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Household Worship 
Sunday, November 8, 2020 

The Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost  
 
 
Paying attention to the benevolent patron 
In the culture of Jesus, just about everyone was dependent on a patron, someone 
we might call a “godfather” who treated friends and acquaintances as if they were 
a part of his family – and, yes, it was always “his” family. Do you recognize the risk 
in discussing a patron? It is easy to imagine Marlon Brando handing out privileges 
in that classic film, The Godfather. And yet, we miss something if we don’t grasp 
that a primary image of God behind the parables of Jesus is that of a patron: a 
patron who desires to assist his extended family (rather than order their execution 
for having barged into “turf” not their own). In the culture of Jesus, people wanted 
to have a strong relationship with their patron – the one who was eager to assist 
here and give there.  

 
The biblical scholar John Pilch writes that the use of the 
term “bridesmaid” to describe the ten waiting for the 
bride and bridegroom is a very poor translation of what 
should be rendered as “youths” or, in American 
colloquial English, “teenagers.” Five of the teenagers are 
clever and “awake” to what is going on and five appear to 
be dull-witted, not paying attention. Well, that must ring a 
bell, yes? The role of teenagers – siblings and cousins of 
the nuptial party – was to greet the couple after they had 

sexually consummated the marriage. Some were prepared and others were – well, 
goofing off, not paying attention, or missing the moment.  
 
Rather than being a parable about exclusion – a facile reading could lead one to 
that conclusion – perhaps the function of the parable was to ask Matthew’s 
community at the end of the first century if they were “awake” to the presence of 
the wounded and risen Jesus in their midst or “inattentive” to that presence. Why 
would this parable be important for Matthew to include in his gospel? The Jewish 
followers of Jesus were no longer a part of their mother religion, Judaism – a bitter 
family dispute. Anxiety! And being no longer a part of Judaism meant that the 
Roman authorities were beginning to view Christ followers with a good measure of 
skepticism:  



“What is this new movement that claims their leader was someone put to death by 
Rome?” Stress! “Will we be persecuted by Rome for failing to worship Caesar?”  
 
Is it possible that their anxiety and stress were overwhelming the very promise with 
which Matthew concludes his gospel: “Remember,” says the risen Jesus, “I am with 
you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20)? Might they have missed the 
presence of the Bridegroom in their midst: in the washing called Holy Baptism, in 
the breaking of the bread called the Holy Eucharist, in the Word of God spoken 
and interpreted through preaching, in the Service offered to each other and those in 
greatest need?  
 
And is that not the promise we need to hear and drink during these days fraught 
with anxiety and stress as pandemic fails to abate, as racial injustice continues to 
obscure the God-given dignity of every human being, as the dull-witted fail to pay 
attention to and serve those most in need throughout the land? Are we awake to his 
life-giving Presence and allowing that Presence to give us courage and compassion 
as we enter the days ahead?  
 
Preparation in November 
We are in the season of November and our contemplation of the Last Things as 
signaled in the lectionary readings and this month’s feasts: from All Saints and All 

Souls to the Reign of Christ. Household worship can 
take place anywhere but it is most appropriate at a 
kitchen or dining table. The color for the feast days is 
white with green for November 8 and 15. It is always 
appropriate to have a candle burning during household 
prayer: who among us does not need more of the light 
of Christ in our lives? And this, too: photographs of our 
beloved dead can be gathered on a home altar or at 
table, as the burning flame sheds its light on their faces. 
If you have access to greens, let these mark your place 
of household prayer. Anglican spirituality holds that all 
the senses can disclose God’s presence – not just texts 
for speaking or singing. Do you have incense? Then 

burn it as you pray, letting your prayer rise with the fragrant smoke. Should you 
have a crucifix, a cross, or an image of Christ, let this holy artifact be present to 
focus your prayer.  
 
If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your 
browser. 
 
 
 
 



Acclamation 
Make the sign of the cross as you say,  
 
Blessed (+) is the One who comes in the name of the LORD. 
Blessed is the kingdom of God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
 
Trisagion | Thrice Holy 
Listen as the Sheptytsky Institute Choir of Toronto sings the Trisagion 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N07Ivpoxf_4 
 
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Immortal One, 
Have mercy, have mercy on us. 
 
Collect  
O God of love and justice, 
You illumine our way through life with the words and deeds of your Son. 
give us the light we need, 
and awaken us to the needs of others, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
One God forever and ever.  Amen.  
 
The Word of God for the Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp27_RCL.html 
 
Amos 5:18-24 
 
Psalm 70 
Listen to one chorister, Matthew Curtis, sing SATB (soprano, alto, tenor, bass) in 
this setting by David Solomons 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUnZ5PPMPtM 
 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me!  
O Lord, make haste to help me!  
Let them be put to shame and confusion that seek my life!  
Let them be turned back and brought to dishonor who desire my hurt!  



Let them be appalled because of their shame that say, "Aha, Aha!" 
May all who seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee!  
May those who love thy salvation say evermore, "God is great!" 
But I am poor and needy; hasten to me, O God!  
Thou art my help and my deliverer; O Lord, do not tarry! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost 
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be 
World without end, Amen. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
Matthew 25:1-13 
Read the gospel aloud slowly.  
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five 
were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the 
wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them 
became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and 
trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our 
lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you 
and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And 
while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went 
with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell 
you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor 
the hour.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Meditation on the gospel reading by Susan Hylen 
Dr. Susan Hylen is Associate Professor of New Testament in Emory University’s Candler 
School of Theology. She is the author of Women in the New Testament World.  
 
Like the other Gospels, Matthew is clear that the timing of Christ’s return is 
unknown. Although Jesus speaks of signs of the end time (Matthew 24:3-35), he 
goes on to say that no one but God knows the day or hour of its arrival (Matthew 
24:36; see also Mark 13:1-37). In this sense, the Gospel’s view differs strongly from 
that of those today who claim to predict Christ’s second coming. Matthew states 



clearly, “you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 
hour” (Matthew 24:44). 
The unknown timing of the Son’s return makes readiness essential. Its last verse, 
“Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour,” points readers 
toward a message of watchfulness. It suggests that the foolish bridesmaids were not 
sufficiently prepared. However, the point of the parable is not constant readiness. 
“Keep awake” does not imply that the disciples should never sleep, standing vigil 
through the ages for Christ’s imminent return. In fact, all of the bridesmaids, wise 
and foolish, are asleep when the shout announces the groom’s approach. 
 
What is distinctive about this parable is its focus on the delayed return of the 
expected one. The passage does not simply call for right action in the groom’s 
absence. It calls for recognition that he may be delayed. 
 
In this parable alone, the wise or prudent disciple is the one who prepares not only 
for the groom’s return, but also for his delay. If the groom was coming quickly there 
would be nothing wrong with taking one’s lamp full of oil to meet him. But the 

wise disciple packs a supply of oil, knowing that 
her wait may be unpredictable. 
 
It is difficult for many of today’s disciples to be 
anything like the bridesmaids, wise or foolish, 
because we have stopped waiting. We give little 
thought to Christ’s return, let alone what we 
should do to prepare for it. This is not necessarily 

something for which modern Christians should be chastised – after the passage of 
two millennia, we have grown accustomed to the master’s absence. It’s a long time 
to wait expectantly. Nevertheless, there may be something we can gain from the 
parable’s perspective. 
 
When the groom comes, the wedding feast may begin. But the bridesmaids await 
not only the groom but also the removal of pain and suffering. The wedding feast 
initiates the reign of God’s justice and mercy. To act as wise ones is to affirm our 
faith in the coming Christ. Doing so shows our trust that God is a God of justice 
and mercy. The day of Christ’s return expresses the ideals of God’s reign. It is a 
vision of God’s ultimate justice and righteousness without which our world appears 
very bleak. 
 
Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need 
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household  
 
For all people in their daily life and work; for our families, friends, and neighbors, 
and for all those who are alone. Hear us, O God: Your mercy is great.  
 



For this community and our country; for all the joyous and all the disappointed in 
this season of election. Hear us, O God: Your mercy is great.  
 
For the just and proper care of your creation; for those who give their lives to the 
protection and conservation of earth’s many gifts. Hear us, O God: Your mercy is 
great.  
 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and unemployment; for those who 
experience confusion, despair, and loneliness. Hear us, O God: Your mercy is 
great. 
 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; for those who minister to 
the sick, the friendless, and the poor. Hear us, O God: Your mercy is great. 
 
For the peace and unity of the Church of Christ; for all who proclaim the gospel 
and all who seek you with sincere hearts. Hear us, O God: Your mercy is great. 
 
For Gregory our bishop, and for all who minister in the church; for all who serve 
their families and neighbors with the love of Christ. Hear us, O God: Your mercy is 
great.  
 
For those near death and those who have died; for all who mourn and experience 
grief; and for ourselves, that we may be counted among the saints who dwell in the 
light of Christ. Hear us, O God: Your mercy is great. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 



Concluding Collect 
Ever-living God, 
you inscribe our names in your book of life 
so that we may share in the first fruits of salvation. 
Grant that we may acknowledge Christ as our redeemer 
and, trusting in him, 
be confident that none of your own will be lost or forgotten. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.  
Amen. 
 

 
Blessing	
The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The LORD look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
Amen.  
 

 
 
 
Thanksgiving at table  
Use this thanksgiving prayer whenever you have a meal this week 
 
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest 
And let these gifts to us be blessed. 
Blessed be God who is our Bread, 
May all the world be clothed and fed. 
Amen.  
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Image: He Qi,  “The Clever Bridesmaids,” n.d. 
Opening acclamation: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Trisagion: Roman Hurko, “Holy God” from Liturgy No. 3, 1962, conducted by Uwe 
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Collect: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (Nashville: Consultation on Common 
 Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers)  
Biblical readings: The New Revised Common Lectionary adapted for Episcopal 
 Use, 2006 
Psalm 70: Setting by David Solomons, 2012  
Gospel reading: New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible (Washington, DC: 
 The National  Council of Churches, 1989) 
Meditation on the Gospel: Susan Hylens, Working Preacher, November 12, 2017  
Prayers: The Book of Alternative Services, The Anglican Church of Canada, 1983  
Lord’s Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Concluding Prayer: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (Nashville: Consultation 
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