Tacoma, Washington
Household Worship
Sunday, November 22, 2020
The Reign of Christ | Christ the King

A king turned upside down
From 1558 to 1559, a series of Acts were passed by the English Parliament that
restored the Church of England as the rightful church of the realm (not the Roman
one promoted by Queen Mary) and named Elizabeth I as “Supreme Governor” of
the church. Within a short period of time, the royal coat of arms was added to the
adornment of English churches – you know, just to make clear that people were
worshipping in the Church of England, under the patronage of the English
monarch, not the Roman Church in England governed by the pope.
It is easy to see why Anglican liturgical texts, hymns, and choral anthems – and the
ritual of anointing a new monarch – were inspired and enjoyed by a people who
read the Hebrew Scriptures with its many references to divine and earthly kings.
Indeed, affection for the royal touch has not died in our American Republic. How
many cathedrals in the U.S. have called deans with posh English accents and
continued (at least until recently) to hold high tea for the ladies?
What is missing from all this is the way in which the Gospels and Pauline letters
subvert the love of monarchy. For that word king is really about power and the use
of power among a group of people. While some Americans become flustered by
the title of this feast – Christ the King – and prefer the more benign Reign of Christ
(forgetting, perhaps, that only monarchs have reigns, not presidents or managers or
bishops), it is necessary to keep in mind the grand subversion of the title at work in
the gospels.
When is Christ named a king? Why, only – only – in his death on the cross. There
above his head is a statement of absolute mockery: Jesus of Nazareth, King of the
Judeans. Do you recognize the cruel jest? This poor peasant activist is your pathetic
“king,” said Rome – No King Whatsoever! – dying at the will of the one and only
monarch that mattered in the kingdom of this world:

the Roman Emperor, who presided over a kingdom created and sustained with
violence, injustice, and crushing military force. Keep in mind, dear lovers of the
posh English accent and the odd American fascination with monarchy (Queen for a
Day! Homecoming Queen! Junior Prom King! I [Heart] Elizabeth II!), that the
British Empire was little different than Rome: it was built on slavery (no different
than the American Empire), bruising military force (no different than American
expansionism), the denigration of indigenous people (ring a bell?), and the use of
famine, torture, and coercion to maintain control for Crown and Country.
The point? We can use the term king or queen as an expression of power, but a
power that is diffused among the people of God, a power that is turned upside
down for the sake of all those who are thought to be least in this world. That, it
seems, is what the gospel writers and Paul suggest: a king, if you can imagine, who
spends his time with the maligned, marginalized, and unlovely – including the
unlovely in each of us. Good heavens! What a kingdom it could be!

Preparation in November
We are in the season of November and our
contemplation of the Last Things as
signaled in the lectionary readings and this
month’s feasts: from All Saints and All
Souls to the Reign of Christ. Household
worship can take place anywhere but it is
most appropriate at a kitchen or dining
table. The color for today is white. It is
always appropriate to have a candle
burning during household prayer: who among us does not need more of the light of
Christ in our lives? And this, too: photographs of our beloved dead can be gathered
on a home altar or at table, as the burning flame sheds its light on their faces. If you
have access to greens, let these mark your place of household prayer. Anglican
spirituality holds that all the senses can disclose God’s presence – not just texts for
speaking or singing. Do you have incense? Then burn it as you pray, letting your
prayer rise with the fragrant smoke. Should you have a crucifix, a cross, or an
image of Christ, let this holy artifact be present to focus your prayer.
[Home altar of Phyllis Gill, Christ Church member].
If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your
browser.

Acclamation
Make the sign of the cross as you say,
Blessed (+) is the One who comes in the name of the LORD.
Blessed is the kingdom of God, now and forever.
Amen.
Hymn
Join the choir, assembly, and instrumentalists of First Plymouth Church in Lincoln,
Nebraska, as they sing this lovely hymn:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MIPIyM2Qz4k
Lord, whose love through humble service bore the weight of human need,
who upon the cross, forsaken, offered mercy’s perfect deed:
we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart,
consecrating to your purpose every gift that you impart.
Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread;
still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead.
As, O Lord, your deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul,
use the love your Spirit kindles still to save and make us whole.
As we worship, grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light
in its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight,
making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear,
stirring us to tireless striving your abundant life to share.
Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go
to the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show;
hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel, aid, and peace we give,
that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know, and live.
Collect
O God of power and might,
your Son shows us the way of service,
and in him we inherit the riches of your grace.
Give us the wisdom to know what is right
and the strength to serve the world you have made;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, forever and ever.
Amen.

The Word of God for the Last Sunday of the Year
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here:
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp29_RCL.html
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 95:1-7a
Listen as the Pearce Singers chant the appointed psalm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNj-NgZ4gh0
O come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise with songs of praise!
For the LORD is a great God,
and a great sovereign above all gods,
In whose hand are the depths of the earth;
the heights of the mountains also.
The sea is yours, O God, for you made it,
and the dry land, which your hands have formed.
O come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker,
who is our God.
We are the people of the LORD’s pasture,
and the sheep guided by the Shepherd’s hand.
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46
Read the Gospel aloud slowly.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him,
then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before
him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the
sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at
the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of

the world: for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you
visited me.’
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry
and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it
that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?
And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king
will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who
are members of my family, you did it to me.’
“Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you
gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger
and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in
prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it
that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and
did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Reflection on the Gospel reading He Qi, artist; William Vanstone, priest and poet;
and the Choir of All Saints Episcopal, Beverly Hills:
https://rachaeleliz94.wordpress.com/2012/09/10/morning-glory-starlit-sky/
Soaring music, tow’ring words,
Art’s perfection, scholar’s truth,
Joy supreme of human love,
Memory’s treasure, grace of youth;
Open are the gifts of God,
gifts of love to mind and sense;
hidden is love’s agony,
love’s endeavor, love’s expense.
Love that gives, gives ever more,
gives with zeal, with eager hands,
spares not, keeps not, all outpours,
ventures all its all expends.

Drained is love in making full,
bound in setting others free,
poor in making many rich,
weak in giving power to be.
Therefore he who shows us God
helpless hangs upon the tree;
and the nails and crown of thorns
tell of what God’s love must be.
Here is God: no monarch he,
throned in easy state to reign;
here is God, whose arms of love
aching, spent, the world sustain.
Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household
With the noble fellowship of the prophets,
may we discern the signs of your just and peaceful reign in our midst:
God of all the faithful, remember your promise of mercy.
With the glorious company of the apostles,
may we proclaim your gospel of love and forgiveness through word and deed:
God of all the faithful, remember your promise of mercy.
With the white-robed army of martyrs,
may we be ready to suffer for your justice and truth:
God of all the faithful, remember your promise of mercy.
With all who are anointed by your Spirit,
may we bring good news to the poor and freedom to the oppressed:
God of all the faithful, remember your promise of mercy.
With the saints in your heavenly country,
may we bind up the broken-hearted and comfort all who mourn:
God of all the faithful, remember your promise of mercy.
With trust in your abiding presence among us and within us,
may we participate in the healing of our nation wounded by division:
God of all the faithful, remember your promise of mercy.

With the whole company of Christ’s pilgrim people,
with Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Matthew, and St. Mary Magdalene,
with our beloved dead and all who seek you with sincere hearts,
may we come to the inheritance of the saints in glory:
God of all the faithful, remember your promise of mercy.
The Lord’s Prayer
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
Your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Concluding Collect
God of the ages,
your saints who lived in faithful service
surround your glorified cross,
the sign of your reign on earth and in heaven,
where they praise you night and day.
May we, your pilgrim people on earth,
join our voices with theirs to proclaim your rule of justice and peace,
which comes to us through our Lord Jesus Christ, now and forever.
Amen.
Blessing
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The LORD look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace.
Amen.

Thanksgiving at table follows

Thanksgiving at table
We thank you, Lord, for this our food,
For life and health and every good;
By your own hand may we be fed;
Give us each day our daily bread.
We thank you, Lord, for this our good,
But more because of Jesus’ blood;
Let manna to our souls be giv’n,
The Bread of Life sent down from Heav’n.
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