Tacoma, Washington
Household Worship
Sunday, November 15, 2020
The Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
The virus of greed
This parable – about increasing the wealth of one’s master – has been a favorite of
American capitalists and a certain kind of Christian who believes that his or her
wealth is a sign of God’s blessing. Here’s the problem: Jesus was not speaking to
capitalists in 1st c. Palestine (capitalism did not exist) and his audience was not
well-off middle class Americans. He was speaking to peasants who lived with
subsistence – a hand-to-mouth existence, not knowing if there would be food to
feed oneself or one’s family the next day [thus the petition of the Lord’s Prayer:
Give us today our daily bread, that is, the bread we might not have tomorrow]. It
might be a challenge for modern listeners or readers of this parable but a challenge
to be embraced: How would impoverished peasants receive this parable, a parable
that Jesus makes clear is not about the Kingdom of God but about the kingdom of
this world?
Consider this: the rich man mentioned in the parable comes across as an honorable
human being – at least at the beginning of the story. He gives his treasure to his
slaves. First thing: slaves were not viewed as
honorable persons in the ancient cultures of the
Mediterranean but as shameless and dishonorable
people who acted without scruples. Whether the view
was accurate or not mattered little. This highly
negative perception was widespread.
Second thing: by the conclusion of the story, we come
to recognize that the seemingly honorable master is
not so honorable after all. As the third slave says, he is
a harsh man gaining what he did not work for, and
gathering what he did not sow. Now some modern
Americans might say that the master was simply a
clever investor, “Money makes money,” right? “He increased his wealth from the
work of others and didn’t lift a finger.” What a sharp dealer, right?

The peasants listening to this story knew differently. They would view the master as
arrogant, greedy, and rapacious. Note that the master does not share the increase
of his wealth with the two seemingly clever slaves. Oh no, not a penny. He will use
his slaves to increase his wealth but help them in no way whatsoever. After all,
they’re slaves and Fate has decreed their position in life. And if that’s not enough,
the master agrees with a peasant’s view of himself: You knew that I reap where I
did not sow. I gain by your labor, not by my own.
Now it becomes apparent that the first two slaves imitated their master: greed is an
infection that spreads easily. They now have a leg up on the third slave who –
guess what? – refused to advance the greedy intentions of the master. And what did
the rabbis say of the third slave’s work? He did the most prudent thing by
protecting the gold from theft or a poorly managed transaction.
Jesus does not offer a strategy for fund-raising here (though the story has been
misinterpreted and used as such by many). He does not claim that wealth or an
ample retirement portfolio is a sign of God’s blessing. Rather, Jesus simply leaves
the story as an open-ended question. Who rules your life: the Kingdom of God or
the Kingdom of this World?
Preparation in November
We are in the season of November and our
contemplation of the Last Things as signaled in
the lectionary readings and this month’s feasts:
from All Saints and All Souls to the Reign of
Christ. Household worship can take place
anywhere but it is most appropriate at a kitchen
or dining table. The color for the feast days is
white with green for November 8 and 15. It is
always appropriate to have a candle burning
during household prayer: who among us does not need more of the light of Christ
in our lives? And this, too: photographs of our beloved dead can be gathered on a
home altar or at table, as the burning flame sheds its light on their faces. If you
have access to greens, let these mark your place of household prayer. Anglican
spirituality holds that all the senses can disclose God’s presence – not just texts for
speaking or singing. Do you have incense? Then burn it as you pray, letting your
prayer rise with the fragrant smoke. Should you have a crucifix, a cross, or an
image of Christ, let this holy artifact be present to focus your prayer. [Home altar of
Lynn Martin, Christ Church member].
If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your
browser.

Acclamation
Make the sign of the cross as you say,
Blessed (+) is the One who comes in the name of the LORD.
Blessed is the kingdom of God, now and forever.
Amen
Collect
Righteous God, our merciful master,
You own the earth and all its people,
and you give us all that we have.
Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom,
and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The Word of God for the Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here:
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp28_RCL.html
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18
Psalm 90
Listen to the Aurora Orchestra Chorus sing the Ralph Vaughn Williams setting of the
psalm: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DpHqjTVWcR0
Lord, Thou hast been our refuge from one generation to another.
Before the mountains were brought forth,
or ever the earth and the world were made,
Thou art God from everlasting and world without end.
Thou turnest man to destruction;
again Thou sayest, “Come again ye children of men.”
For a thousand years in Thy sight are but as yesterday,
seeing that is past as a watch in the night.
As soon as Thou scatterest them they are even as a sleep
and fade away suddenly like the grass.
In the morning it is green and groweth up,
but in the evening it is cut down, dried up and withered.
For we consume away in Thy displeasure,
and are afraid at Thy wrathful indignation.

For when Thou art angry all our days are gone;
we bring our years to an end as a tale that is told.
The years of our age are three score years and ten
and though men be so strong that they come to fourscore years,
yet is their strength but labor and sorrow.
So soon passeth it away and we are gone.
Turn Thee again, O Lord, at the last.
Be gracious unto Thy servants.
O satisfy us with Thy mercy and that soon
so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.
Lord, Thou hast been our refuge from one generation to another.
Before the mountains were brought forth,
or ever the earth and the world were made,
Thou art God from everlasting and world without end.
And the glorious Majesty of the Lord be upon us.
Prosper Thou, O prosper Thou the work of our hands,
O prosper Thou our handy work.
[Text: The Book of Common Prayer, 1662]
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30
Read the Gospel aloud slowly.
The holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and
entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to
another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who
had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five
more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more
talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the
ground and hid his master’s money.
After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.
Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more
talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five
more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you
have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things;
enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two talents also came
forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two
more talents.’

His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the
joy of your master.’
Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I
knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering
where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in
the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and
lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I
did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and
on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the
talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who
have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who
have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave,
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.’”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Reflection on the Gospel reading by St. John Chrysostom
John Chrysostom was archbishop of Constantinople during the 4th century. His “surname”
was an honorific, meaning “golden mouthed,” given him for the eloquence of his
preaching – a preaching which frequently got him into trouble with the emperor and
wealthy elite of the city. It was they, the comfortable, who showed little if any concern for
their impoverished and homeless fellow citizens.

Let us hearken to these words. As we have opportunity, let us help our salvation, let
us get oil for our lamps, let us labor for the talent of the Kingdom of God. For if we
be backward, and spend our time in sloth here, no one will pity us any more
hereafter, though we should wail ten thousand times.
Knowing then these things, let us contribute wealth,
and diligence, and protection, and all things for our
neighbor’s advantage. For the talents here are each
person’s ability, whether in the way of protection, or
in money, or in teaching. Let no one say, I have but
one talent, and can do nothing; for you can use even
one coin to assist your neighbor in need. For you are
not poorer than that widow; you are not more
uninstructed than Peter and John, who were both
“unlearned and ignorant.”

Nonetheless, since they showed forth a zeal, and did all things for the common
good, they attained to Heaven. For nothing is so pleasing to God, as to live for the
common good rather than one’s selfish interests.
For this end God gave us speech, and hands, and feet, and strength of body, and
mind, and understanding, that we might use all these things, both for our own
salvation, and for our neighbor’s advantage. Our speech is useful not only for
singing hymns and giving thanksgiving to God, but is profitable also for instruction
and admonition. And if indeed we used it to this end, we should be imitating our
Master, Jesus Christ, who became poor with us and for us. Let us not forget his
invitation: “I was hungry and you gave me food, thirsty and you gave me drink.”
Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household
Let us pray for the peace of the world and for those nations and people suffering
armed conflict: the LORD grant that we learn forgiveness and abandon retribution,
and live together in the bonds of compassion and peace.
O unseen Ruler of the nations: You are our refuge, hear our prayer.
Let us pray for this country, for all those in public office, for those who serve in the
military and in the Peace Corps, and for all in authority throughout the land: the
LORD help them to serve this people, placing the common good above all other
concerns. O just and merciful God: You are our refuge, hear our prayer.
Let us pray for children and young people, for their parents, guardians, and
teachers, and for the stability and peace they need in this time of pandemic: the
LORD guide their growth and development, their affections and hope for the future.
O Wisdom from on high: You are our refuge, hear our prayer.
Let us pray for the sick, those who suffer with the coronavirus, those disabled by
pain or disease, and those who care for them: the LORD heal them and raise them
up so that they might know the victory of life given by our Savior Jesus Christ.
O Divine healer, You are our refuge, hear our prayer.
Let us pray for all who are condemned to harsh treatment, imprisonment, or
slander for their labor to promote justice and speak the truth, for those who offer
peaceful protest in our streets and halls of government: the LORD support them,
strengthen them, and keep them steadfast in their resolve. O life-giving Power of
the prophets: You are our refuge, hear our prayer.

Let us pray for ourselves that we may enjoy the marriage feast of heaven with the
Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Matthew, and all the saints whose lives have been marked
by holiness of life and care for those in need: the LORD direct our lives in the same
spirit of service and sacrifice. O Sanctuary of the faithful: You are our refuge, hear
our prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
Your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Concluding Collect
O God,
through your goodness you have blessed us with many gifts.
With them we offer ourselves to your service
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption
of all that you have made,
for the sake of him who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Blessing
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The LORD look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace.
Amen.

Thanksgiving at table follows

Thanksgiving at table
We thank you, Lord, for this our food,
For life and health and every good;
By your own hand may we be fed;
Give us each day our daily bread.
We thank you, Lord, for this our good,
But more because of Jesus’ blood;
Let manna to our souls be giv’n,
The Bread of Life sent down from Heav’n.
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