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Household Worship 
Sunday, December 6, 2020 

The Second Sunday of Advent 
 
 
Why camel hair, locusts, and wild honey? 
Mark writes that John was clothed in camel hair with a belt cinched around his 
waist. Of course, camel hair is an animal skin. And in hearing of animal skins, we 
are reminded of their first mention in our holy book: “The Lord God made 
garments of skins for Adam and Eve, and clothed them” (Genesis 3:21) as they left 
the garden paradise. And there is this, too: the prophet Elijah who wore a cloak 
with a belt cinched around his waist (2 Kings 1:1-18; 2:13-14). With Adam and 
Eve, we hear the yearning for Paradise to be restored, for the diabolical powers of 
this world to weaken and slither away. With Elijah, we hear of the prophet who 
will prepare the people for the coming of the Messiah, for the advent of the One 
whose life and work will begin the process of actually restoring Paradise on earth, 
who will begin the process of transforming harsh wilderness into an evergreen 
garden: a garden large enough to welcome all creatures, human and other than 
human; a garden through which flows clean and abundant water, water that will 
yield an abundance of food sufficient to feed all people; a garden in which all will 
be sheltered and no one homeless; a garden in which the healing properties of 

plants will be available to all people, not just the few. 
 
Mark notes that the seemingly peculiar diet of John consisted 
of locusts and wild honey. But, then, maybe his diet was not 
so peculiar after all when we consider that John ate nothing 
made with human hands, products that ran the risk of being 
fouled or tainted. Rather, he ate only that which flowed 
directly from the hand of a benevolent Creator. And maybe, 
then, we can begin to see that John ate “pure” food in a time 
when the political and religious leadership of his land was 

manifestly impure, stained by an aggressive competition for power and privilege 
while the vast majority of people assumed their poverty was ordained by an aloof 
and uncaring God. Perhaps we can see that John’s choice of food was itself a 
tangible expression of his commitment to a new social order in which God’s justice 
and God’s mercy would order and suffuse life on earth. Here, then, John’s diet of 
locusts and honey is not so much the quirkiness of a wilderness oddball but rather 
expresses a yearning for God’s pure life in the midst of the corrupting, rotting 
influence of uncaring religion and a politics that served only the privileged.  
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Here, then, John expresses in clothing and diet the yearning for a down-to-earth 
washing away of anything that diminishes or degrades the creatures of God. Well, 
we know this well, do we not? We know about wild forces that, we pray, can be 
washed away in this new year of grace. We know something about chaotic 
impulses within us and around us that can dehydrate us like a boiling summer sun 
or chill us like a cold winter’s blast. And we know something, do we not, of the 
great yearning for God’s healing presence, God’s cleansing and refreshing presence 
in our lives, our nation, and our world. No wonder the medieval abbess, Hildegard 
of Bingen, would pray in the midst of her ill-tempered time: Heaven hears our cry 
for healing. O life-blood of the Holy Three, O scarlet music! Cleanse and anoint this 
wounded world and feed us with your pure word and food.  
 

 
Preparation in Advent 
	We have entered the second week of Advent, a time of 
preparation for the season of Christmas – Advent’s 
simplicity and sublime colors: a blessed relief from the 
garish consumerism that surrounds us, and the 
falsehood that says: “Your fundamental value is found 

in what you can buy.” Household worship can take place anywhere but it is most 
appropriate at a dining table, coffee table, or home altar where one has placed the 
Advent wreath. Light the first and second candles on the wreath using the blessing 
below. The color for Advent is a deep, indigo blue. If you have access to greens, let 
these mark your place of household prayer. Anglican spirituality holds that all the 
senses can disclose God’s presence – not just texts for speaking or singing. Do you 
have incense? Then burn it as you pray, letting your prayer rise with the fragrant 
smoke. Should you have an image of Christ with the saints, of Christ with St. John 
the Baptist or the Advent saints, Nicholas and Ambrose, let this holy artifact be 
present at prayer.  
 
Prayer for the lighting of the Advent wreath 
Blessed are you, LORD God of all creation. 
 You bring forth light in the midst of winter darkness. 
We praise you for this Advent wreath. 
 It is the evergreen crown of your royal people; 
 it shines with the promise of eternal victory. 
By the light of this wreath  
 we shall wait in patience for your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 who comforts our fears and brings hope to the world. 
Blessed are you, LORD God of all creation. 
 You bring forth light in the midst of winter darkness. Amen.  
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Today, December 6, is also the feast of Saint Nicholas, the 
bishop who saved poor, young women from a life of 
prostitution by secretly giving them sufficient gold coins while 
they slept. Helping those in dire straits and doing so secretly is 
a worthy Christian practice. Who is in need today? The 
homeless, the increasing number of people who are struggling 
to find food, those who live in fear of eviction.  

 
 
December 7 is the feast of Saint Ambrose, another Advent 
saint and early Christian bishop who gave away his great 
wealth to support the poor. For Ambrose, giving to the poor 
was not an act of charity but of recompense since he held that 
the wealthy had usurped what God intended to be shared 
equally among all people. He is the author of the Advent 
hymn, “Redeemer of the nations, come” (Hymnal 1982, #55).  

 
 
 
If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your 
browser. 
 
 

 
Acclamation 
Make the sign of the cross as you say,  
 
Blessed (+) is the One whose advent we await. 
Praise to God in the highest and peace on earth. Amen.  
 

 
 
Collect  
Merciful God,  
who sent your messengers the prophets  
to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation:  
Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins,  
that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer;  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
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Hymn 
Listen as the congregation and choir of Salisbury Cathedral sing the hymn 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Il3adNhVgL4 
 
On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings. 
 
Then cleansed be every breast from sin; 
make straight the way for God within; 
prepare we in our hearts a home 
where such a mighty guest may come. 
 
For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward: 

without thy grace, we waste away, 
like flowers that wither and decay. 
 
To heal the sick, stretch out thine hand, 
and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
shine forth and let thy light restore 
earth's own true loveliness once more. 
 
All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 
whose advent sets thy people free, 
whom, with the Father, we adore, 
and Holy Spirit, evermore.

 
 
The Word of God for the Second Sunday of Advent 
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv2_RCL.html 
	
Isaiah 40:1-11 
 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
Listen as Timothy Smith sings the psalm 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvz9c_lapRI 
 
2 Peter 3:8-15a 
 
Mark 1:1-8 
Read the Gospel aloud slowly.  
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.’” 
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John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all 
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
 

Reflection on the Gospel reading by Daniel Clendenin 
Dan Clendenin founded the Journey with Jesus webzine in 2004. 
He holds the Ph.D. from Drew University and has taught at 
Tyndale College, Moscow State University, and served as spiritual 
counselor to faculty and students at Stanford University.  
 
God’s word to all humanity came from a wild and wooly 
man who lived in the deep of the desert, on the fringes of 
society rather than in its corridors of power, at the periphery 
rather than at the epicenter. The divine messenger and his 
message originated in an unlikely place and from an 
improbable source. John would have been easy to ignore if 
you expected or wanted something normal, safe, or 

traditional.  Neither John nor his message was normal by any stretch of the 
imagination. 
 
Whereas John’s father had been part of the religious establishment as a priest in the 
Jerusalem temple, John fled the comforts and corruptions of the city for the 
loneliness of the desert. There he dressed in animal skins, ate insects and wild 
honey, and preached. Living on the margins of society, both literally and 
figuratively, he preached “a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins” 
(Mark 1:4). 
 
Contrary to what we might have expected from such an ascetic man with an 
austere message, the Gospels say that people flocked to John: “The whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him.” Even in far away 
Ephesus people submitted to the baptism of John (Acts 19:3). People needed to 
repent, said John, because with Jesus the kingdom of God is near. This is the same 
message that Jesus preached when he began his public ministry.  
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The kingdom of God that Jesus announced and embodied is what life would be like 
on earth, here and now, if God were the ruler and the rulers of this world were not.  
 
Imagine if God ruled the nations. Every aspect of personal and communal life 
would experience a radical reversal. The political, economic, and social 
subversions would be almost endless — peace-making instead of war mongering, 
liberation not exploitation, sacrifice rather than subjugation, mercy not vengeance, 
care for the vulnerable instead of privileges for the powerful, generosity instead of 
greed, humility rather than hubris, embrace rather than exclusion. The ancient 
Hebrews had a marvelous word for this: shalom, or human wellbeing.  
 
John urged his listeners to embody their spiritual intentions with concrete deeds 
rather than by claims of religious or political affiliation. Some among the crowds 
took John at his word, but neither the political powers in Rome nor the religious 
establishment in the temple did. To their credit, they understood that his message 
was not only deceptively simple; it was deeply subversive.  
 
The prophetic word of God from John the Baptist, then, did not originate with the 
state powers or the religious establishment, nor did it find a receptive audience 
with them. The claim of God’s kingdom upon my life, John preached, is 
ultimate. That means the claims of the state and religious establishments, of race, 
gender, culture, and money are, at best, penultimate.             
 
With his preaching and then martyrdom, John counsels us to turn away from 
anything and everything that might hinder ultimate allegiance to Jesus. He invites 
us to make our crooked ways straight, to flatten all hilly terrain, and to prepare 
space for the birth of the Messiah in our lives. When we do that, we’ll find 
ourselves in the truly Good News. 
 

 
 
Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need 
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each 
household  
 
 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who look for your advent may be united in your 
truth, live together in your love, and reveal your presence in the world. Silence 
Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 
 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. Silence 
Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 
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Give us all a reverence for the earth as your beloved creation, that we may be 
faithful stewards of its many gifts and conservers of its life. Silence 
Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 
 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve 
Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us; look with mercy on family and 
friends who are separated at this time and bring them consolation. Silence 
Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit [especially ... say 
their names aloud]; send your Spirit of healing over this nation and the world 
stricken with deadly virus; give healthcare providers and government leaders 
strength and wisdom in their service, and at last lead us into that victory of life 
promised by your Son. Silence  
Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 
fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Mark, St. 
Nicholas, St. Ambrose and all your saints in your eternal kingdom. Silence 
Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Concluding Collect 
God of justice and peace, 
from the heavens you rain down mercy and kindness, 
that all on earth may stand in awe and wonder 
before your marvelous deeds. 
Raise our heads in expectation, 
that we may yearn for the coming day of the Lord 
and stand without blame before your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen. 
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Blessing 
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came 
among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his 
blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.  

 
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you 
steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen.  
 
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be 
rewarded with unending life. Amen.  
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, (+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you forever. Amen.  
 
 
 

 
 
Thanksgiving at table 
Use this prayer whenever you gather for a meal this week 
	
As we await the Advent of your Son, O God, 
we give you thanks for this food and drink, 
signs of your gracious love. 
May this meal strengthen us to share your gifts 
with the hungry and all who look for your justice and mercy. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
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Notes 
Meditation: “Why camel hair, locusts, and wild honey?” Fr. Samuel Torvend 
Image: Donald Jackson, “The Baptism of Jesus” with St. John the Baptist, The Saint 
 John’s Bible (Collegeville, Minnesota)  
Advent Wreath Blessing: Keeping Advent and Christmastide (Chicago: Liturgy 
 Training Publications, 1996) 
Image: “St. Nicholas: Scenes from His Life,” Russian icon, early 18th c.  
Image: “Ambrosius” (Ambrose of Milan), mosaic, 4th c., S. Ambrogio, Milan 
Opening acclamation: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, with revision 
Hymn: Text: Charles Coffin (1676-1749); Tune: WINCHESTER NEW 
Collect: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Biblical readings: The New Revised Common Lectionary adapted for Episcopal 
 Use, 2006 
Psalm 85: Composer and cantor: Timothy Smith, Courtesy of Oregon Catholic 
 Press, 2019 
Gospel reading: New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible (Washington, DC: 
 The National  Council of Churches, 1989) 
Meditation on the Gospel: Excerpts from Daniel Clendenin, “Deceptively Simple, 
 Deeply Subversive: John the Baptist, Politics and Religion,” at  Journey with 
 Jesus: A Weekly Webzine for the Global Church (July 6, 2009); for lectionary 
 essays, poetry, music, and film: https://www.journeywithjesus.net/index.php 
Image: Gracie Morbitzer, “Saint John the Baptist,” n.d.; Ms. Morbitzer’s modern 
 interpretations of saints can be found at: https://www.themodernsaints.com/ 
Image: Matteo da Milano, Initial D: Saint John the Baptist, 1520 
Prayers: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, with revision 
Lord’s Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Concluding Prayer: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (Nashville: Consultation 
 on Common  Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers)  
Blessing: Book of Occasional Services, 2018 
Thanksgiving at Table: Fr. Samuel Torvend, Welcome Home: Scripture, Prayers, 
 and Blessings for the Household: Year of Mark (Minneapolis: Augsburg 
 Fortress,1996)		
	
	
	
	
	


