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Tacoma, Washington 
 

Household Worship 
Sunday, December 13, 2020 
The Third Sunday of Advent 

 
 
More than this little light of mine 
In the Northern Hemisphere, it is winter and there are fewer daylight hours as the 
hemisphere leans away from the sun. There is also less heat as the sun’s rays spread 
out across the land rather than shine directly on us. And the sun, our source of life, 
appears lower in the sky. For our ancestors in the faith, the darkness of this season 
prompted them to light fires, candles, and torches: fiery protests against the 
growing cold and frozen soil, and a luminous yearning for greater light and thus 
life. Indeed, we see this same practice today as lights twinkle along roof lines and 
on trees, as a new candle spreads modest light each week on the Advent wreaths in 
countless homes across the land. 
 
And in this most ill-tempered of years, as virus infection rates and deaths soar, as 
hospitals once again fill to overflowing, and exhausted healthcare providers work 
zealously to save lives, the growing hours of darkness and cold conspire to produce 
for many a sense of despair and impatience, especially for those among us who tire 
easily of restrictions or find ourselves with no work and less food. No wonder the 
many images of light that appear in the Bible are raised to prominence at this time 

of year: “There was a man sent from God who came as a 
witness to the light ... He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light.” Or this: “Blessed are you, 
LORD God of all creation. You bring forth light in the midst 
of winter darkness.”  
 
Perhaps you’re familiar with the children’s church school 
song, “This little light of mine; I’m going to let it shine.” It 
is a sweet image but, then, the thoughtful adult in each of 
us might wonder: What does it actually mean: all this talk 
of light? The blessing of the church’s lectionary is that it 

offers more than one voice for us to hear: “The LORD has anointed me; and has 
sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to prisoners; to proclaim the year of 
the LORD’s favor.” 
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To what is God calling us in this wintry season, in this most ill-tempered of years as 
we wait for new leadership, wait for a vaccine, wait for work and food and health 
to return, wait for less fear and anxiety? It should not surprise us that the prophet’s 
announcement appears on the lips of Jesus in Luke’s gospel. And it should not 
surprise us that “this little light of mine” just might look like this: our continued 
renunciation of the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the 
creatures of God; our proclamation by word and example the Good News of God 
in Christ; our commitment to serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbors as 
ourselves; our striving for God’s justice and peace among all people; our respect for 
the dignity of every human being; and our work to protect the beauty and integrity 
of all creation (“Holy Baptism,” The Book of Common Prayer 1979). 
 
These are well-known promises and yet they never ever grow old. Imagine, if you 
will, a world in which such promises come to fruition through their daily exercise 
by ordinary people: we would experience an abundance of Christ’s own light 
shining more brightly than we thought possible.  

 
Preparation in Advent 
	We have entered the third week of Advent, a time 
of preparation for the season of Christmas. 
Household worship can take place anywhere but it 
is most appropriate at a dining table, coffee table, or 
home altar where one has placed the Advent 

wreath. Light three candles on the wreath using the blessing below. The color for 
Advent is a deep, indigo blue. If you have access to greens, let these mark your 
place of household prayer. Anglican spirituality holds that all the senses can 
disclose God’s presence – not just texts for speaking or singing. Do you have 
incense? Then burn it as you pray, letting your prayer rise with the fragrant smoke. 
Should you have an image of Christ with the saints, of Christ with St. John the 
Baptist or the Advent saint, Lucy, let this holy artifact be present at prayer.  
 
Prayer for the lighting of the Advent wreath 
Blessed are you, LORD God of all creation. 
 You bring forth light in the midst of winter darkness. 
We praise you for this Advent wreath. 
 It is the evergreen crown of your royal people; 
 it shines with the promise of eternal victory. 
By the light of this wreath  
 we shall wait in patience for your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 who comforts our fears and brings hope to the world. 
Blessed are you, LORD God of all creation. 
 You bring forth light in the midst of winter darkness. Amen.  
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December 13 
An Advent saint who was born in Sicily and continues to be 
celebrated in Nordic countries and Nordic communities in the 
U.S. as the Light-Bearer amid winter’s darkness is Lucy: an early 
Christian martyr who consecrated her life to Christ and refused 
marriage to a non-Christian. In violation of strict cultural 
practice, she distributed her dowry to the poor. News of her 
generosity in the name of Jesus Christ led to her arrest, torture, 
refusal to worship the emperor, and death.  

 
December 17 – 23 
The Great O Antiphons are reserved for the immediate 
preparation leading to Christmas, from December 17 through 
December 23. Each antiphon serves as the refrain that begins and 
ends the singing or speaking of the Song of Mary, the Magnificat 
(Luke 1:46-55). Look on the Christ Church website shortly before 
the 17th for the Christ Church worship resource, Household 
Evening Prayer with the Great O Antiphons, these treasured pleas 
for God’s presence.  

 
If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your 
browser. 
 

 
Acclamation 
Make the sign of the cross as you say,  
Blessed (+) is the One whose advent we await. 
Praise to God in the highest and peace on earth. Amen.  
 

 
Collect  
Stir up your power, O Lord,  
and with great might come among us;  
and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins,  
let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The Word of God for the Third Sunday of Advent 
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv3_RCL.html 
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Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
 
Psalm 126 
Listen as the Starry Mountain Singers sing this delightful and winsome arrangement 
of the psalm composed by Mary Alice Amidon 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOf3Y9i1PsQ 
 
May those who sow in tears  
Reap with shouts of joy, of joy,  
When God re-stored the fortunes of Zion,  
We were like those who dream;  
We were like those who dream.  
Then our mouths were filled with laughter, with laughter  
And tongues with shouts of joy;  
Then it was said among the nations  
That God had done great things for us;  
For us and we rejoiced.  
Those who go out weeping bearing the seed for sowing  
Shall come home with shouts of joy  
Bringing in their sheaves;  
Bringing in their sheaves. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 
John 1:6-8,19-28 
Read the Gospel aloud slowly.  
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light. 
 
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but 
confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you 
Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they 
said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now 
they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you 
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?”  
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John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do 
not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of 
his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was 
baptizing. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
A reflection by John Kavanaugh, SJ 
John Kavanaugh, priest in the Society of Jesus and professor of philosophy at Saint Louis 
University, was an eloquent preacher and esteemed author. His Following Christ in a 
Consumer Culture, first published in 1981, continues in many editions and is read by 
thousands of Christians throughout the world. 
 
Among the many ways we might receive the word of God, we can hear and read it 
in the context of its presumed original setting. Thus Isaiah’s beautiful prophecy of 
glad tidings to the poor, healing for the broken-hearted, and liberty to captives is 
the likely promise of restoration of homeland and freedom to an exiled and 
defeated ancient people. 
 
We could also investigate the word from the author’s viewpoint and audience. This 
could be our focus, whether we investigate the historical situation of the Hebrew 
people or consider this prophecy’s presence in the Gospel of Luke, when Jesus 
reveals his ministry in Nazareth’s synagogue. No matter what might have been on 
Jesus’ lips, the use of Isaiah was certainly in the minds of the early church’s 
articulation of its encounter with Christ. 
 
A third level of our engagement is presented by the context of our own lives and 
times: how we receive and respond. In some ways, it is this focus which is so 
difficult to hold. For if we allow ourselves to stand unmasked and unguarded 
before the Word of God, we may be shaken and transformed. It might well seem 

safer to read the gospel as if it all applied to something that 
happened long ago. We are willing to stop at its historical 
meanings or its dogmatic implications. But that is not the 
full range of its voice. It is spoken to us here and now. 
 
That is why Jesus’ use of the Isaiah passage in the fourth 
chapter of Luke is particularly suggestive. After he gave the 
scroll back and all eyes were fixed on him, he said, “This 
text is being fulfilled today even as you listen.” It is fulfilled 
in our own hearing of it. Thus we are the Israelites receiving 

the promise that God will make “justice and praise spring up before all the 
nations.” We must in some way make John the Baptizer’s words our own. 
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It is rather easy to objectify and externalize God’s voice in the world. The poor, the 
broken-hearted, the blind, the captives were “back then and out there.” But Jesus 
insisted that Isaiah’s words were not merely for previous generations. They were for 
the present. They are for our present. Even if we accept his words for the present 
time, we still have a struggle to take them to heart. Perhaps we presume that the 
broken-hearted of our world must be healed; perhaps we think we ought to work 
for prison reform; perhaps we imagine ourselves challenged to work for the poor. 
But this is not the deepest point of revelation. 
 
For the prophecy is fulfilled in our very receiving of it addressed to us. It is you and 
I who are the poor. We are impoverished, not only in the matters of our unfulfilled 
desires, material or otherwise, but in the more secret matters of our personal 
vulnerability, our inability to save and heal ourselves, our utter incapacity to 
manage our way through life and love. And it is we too who suffer broken hearts in 
those very loves and labors that mark our existence. There is no woman, man, or 
child I have ever met who has been exempt from this condition. There are many of 
us, however, who have repressed or ignored that very fact. The receiving of the 
prophecy is the recognition of our truth. 
 
We too are captive: prisoners of barred rooms and closed roads, unable to see our 
way out of failure, our betrayals and egoisms, our fears that paralyze, our ambitions 
that hold us frozen. And so also our nation caught in nationalism, our “tribes” 
trapped in tradition that crushes human life and spirit, our economic and political 
classes locked in vested interest. 
 
As we hear the word sounded or read it written, let it first “be fulfilled in our 
hearing of it.” O God, be with us. Come to our poor inadequacy. Open our tired 
eyes. Unlock our hearts and minds. If we do not encounter the Word of God on 
this most primary and existential level, all the historical reflections of human 
hermeneutics will not move us. All the high speculative theologies in the world will 
not transform our hearts. 
 
We must, in effect, take upon ourselves the attitude of the Baptizer; one thing I 
know for sure: “I am not the Messiah.” 
 
 
Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need 
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household  
 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 
 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found 
faithful in its living the Gospel at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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For Michael our Presiding Bishop, for Greg our Bishop Diocesan, for all ministers 
of the Gospel of peace, and for the holy people of God who serve Christ in 
countless ways, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of this troubled world, that a spirit of respect, cooperation, and 
commitment to those who suffer in poverty, hunger, and disease may grow among 
nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those in positions of public trust, especially the President-elect, and all who 
serve the people of this nation, that they will advance the cause of justice and 
promote the dignity of every person, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the sick and all who suffer with infection throughout the world; for exhausted 
health care workers and for families who suffer separation; for those who seek a 
vaccine: that they may receive good care, be healed and strengthened, and 
experience the victory of life promised by Jesus Christ, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and for those whose faith 
is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place 
where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
For ourselves, that we may at last join the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, St. John the Baptist, St. Lucy, all your 
saints, and our beloved dead in giving you thanks at the 
great banquet of heaven, we pray to you, O Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Concluding Collect 
God of justice and peace, 
from the heavens you rain down mercy and kindness, 
that all on earth may stand in awe and wonder 
before your marvelous deeds. 
Raise our heads in expectation, 
that we may yearn for the coming day of the Lord 
and stand without blame before your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Anthem 
Listen as the Men’s Chorus of First-Plymouth Church Lincoln sings this setting of the 
Kathleen Thomerson hymn: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqOfJQHgxwI 
 
I want to walk as a child of the light 
I want to follow Jesus 
God set the stars to give light to the 
world 
The star of my life is Jesus 
 
Chorus: 
In Him there is no darkness at all 
The night and the day are both alike 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God 
Shine in my heart Lord Jesus 
 

 
I want to see the brightness of God 
I want to look at Jesus 
Clear Sun of righteousness shine on my 
path 
And show me the way to the Father 
 
I'm looking for the coming of Christ 
I want to follow Jesus 
When we have run with patience the 
race 
We shall know the joy of Jesus
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Blessing 
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ 
came among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light of 
his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.  
 

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you 
steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen.  
 
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be 
rewarded with unending life. Amen.  
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, (+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you forever. Amen.  
	
	
Thanksgiving at table 
Use this prayer whenever you gather for a meal this week 
	
As we await the Advent of your Son, O God, 
we give you thanks for this food and drink, 
signs of your gracious love. 
May this meal strengthen us to share your gifts 
with the hungry and all who look for your justice and mercy. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
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Notes 
Meditation: “More than this little light of mine,” Fr. Samuel Torvend 
Image: John August Swanson, “Festival of Lights,” 1991  
Advent Wreath Blessing: Keeping Advent and Christmastide (Chicago: Liturgy 
 Training Publications, 1996) 
Image: “St. Lucy,” Byzantine Catholic icon, 20th c.  
Image: “O Wisdom,” English book illustration, early 20th c.  
Opening acclamation: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, with revision 
Collect: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Biblical readings: The New Revised Common Lectionary adapted for Episcopal 
 Use, 2006 
Psalm 126: Setting by Mary Alice Amidon, 2015, for Guildford, Vermont, 
 Community Church  
Gospel reading: New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible (Washington, DC: 
 The National  Council of Churches, 1989) 
Meditation on the Gospel: John Kavanaugh, SJ, from The Word Encountered: 
 Meditations on the Sunday Scriptures (Maryknoll: Orbis, 1996)  
Image: Italian School, “Ecce Agnus Dei,” 16th c.  
Prayers: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, with revision 
Image: Lippo Memmi, “John the Baptist,” 1325, National Gallery of Art 
Lord’s Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Concluding Prayer: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (Nashville: Consultation 
 on Common  Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers)  
Anthem: Text and Tune: Kathleen Thomerson; Setting: Tom Trenney 
Blessing: Book of Occasional Services, 2018 
Thanksgiving at Table: Fr. Samuel Torvend, Welcome Home: Scripture, Prayers, 
 and Blessings for the Household: Year of Mark (Minneapolis: Augsburg 
 Fortress,1996)		
	
	
	
	
	
	


