
	 1 

 
 
 
 

Tacoma, Washington 
 

Household Worship 
Sunday, November 29, 2020 
The First Sunday of Advent 

 
 
At the end of 2020, we call out: Restore us, O God of hosts 
It is good and important to remember that for the first 1,500 years of Christian 
history, a “strong group orientation” pervaded Mediterranean, Western Asian, and 
African cultures. Strong group refers to the primacy of relationships in community 
over the ambitions of the individual apart from community (the latter, so alive in 
U.S. culture, is called “weak group”). As North American sacramental Christians, 
we live in the tension between participation in a strong group religious community 
(i.e., the local parish) and most of life spent in weak group culture.  
 
These two sensibilities play out in how we view Jesus. Artists, preachers, and hymn 
writers frequently portray him as a single figure, an individual. In churches and 
homes where there are no images of Christ and the saints, one gains the impression 
that he is a solitary figure. Many hymn lyrics speak of the individual: “I come with 
joy to meet my Lord,” “I come to the garden alone,” “Amazing grace how sweet 
the sound that saved and set me free.” With the rise of conservative evangelical 
and non-denominational rhetoric in the public sphere, one gains the impression 
that the only way to be Christian is by making an individual decision to “accept 
Jesus as my Lord and Savior.” It’s between God and me. 

 
Not unsurprisingly, this weak group, highly 
individualized view would be foreign to 
Jesus himself. He was raised in a strong 
group culture that valued relationship with 
others over being on one’s own. Indeed, to 
be on one’s own would spell loss of 
community, homelessness, and possibly 
death. Indeed, do we not live in a time when 
surging infection, increasing unemployment, 
and food insecurity leads us to grasp how 

important it is to not “go it alone”? What did the psalmist sing? Restore us, O God 
of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. Is this not a 
most needed and appropriate prayer in these challenging times?  
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In the gospel for this First Sunday of Advent, Jesus encourages his followers to Stay 
Awake for the advent of the Son of Man, the Human One, the messenger of God 
who will lead the elect into the Kingdom of God’s love and justice, forgiveness and 
peace. But here’s the deal: he comes with the whole company of heaven and with 
the angels who will gather the many together and welcome them to the banquet of 
heaven where they will feast with the Community of the Holy Three, the Trinity. 
Why, the God of Christians is not – is not – a lonely monad but rather a community 
of diversity united in life-giving purpose.  
 
The liturgy of Advent invites us, indeed pushes us to call out together for the advent 
of Christ and the whole company of heaven, for his coming among us as Healer, 
Advocate of the Poor, Friend of Sinners, Prophet of Justice, and Lover of Souls who 
will strengthen us to the end.  
 
Image: the people of St. Gregory of Nyssa Episcopal Church (San Francisco) gather 
with Christ and the saints who surround the assembly in its worship.  

 
Preparation in Advent 
	We enter Advent, itself one of the most beloved 
seasons in the Year of Grace: a blessed relief from the 
garish consumerism that surrounds us, and the 
falsehood that says: “Your fundamental value is found 
in what you can buy.” Household worship can take 
place anywhere but it is most appropriate at a dining 

table, coffee table, or home altar where one has placed the Advent wreath. Light 
the first candle on the wreath during the first week using the blessing below. The 
color for Advent is a deep, indigo blue. If you have access to greens, let these mark 
your place of household prayer. Anglican spirituality holds that all the senses can 
disclose God’s presence – not just texts for speaking or singing. Do you have 
incense? Then burn it as you pray, letting your prayer rise with the fragrant smoke. 
Should you have an image of Christ with the saints, let this holy artifact be present 
at prayer.  
 
Prayer for the lighting of the Advent wreath 
Blessed are you, LORD God of all creation. 
 You bring forth light in the midst of winter darkness. 
We praise you for this Advent wreath. 
 It is the evergreen crown of your royal people; 
 it shines with the promise of eternal victory. 
By the light of this wreath  
 we shall wait in patience for your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 who comforts our fears and brings hope to the world. 
Blessed are you, LORD God of all creation. 
 You bring forth light in the midst of winter darkness. Amen.  
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If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your 
browser. 

 
 
Acclamation 
Make the sign of the cross as you say,  
	
Blessed (+) is the One whose advent we await. 
Praise to God in the highest and peace on earth. Amen.  
 

 
Collect  
Almighty God,  
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness,  
and put on the armor of light,  
now in the time of this mortal life  
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility;  
that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty  
to judge both the living and the dead,  
we may rise to the life immortal;  
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Word of God for the First Sunday of Advent 
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html 
 
Isaiah 64:1-9 
 
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 
Listen to this setting of the psalm 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6rqr92VjWBo 
 
Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.  
O shepherd of Israel, hearken, from your throne upon the cherubim, shine forth. 
Rouse your power, and come to save us.  
 
Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.  
Once again, O LORD of hosts, look down from heaven, and see; take care of this 
vine, and protect what your right hand has planted, the son of man whom you 
yourself made strong.  
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Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.  
May your help be with the man of your right hand, with the son of man whom you 
yourself made strong. Then we will no more withdraw from you; give us new life, 
and we will call upon your name.  
 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 
Mark 13:24-37 
Read the gospel aloud slowly.  
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the 
powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming 
in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather 
his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 
will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he 
may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: 
Keep awake.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Anthem 
Listen to this beautiful anthem, “E’en So Lord Jesus Quickly Come,” by Paul Manz, 
performed by the Washington DC Master Chorale, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HRei4RUONUc 
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Reflection on the Gospel reading by Amy Allen 
The Rev. Amy Allen is a pastor of the ELCA and assistant professor of New Testament at 
Christian Theological Seminary in Indianapolis, Indiana.  
 
In our world it has become easy to look for “signs.”  To see wars, economic perils, 
the downfall of dictators, the election of leaders ... pretty much anything and 
everything as signs of the woes that Jesus describes in Mark 13. To think, despite 
Jesus’ insistence to the contrary, that we can tell – that we know when the master 
will return – and that his return will mean peril.  But that’s not the only way to read 
Mark 13.  
 
In a world of thieves, in a world of wars and dictators and economic hardship, 
where the powers and principalities cannot be trusted, Jesus proclaims that with his 
coming the suffering will come to an end.  When Jesus comes the stars, which in 
common first century cosmology, represented the powers and rulers of the world, 
will fall.  He will “cast down the mighty from their thrones” to quote Luke. And the 
real ruler of the world will return, not with more destruction, but hope. The power 
dynamics are changing. 
 
The question for us today is this: in a world of woes and suffering, when the powers 
and principalities have not yet been completely dethroned, how are we to stay 
alert? How are we to live as servants in God’s household when the powers around 
us seem to overwhelm?  Do we dread God’s coming as yet another trial and 
tribulation? I suggest that we remain alert, maintaining and building God’s 
household in expectation of Christ’s powerful return – a power full of grace. 
 
Choral 
Listen as the Netherlands Bach Society sings the J.S. Bach Cantata 36, 2, “Nun 
komm, der Heiden Heiland” (“Savior of the Nations, Come”) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xC_GErmw778 
 

 
Savior of the nations, come,  
Virgin’s Son, make here thy home! 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 
That the Lord chose such a birth. 
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Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need 
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household  
 
For peace from on high and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Restore us, O God, and we shall be saved.  
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and 
for the unity of all divided by race, creed, or political affection, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Restore us, O God, and we shall be saved.  
 
For our bishops, for the clergy, and for all Christ’s people, as we strive to serve our 
families and neighbors in this troubling time, let us pray to the Lord. 
Restore us, O God, and we shall be saved.  
 
For the President and President-elect, for all the joyful and all the distressed by this 
election season, for our regional leaders who offer guidance in this time of 
pandemic, let us pray to the Lord. 
Restore us, O God, and we shall be saved.  
 
For the sick and the suffering (especially ... ), for healthcare professionals who are 
tending the infected and the dying, and for their safety, health, and salvation, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Restore us, O God, and we shall be saved.  
 
For deliverance from all affliction, strife, and need, for the unemployed, the hungry, 
and the homeless, let us pray to the Lord. 
Restore us, O God, and we shall be saved.  
 
For all who have died (especially...) and for all who mourn, let us pray to the Lord. 
Restore us, O God, and we shall be saved.  
 
For all here and elsewhere who place their trust in our merciful God, that with the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Mark, and St. Andrew, we may be counted among those 
who will rejoice in Christ’s luminous presence, let us pray to the Lord. 
Restore us, O God, and we shall be saved.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Concluding Collect 
God of justice and peace, 
from the heavens you rain down mercy and kindness, 
that all on earth may stand in awe and wonder 
before your marvelous deeds. 
Raise our heads in expectation, 
that we may yearn for the coming day of the Lord 
and stand without blame before your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 
Blessing 
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in 
great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all 
sin. Amen.  
 
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you 
steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen.  
 
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be 
rewarded with unending life. Amen.  
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, (+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you forever. Amen.  
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Thanksgiving at table 
Use this prayer whenever you gather for a meal this week 
 
As we await the Advent of your Son, O God, 
we give you thanks for this food and drink, 
signs of your gracious love. 
May this meal strengthen us to share your gifts 
with the hungry and all who look for your justice and mercy. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
 
Notes 
Meditation: “At the end of 2020, we call out: Restore us, O God of hosts,”  
 Fr. Samuel Torvend 
Image: St. Gregory of Nyssa Episcopal Church interior; for more on the Dancing 
 Saints of St. Gregory of Nyssa, go to: https://www.saintgregorys.org/the-          
 dancing-saints.html 
Advent Wreath Blessing: Keeping Advent and Christmastide (Chicago: Liturgy 
 Training Publications, 1996) 
Opening acclamation: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Collect: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Nota bene: The opening collect for the Reign of Christ and Pentecost 24 were 
 mistakenly attributed to The Book of Common Prayer 1979; they were 
 drawn from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006). Thank you to Gordon 
 Lathrop for catching the error. 
Biblical readings: The New Revised Common Lectionary adapted for Episcopal 
 Use, 2006 
Psalm 80: Courtesy of #TheWordExposed  
Gospel reading: New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible (Washington, DC: 
 The National  Council of Churches, 1989) 
Anthem: “E’en So Lord Jesus Quickly Come,” Lyrics: Ruth Manz; Setting: Paul 
 Manz; for the touching story that inspired the motet, go to: 
 http://news.minnesota.publicradio.org/features/2004/12/20_olsond_manz/ 
Meditation on the Gospel: Amy Allen at Political Theology Network, November 
 22, 2011  
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Chorale: Ambrose of Milan, “Veni, redemptor gentium,” (340-397); German 
 translation by Martin Luther, 1523; J.S. Bach setting, 1724  
Image: Lorenzo Monaco, Antiphonary, 1396 
Prayers: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, with revisions 
Lord’s Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Concluding Prayer: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (Nashville: Consultation 
 on Common  Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers)  
Blessing: Book of Occasional Services, 2018 
Thanksgiving at Table: Fr. Samuel Torvend, Welcome Home: Scripture, Prayers, 
 and Blessings for the Household: Year of Mark (Minneapolis: Augsburg 
 Fortress,1996)		
	
	
	
	


