and the whole company of heaven in the New 
Jerusalem come down to earth, let us pray to the Lord.  
From heaven above, bring peace on earth.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Concluding Collect 
O God,  
you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ:  
Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer,  
may with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge;  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
Hymn 
Join the Concordia College choirs in singing, “Hark, the herald angels sing,” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-eV29ABPTI  



 
Blessing 
May Almighty God, who sent the only-begotten Son to take our 
nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, scatter the darkness 
of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of holiness. Amen.  
 

May God, who sent the angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill 
you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.  
 
May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, 
give you peace and abundant favor. Amen.  
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, (+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanksgiving at Table 
Use this prayer when you gather for a meal during the Twelve Days of Christmas 

 
In Bethlehem, the House of Bread, is born today the One 
who says, I am the Living Bread come down from heaven. 
 
With shepherds and angels, we sing: 
Glory to God in the highest 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
With Mary and Joseph we praise you, O God, 
for Christ, the Word made flesh. 
With joyful hearts we offer you thanks 
for the gifts that grace this table. 
Strengthen us with this food and drink, 
that we may be faithful witnesses to the Light. 
We ask this in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Notes 
Meditation: “Within a lodge of broken bark,” Fr. Samuel Torvend 
Image: John Giuliani, “Mary gives birth to Jesus,” 1999; for more of John Giuliani’s 
Native American artwork: https://www.hillstream.com/artist/john-giuliani/icons-
paintings-gallery 
Opening acclamation: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, with revision 
Hymn: “O come, all ye faithful” (Adeste fidelis) authorship disputed; Tune: 
 disputed with acknowledgment of John Francis Wade, 1751; Hymnal 1982, 
 No. 83 
Image: “Annunciation to the Shepherds,” The De Lisle Psalter, English, 14th c. 
Gloria: “Mass in Honor St. Anne,” in Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal, 2015 
Collect: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Biblical readings: The New Revised Common Lectionary adapted for Episcopal 
 Use, 2006 
Psalm 96: Setting by Ko Matsushita, n.d. 
Sequence Hymn: Text: Jean de Brébeuf, SJ; Jesse Middleton, trans.; Tune: French 
 carol, 16th c.; Hymnal 1982 No. 114 
Image: John Giuliani, “Chiefs come from the east to see the child,” 1999 
Gospel reading: New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible (Washington, DC: 
 The National  Council of Churches, 1989) 
Meditation on the Gospel: The Rev. Craig Satterlee, in Working Preacher, 
 December 24, 2012  
Image: Artist: Hebrewletters Sl, “I am sending you Raphael the angel of healing,” 
 2020 
Prayers: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, with revision 
Lord’s Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Concluding Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Hymn: Text: Charles Wesley, 1739; Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1840; choral setting 
 by Dan Forrest, n.d., Hymnal 1982, No. 87 
Blessing: Book of Occasional Services, 2018 
Thanksgiving at Table: Fr. Samuel Torvend, Welcome Home: Scripture, Prayers, 
 and Blessings for the Household: Year of Mark (Minneapolis: Augsburg 
 Fortress,1996)	
Image: John Giuliani, “Jesus breaks bread,” n.d. 
	
	
	
	


