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Throwing others into outer darkness? 
It can be helpful to remember that Matthew wrote his gospel in 80s-90s, some 50-
60 years after the death of Jesus and some 10-20 years after the destruction of the 
Temple and Jerusalem by the Roman Army. Such destruction led Israelite religious 
leaders to the conclusion that Judaism would survive in the future in local 
synagogues, with rabbis (spiritual descendants of Pharisees) leading Torah study, 
worship, and community charity. Keep in mind that Matthew was writing in a time 
when Torah or rabbinic Jews were simply trying to survive the skepticism and 
intolerance of the Roman Empire – and that survival meant the refusal to entertain 
anything that would bring more persecution down on their heads. 
 
At the same time, the community to whom Matthew was writing his gospel was 
filled with Jewish followers of Jesus, many of whom were no longer able to worship 
with their relatives in the synagogue: we witness here the parting of the ways. 
Tension thus emerged between rabbinic Jews who wanted nothing to do with a 
Jewish figure crucified by Rome and Jewish Christians who claimed that the 
crucified Jesus was the messiah of God. This tension between two religious 
communities runs through Matthew’s gospel, a tension and conflict not present 
during the life of Jesus. A good number of biblical scholars suggest that there are 
moments when Jesus in Matthew’s gospel becomes a spokesperson for Matthew 
and his troubled relationship with rabbinic Jews who remained faithful to the Law 
of Moses – faithful Jews who did not want to be identified with a crucified Jew. And 

let’s not forget the Romans who executed Jesus 
and destroyed the Temple: they viewed any 
dissent from the worship of their state gods 
with disdain, a disdain directed at Jews and 
Christians. 
 
That tension and conflict are manifest when 
Matthew speaks of people being “thrown into 
outer darkness,” cut off, banished, 

marginalized – and gives the impression that this is the will of God as voiced by 
Jesus. [Above: Jesus Christ pulling humankind out of darkness] 
 



Of course, the gospel text for this Sunday is located in Matthew’s gospel after Jesus 
has come to Jerusalem for the celebration of Passover and is critical in his public 
utterances about the hypocrisy he discerns in people who claim to love God but 
care little for their neighbors. Tension builds in Matthew’s narrative to the point 
where Jesus is arrested, interrogated, and then executed.  
 
One wonders: Did Matthew need a patient editor who would ask him: “Do you 
really want to suggest that the Jesus who blesses peacemakers, mourners, the poor 
in spirit, and those who love their enemies at the beginning of your gospel is the 
same one who tells a parable of an enraged king who orders an improperly dressed 
guest thrown out into utter darkness? Do you see the discrepancy between the two, 
Matthew?”  
 
Where’s the mercy in that? Of course, we live in a nation that is seriously divided 
in economic, racial, and political terms. It’s not at all difficult to hear partisans 
throw their opponents into “outer darkness,” is it? It’s difficult to hear voices that 
link the needed call for racial and economic justice with mercy. Telling the truth of 
one’s pain or despair with the hope of reconciliation is not in the cultural air we 
breathe at the moment. But the alternative – throwing real and perceived 
opponents into utter darkness – will that advance the love and justice to which 
God in Christ calls us? Or have we missed this salient truth: that we find Jesus 
Christ wherever people are banished – there, with them – and with us? 
 
Preparation in Autumn 
We have entered the autumn season after Pentecost before the final season of 
November draws us to the Last Things. Worship in the household can take place 
anywhere but it is most appropriate at a table: a kitchen table or a dining table. As 
temperatures cool, would this not be a good time to create a home altar for daily 
and Sunday worship in the household? The color appointed for this season is 
green. It is always appropriate to have a candle burning during household prayer: 
who among us does not need more of the light of Christ in our lives? And this, too: 
a bowl of water in which one can dip one’s fingers and make the sign of the cross 
over the forehead or heart in renewal of one’s baptism into the evergreen life of 
God. If you have access to a garden or evergreen trees, let flowers and branches 
mark your place of household prayer. Anglican spirituality holds that all the senses 
can disclose God’s presence – not just texts for speaking or singing. Do you have 
incense? Then burn it as you pray, letting your prayer rise with the fragrant smoke. 
Should you have a crucifix, a cross, or an image of Christ, let this holy artifact be 
present to focus your prayer.  
 
If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your 
browser.   



 
 
Acclamation 
Make the sign of the cross as you say, 	
Blessed (+) be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
 
Hymn 
Join the choir of King’s College Cambridge in singing this beloved hymn, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H4WCLlC-LLs 
 
O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home: 
 
Beneath the shadow of thy throne, 
Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is thine arm alone, 
And our defense is sure. 
 
Before the hills in order stood, 
Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting thou art God, 
To endless years the same. 
 
A thousand ages in thy sight 
Are like an evening gone; 
Short as the watch that ends the night 
Before the rising sun. 
 
Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
Bears all its sons away; 
They fly, forgotten, as a dream 
Dies at the opening day. 
 
O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Be thou our guide while troubles last, 
And our eternal home! 
 
 



Collect 
Great host of the feast, 
You have prepared a table before all peoples 
and poured out life with such abundance 
that death cannot claim the triumph over your universe. 
We give you thanks for the gifts of your earth 
that sustain our life together and that strengthen us: 
a people called to righteousness and peace. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Word of God for the Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp23_RCL.html 
 
Isaiah 25:1-9 
 
Psalm 23 
Join the cantor, choir, and people of St. Peter’s Church in singing the psalm, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcqG4nAwkp4 
 
R. My Shepherd is the Lord. Nothing indeed shall I want.  
 
1. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Fresh and green are the 
pastures where he gives me repose. Near restful waters he leads me, to revive my 
drooping spirit.  
 
2. He guides me along the right path, he is true to his name. If I should walk in the 
valley of darkness no evil would I fear; You are there with Your crook and Your 
staff; with these You give me comfort.  
 
3. You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes. My head you have 
anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing.  
 
4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life. In the 
Lord's own house shall I dwell forever and ever. 
 
Philippians 4:1-9 
 
 
 



Matthew 22:1-14 
Read the gospel aloud slowly.  
 
The holy gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his 
slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would 
not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: 
Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been 
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ But they 
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the 
rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He 
sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to 
his slaves, ‘the wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore 
into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those 
slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and 
bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
 
“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 
wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here 
without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the 
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are 
chosen.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

A meditation on God’s mercy by William Blake 
William Blake (1757 – 1827) was an English poet, painter, and 
printmaker of the Romantic Movement, deeply critical of 
industrialization and its destruction of land and water sources, and 
equally critical of the Church of England – at least its leaders – for their 
dry and dogmatic sermons and suppression of Christ: the agent of 
creation, the source of human creativity, and the prophet of mercy.  
 

 
Can I see another’s woe, 
And not be in sorrow too? 
Can I see another’s grief, 
And not seek for kind relief? 



Can I see a falling tear, 
And not feel my sorrow’s share? 
Can a father see his child 
Weep, nor be with sorrow filled? 
 
Can a mother sit and hear 
An infant groan, an infant fear? 
No, no! never can it be! 
Never, never can it be! 
 
And can He who smiles on all 
Hear the wren with sorrows small, 
Hear the small bird's grief and care, 
Hear the woes that infants bear - 
 
And not sit beside the nest, 
Pouring pity in their breast, 
And not sit the cradle near, 
Weeping tear on infant's tear? 
 
And not sit both night and day, 
Wiping all our tears away? 
O no! never can it be! 
Never, never can it be! 
 
He doth give His joy to all: 
He becomes an infant small, 
He becomes a man of woe, 
He doth feel the sorrow too. 
 
Think not thou canst sigh a sigh, 
And thy Maker is not by: 
Think not thou canst weep a tear, 
And thy Maker is not near. 
 
O!  He gives to us His joy, 
That our grief He may destroy: 
Till our grief is fled and gone 
He doth sit by us and moan. 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need 
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household  
 
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, 
live together in your love, and reveal your peace in the world. Silence. 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. Silence. 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation that we may care for its 
resources rightly in the service of others and for future generations. Silence. 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve 
Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. Silence. 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or 
spirit, especially ... Give them courage and hope in their 
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
Silence. 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your 
will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may 
share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence. 
 

 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 



The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as  
we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 
Concluding Collect 
Redeemer of the nations, 
visit your people 
and pour out your strength and courage upon us, 
that we may hurry to make you welcome 
not only in our concern for others, 
but by serving them 
generously and faithfully in your name.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
	

	
Blessing	
The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The LORD look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
Amen.  
 

	
Thanksgiving at table  
Use this thanksgiving prayer whenever you have a meal this week 
 
Bless us, O Lord, and these your gifts 
Which we are about to receive from your bounty 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 



Notes 
Reflection: “Throwing others into outer darkness?” Fr. Samuel  Torvend 
Image: Icon of the Resurrection with the risen Christ drawing Adam and Eve – all 
 humankind – out of death and darkness, Church of the Holy Savior, Chora 
Opening acclamation: The Book of Common Prayer 1979 
Hymn: Text by Isaac Watts; Tune: ST. ANNE by William Croft 
Collect: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (Nashville: Consultation on Common 
 Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers)  
Biblical readings: The New Revised Common Lectionary adapted for Episcopal 
 Use, 2006 
Psalm setting: Joseph Gelineau, SJ; Cantor: Rebecca Krysnki, Organist: Mark Husey  
Gospel reading: New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible (Washington, DC: 
 The National  Council of Churches, 1989) 
Meditation on the Gospel: William Blake, “On Another’s Sorrow,” in Songs of 
 Innocence, 1789, in the public domain  
Image: Jyoti Sahi, “Jesus as the Good Shepherd in Asia,” 2015 
Prayers: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Lord’s Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Concluding Prayer: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (Nashville: Consultation 
 on Common Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers)  
Blessing: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Thanksgiving at Table: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
 


