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Tacoma, Washington 
 

Household Worship 
Sunday, December 20, 2020 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 
 
That troublesome song 
It’s so very easy at this time of year, in the midst of Christmas nostalgia, to forget 
the cost of the first Christmas for those who lived it: the shame of pregnancy by 
someone other than one’s fiancé, the danger of travel on ancient roads, and the 
terror, the pain, of giving birth without the assistance of one’s mother or sister.  
 
There was crushing hardship in the world into which Jesus was born: peasant 
hunger among Mary’s kin, cruel taxation of her homeland, a land that had become 
someone else’s colony, and brutal oppression of its most vulnerable and helpless 
inhabitants. This is not so very different from the economic inequities and suffering 
of our own time, is it? 
 
But then there is that troublesome song sung by the young Jewish girl in Luke’s 
gospel – that song whose words cannot be smoothed over by the most sublime of 
musical settings:  
 

 
You have mercy on those who fear you 
You have scattered the proud in their conceit 
You have cast down the powerful and lifted up the lowly 
You have filled the hungry and sent the rich away 
 
In a society that disdained mercy as a pathology ascribed to 
“weak” women and “effeminate” men, Mary sings of the 
mercy that flows freely from God to and through God’s many 
children on earth.  
 

 
Her praise of mercy is nothing less than a counter-cultural swipe at the cruelty of 
government officials who ignore mothers in poverty. Oh, and what about religious 
leaders who support tyrants? She knew of that, too. 
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In a society that praised, yes praised, the vice of pride, of arrogance, and believed 
that it was the “greatest nation on the face of the earth” governed by “winners” 
who publicly scorned “losers,” Mary sings of God’s upheaval of all those who 
enjoy holding power over others. Remember the multi-millionaire, Leona 
Helmsley, and her infamous remark about power and wealth? “We don’t pay taxes; 
only the little people pay them.”  
 
But, then, what of all those movements that have indeed lifted up the lowly? The 
abolitionists, child labor reformers, suffragists, penal reform advocates, Civil Rights 
protestors, the Union of Black Episcopalians, La Raza marchers, United Farm 
laborers, Catholic Workers – were not all of them – all of them - inspired and aided 
by the God they worshipped?  
 
And there is this: the peasant girl, most likely living with subsistence, praising the 
God who showers the world with an abundance of food, enough to feed all people 
every day – well, except for the control of agriculture then and now by the few, 
and the laws that fail to enshrine daily bread as a human right rather than a 
privilege. The Blessed Mother sings of the rich being sent away empty while the 
hungry are fed with good things. But not yet, right? Not yet. Concerning the one 
thing needed to sustain flourishing life – adequate food for all – the will of God 
continues to be thwarted by human greed and apathy.  
 
On this day, Mary, you sing of mercy and woe. You cut through the veil of 
nostalgia to the bone of God’s own truth: “You have remembered your promise of 
mercy.” The question is this: have we remembered it, and what it might ask of us in 
this new year of grace?  
 
 
 
 
 

Preparation in Advent 
	We have entered the fourth week of Advent, a time of 
preparation for the season of Christmas. Household 
worship can take place anywhere but it is most 
appropriate at a dining table, coffee table, or home 
altar where one has placed the Advent wreath. Light 

four candles on the wreath using the blessing below. The color for Advent is a 
deep, indigo blue. If you have access to greens, let these mark your place of 
household prayer. Anglican spirituality holds that all the senses can disclose God’s 
presence – not just texts for speaking or singing. Do you have incense? Then burn it 
as you pray, letting your prayer rise with the fragrant smoke. Should you have an 
image of Christ with the saints, of Christ with St. John the Baptist or St. Thomas the 
Apostle, let this holy artifact be present at prayer.  



 3 

Prayer for the lighting of the Advent wreath 
Blessed are you, LORD God of all creation. 
 You bring forth light in the midst of winter darkness. 
We praise you for this Advent wreath. 
 It is the evergreen crown of your royal people; 
 it shines with the promise of eternal victory. 
By the light of this wreath  
 we shall wait in patience for your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 who comforts our fears and brings hope to the world. 
Blessed are you, LORD God of all creation. 
 You bring forth light in the midst of winter darkness. Amen.  
 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
 
If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your 
browser. 
 

 
Acclamation 
Make the sign of the cross as you say,  
Blessed (+) is the One whose advent we await. 
Praise to God in the highest and peace on earth. Amen.  
 

 
Collect  
Purify our conscience, Almighty God,  
by your daily visitation,  
that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming,  
may find in us a mansion prepared for himself;  
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Word of God for the Fourth Sunday of Advent 
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv4_RCL.html 
 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
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Canticle 15: The Song of Mary Magnificat Luke 1:46-55 
Listen to this newer setting of the Magnificat by David Ashley 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJI2UU07UK8&feature=emb_logo 

 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,  
my spirit rejoices in you, O God my Savior, *  
for you have looked with favor  
on your lowly servant.  
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *  
you, the Almighty, have done great things for me, 
and holy is your name.  
You have mercy on those who fear you *  
from generation to generation.  

 
You have shown strength with your arm *  
and scattered the proud in their conceit,  
Casting down the mighty from their thrones *  
and lifting up the lowly.  
You have filled the hungry with good things *  
and sent the rich away empty.  
For you have remembered your promise of mercy,  
the promise made to our forebears, *  
to Abraham and his children forever. 
 
Romans 16:25-27 
 
Luke 1:26-38 
Read the Gospel aloud slowly.  
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and 
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 
his kingdom there will be no end.”  
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Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son 
of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; 
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 
with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Reflection on the Gospel by Dame Julian of Norwich 
Some historians suggest that Julian (1343-1416) buried her husband and children who died 
of the Black Plague. She then became an anchorite. She refused to accept pandemic as a 
sign of God’s displeasure and spoke only of God’s motherly love. Her Revelations of 
Divine Love are a classic of English spirituality.  
 
Our gracious and good lord God showed me in part the wisdom and the truth of 
the soul of our blessed Lady, Saint Mary, that he would be born of her that was a 
simple person of his making. For this was her marvelling, “That he who was her 
maker would be born of her that is made.” And this wisdom and truth, knowing the 
greatness of her Maker and the littleness of her self who is made, caused her to say 
full meekly to Gabriel, “Lo, me here, God’s handmaiden.”  

 
This wisdom and truth made her see her God so great, so 
high, so mighty and so good that the greatness and the 
nobility and beholding of God filled her with reverent dread. 
And with this she saw herself so little and so low, so simple 
and so poor in reward of her God, that this reverent dread 
filled her with meekness. And thus, she was filled of grace 
and of all manner of virtue, and overpassed all people. In this 
sight, I understood that she is more than all that God made 
beneath her in worthiness and fullness. For above her there is 

no thing that is made except the blessed humanity of Christ. 
 
“God, for your goodness, give me yourself. For you are enough for me and I may 
not ask anything that is less, that I may be fully worthy of you. And if I ask any 
thing that is less, I am always wanting. But only in you I have all.” And these 
words, “God of your goodness,” are most lovely to the soul, and full nigh touching 
the will of our Lord. For his goodness comprehends all his creation and all his 
blessed works and overpasses them without end. For he is the endlessness, and he 
has made us only for himself, and restored us by his precious Passion, and ever 
keeps us in his blessed love, and all this is of his goodness. This Showing was 
given, as to my understanding, to teach our souls wisely to cleave to the goodness 
of God. 
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Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need 
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household  
 
For all people in their daily life and work; for our families, friends, and neighbors; 
for those who live alone and those who are separated from their loved ones. 
Hear us, O God: your mercy is great. 
 
For this community, the nation, and the world; for the President-elect and all newly 
elected public servants; for all who strive for justice and peace. 
Hear us, O God: your mercy is great. 
 
For the just and proper care of your creation; for those who suffer hunger, 
unemployment, eviction, homelessness, and lack of healthcare.  
Hear us, O God: your mercy is great. 
 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; for those who minister to 
the sick, the friendless, and the needy; for healthcare providers exhausted by their 
work to care for the growing number of the infected and dying. 
Hear us, O God: your mercy is great. 
 
For the peace and unity of Christ’s Church here and throughout the world; for all in 
this parish who proclaim the Gospel of hope in word and deed, in art and music. 
Hear us, O God: your mercy is great. 
 
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Greg our Bishop; for all who serve Christ in 
his Church and in the World. 
Hear us, O God: for your mercy is great. 
 
For our beloved dead and for those whose faith is known to you alone; for 
ourselves, that we may be counted with Blessed Virgin Mary among those who will 
feast in the great banquet hall of heaven. 
Hear us, O God: your mercy is great. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Concluding Collect 
God of justice and peace, 
from the heavens you rain down mercy and kindness, 
that all on earth may stand in awe and wonder 
before your marvelous deeds. 
Raise our heads in expectation, 
that we may yearn for the coming day of the Lord 
and stand without blame before your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Advent Carol 
Listen as Chanticleer sings the medieval carol, “There is no Rose of such virtue”  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x67ewYepN3g 
 
1. There is no rose of such virtue As is the rose that bare Jesu: Alleluia.  
2. For in this rose contained was Heaven and earth in little space: Res miranda.  
3. By that rose we may well see That he is God in persons three: Pari forma.  
4. The angels sungen the shepherds to: Gloria in excelsis deo: Gaudeamus.  
5. Leave we all this worldly mirth, And follow we this joyful birth: Transeamus.  
6. Alleluia, res miranda, Pares forma, gaudeamus: Transeamus.  
 
Res Miranda: Wondrous thing 
Pari forma: All of the same form 
Gaudeamus: Let us rejoice 
Transeamus: Let us go forth 
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Blessing 
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came 
among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his 
blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.  

 
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await,  
make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen.  
 
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent  
be rewarded with unending life. Amen.  
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, (+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be upon you and remain with you forever. Amen.  
	
Thanksgiving at table 
Use this prayer whenever you gather for a meal this week 
	
As we await the Advent of your Son, O God, 
we give you thanks for this food and drink, 
signs of your gracious love. 
May this meal strengthen us to share your gifts 
with the hungry and all who look for your justice and mercy. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
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Notes 
Meditation: “That troublesome song,” Fr. Samuel Torvend 
Image: Ben Wildflower, “Magnificat,” n.d. 
Advent Wreath Blessing: Keeping Advent and Christmastide (Chicago: Liturgy 
 Training Publications, 1996) 
Opening acclamation: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, with revision 
Collect: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Biblical readings: The New Revised Common Lectionary adapted for Episcopal 
 Use, 2006 
Song of Mary: Text paraphrase: Carl Daw, Jr.; Setting: David Ashley; courtesy of 
 Selah Publishing, 1989 
Image: Leonard Dobson, “The Black Madonna,” 20th c. 
Gospel reading: New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible (Washington, DC: 
 The National  Council of Churches, 1989) 
Meditation on the Gospel: Dame Julian of Norwich, Showing of Love, translated 
 from the Syon Abbey manuscript, Westminster Cathedral, London 
Image: “Annunciation,” 14th c. manuscript illustration; for more on the medieval 
symbolism of the Annunciation: 
 https://introducingmedievalchristianity.wordpress.com/2019/07/08/medieval
-annunciation-symbolism/ 
Prayers: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, with revision 
Image: Henry Ossawa Tanner, “Annunciation,” 1896; for more on the work of this 
 celebrated 20th c. Black American artist: 
 https://americanart.si.edu/artist/henry-ossawa-tanner-4742 
Lord’s Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Concluding Prayer: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (Nashville: Consultation 
 on Common Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers)  
Anthem: “There is no Rose of such Virtue,” from Our Heart's Joy: A Chanticleer 
 Christmas,1990 
Blessing: Book of Occasional Services, 2018 
Thanksgiving at Table: Fr. Samuel Torvend, Welcome Home: Scripture, Prayers, 
 and Blessings for the Household: Year of Mark (Minneapolis: Augsburg 
 Fortress,1996)		
	
	
	


