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Honor, shame, and a quick reply 
The New Testament scholar, John Pilch, has written that one of the primary 
concerns of the culture in which Jesus lived was the protection of one’s honor, the 
protection of one’s honorable reputation in the eyes of others. And one of the 
quickest ways to lose such a reputation was the inability to respond quickly to any 
challenge made to one’s reputation. Thus we find the presence of the trick question 
in the gospels: questions intended to trip or befuddle Jesus and diminish his 
honorable reputation as a prophet, a prophet who challenged the social values of 
his culture and the looming, dominating culture of the Roman Empire.  
 
Often, the questioner would heap false praise before asking the trick question in 
order to lull the person questioned into a false sense of security. Do you hear it 
here? Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in 
accordance with truth, and show deference to no one. You are a really decent 
person, Jesus, and then – bam! – comes the trick question: Is it lawful to pay taxes 
to the emperor, or not? Now, if Jesus were to answer, Yes, would those who 
adamantly opposed Roman rule over the Promised Land given by God not think 
that Jesus was sympathetic to such terrible rule? And were he to answer, No, would 
those who were collaborators with Rome be likely to report him to the authorities 
for promoting resistance to Caesar and his highly punitive tax?  

 
Note that Jesus asks for the offending coin. Ah! This is part of 
his clever response to their attempt to dishonor him! As 
observant Israelites who wanted nothing to do with Rome, its 
occupation of their land, and its taxation, they would never 
touch an unholy coin – and yet they bring him a denarius, a 
Roman coin, and find themselves embarrassed by having it in 

their position. Jesus will not be tripped or trapped by their fake praise and their 
trick question. His response is this: pay to Caesar what is owed to Caesar and give 
to God what is God’s. You can give Caesar his terrible tax but do you really want 
to give your soul to his violent and unjust rule? Jesus loses no honor in this 
exchange – an exchange that will only escalate until he is arrested.  
 



Preparation in Autumn 
We have entered the autumn season after Pentecost before the final season of 
November draws us to the Last Things. Worship in the household can take place 
anywhere but it is most appropriate at a table: a kitchen table or a dining table. As 
temperatures cool, would this not be a good time to create a home altar for daily 

and Sunday worship in the household? The 
color appointed for this season is green. It is 
always appropriate to have a candle burning 
during household prayer: who among us does 
not need more of the light of Christ in our lives? 
And this, too: a bowl of water in which one can 
dip one’s fingers and make the sign of the cross 
over the forehead or heart in renewal of one’s 
baptism into the evergreen life of God. If you 
have access to a garden or evergreen trees, let 

flowers and branches mark your place of household prayer. Anglican spirituality 
holds that all the senses can disclose God’s presence – not just texts for speaking or 
singing. Do you have incense? Then burn it as you pray, letting your prayer rise 
with the fragrant smoke. Should you have a crucifix, a cross, or an image of Christ, 
let this holy artifact be present to focus your prayer.  
 
If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your 
browser.  
 

 
Acclamation 
Make the sign of the cross as you say, 	
Blessed (+) be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen 
 

 
 
Collect  
O great creator of heaven and earth, 
you have called us and chosen us to be your people. 
By the power of your Holy Spirit, 
may we bear witness with joy and conviction 
to the good news of Jesus Christ,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
 



The Word of God for the Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp24_RCL.html 
 
Isaiah 45:1-7 
 
Psalm 96:1-9, (10-13) 
Listen to this new and lively setting of the Psalm by Mark Hayes, 
https://youtu.be/1tfpnTqrtFk?list=PL70ibjwN-2wpMTKURtd5zSw1jBg1Z6_7r 
 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 
Matthew 22:15-22 
Read the Gospel aloud slowly.  
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are 
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to 
no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. 
Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, 
said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used 
for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head 
is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, 
“Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him 
and went away. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
A meditation on the gospel reading by Mary Stommes 
Mary Stommes is an oblate of St. Benedict and the editor of Give Us This Day. 
 
They went off and plotted to entrap him. They didn’t tell Jesus as much, but he 
knew. By this point, he’d predicted his passion for the third time and had entered 
Jerusalem for the final time. 
	



Cowardly to scheme in secret, more cowardly still to send others—your disciples 
and the Herodians—to carry out your devious plan. Precede the trick question with 
heaped-up praise. Pretend you think he is Truth embodied, Teacher of the Way of 
God. Tell us then, what is your opinion? 

 
His unspoken opinion is that they are filled with malice and 
hypocrisy. But ultimately, the answer to their question is 
this: Repay . . . to God what belongs to God. Give God praise. 
Give God thanks. Honor your gifts, your integrity. Summon 
the courage to speak when it is excruciatingly difficult to do 
so. Be true to the God who resides in your depths, crying to be 
heard in a world that often seems inside out and upside-down 
and makes you wonder if the only way to be at peace is to go 
with the flow. But don’t. Don’t go there. Jesus went to 

Jerusalem and the Cross so you would know better than to do so. But he never 
promised it would be easy. 
 
The problem is this: we cave and make compromises; we circle our wagons or try 
to trap others in their actions or words. We forget that “repaying to God what 
belongs to God” requires us to both speak the hard truths and listen to them. And 
perhaps the hardest truth of all is that giving thanks and honor to God cannot and 
must not diminish the dignity and honor of others: they, too, belong to God. 
 
 
Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need 
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household  
 
Merciful God, we pray for all who claim the name Christian: that we may become 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, to the praise of Christ Jesus our Savior.  
O God, in your mercy: hear our prayer.  
 
We pray for Gregory our bishop, and for all bishops and other ministers: that they 
may remain faithful to their calling and rightly proclaim the word of truth.  
O God, in your mercy: hear our prayer.  
 
We pray for the President, the Congress, and the Supreme Court, for those seeking 
public office in this election season, for the leaders of the nations, and all in 
authority: that your people may lead just and peaceable lives.  
O God, in your mercy: hear our prayer.  
 
We pray for this city and those who live here, the poor and the rich, the elderly and 
the young, and the many ethnic communities that enrich our common life: that you 
will lead us to treat each other with sincere respect. 
O God, in your mercy: hear our prayer.  



We pray for those who suffer among us: for those infected by the virus, those who 
struggle with health challenges, those who are losing their homes, the many with 
no health care, the families who struggle to find food and drink, and all those who 
minister to them: that you will be their help and sure defense.  
O God, in your mercy: hear our prayer.  
 
We pray for those who seek work and those who labor in our land: strengthen 
those who struggle for a living wage, raise up advocates for the poor and those who 
feel abandoned by government and society, and lead us to honor all those who 
labor for the common good.  
O God, in your mercy: hear our prayer.  
 
We ask your blessing on our nation divided by wealth, political conviction, racial 
injustice, and religious intolerance: lead us and all people who dwell in this land 
into the path of reconciliation marked by the work of loving justice. 
O God, in your mercy: hear our prayer.  

 
 
We give you thanks for all the saints who have found favor in 
your sight and all those whose faith is known to you alone: 
with the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Matthew, St. Luke, and all 
your saints, may we be counted among your faithful 
witnesses. 
O God, in your mercy: hear our prayer.  
  
 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 



Concluding Collect 
Loving healer of the creation,  
you who hear the cries of those in need, 
receive these petitions of your people 
that all who are troubled 
may know peace, comfort, and courage. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
Blessing	
The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The LORD look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
Amen.  
 
Thanksgiving at Table 
Use this thanksgiving prayer whenever you have a meal this week 
 
Ruler of nature and lover of the earth, 
bless the food we are about to eat, 
and bless those whose toil has produced it 
for our enjoyment. 
 
Let us see your gracious hand 
in all your works, 
so that we may rejoice in your goodness 
all our days. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

 
 
 



Notes 
Reflection: “Honor, shame, and a quick reply,” Fr. Samuel Torvend 
Image: Roman denarius with the image of Caesar Augustus 
Opening acclamation: The Book of Common Prayer 1979 
Collect: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (Nashville: Consultation on Common 
 Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers)  
Biblical readings: The New Revised Common Lectionary adapted for Episcopal 
 Use, 2006 
Psalm setting: Mark Hayes (Carol Stream, IL: Hope Publishing, 2017) Gospel 
reading: New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible (Washington, DC:  The 
 National Council of Churches, 1989) 
Meditation on the Gospel: Mary Stommes, “Don’t Go There,” in Give Us This Day 
 October 2020 (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2020)  
Image: Jacek Malczewski, “Give to God what is God’s,” 1908 
Prayers: The Book of Alternative Services with additions (Toronto: Anglican Church 
 of Canada, 1985) 
Image: Saint Luke the Evangelist, Russian Orthodox icon, 18th c.  
Lord’s Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Concluding Prayer: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (Nashville: Consultation 
 on Common Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers)  
Blessing: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Thanksgiving at Table:  Michael Kwatera, OSB, and Dietrich Reinhart, OSB, in 
 Give Us This Day October 2020 (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2020)  
 
	
	
	


