
 
 
 
 

Tacoma, Washington 
 

Household Worship 
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, October 4, 2020 
 

 
Jesus in murderous wine country 
One of the discoveries made over the past 70 years of archeological work in Israel 
is the number of winepresses that date from the 1st century, that century in which 
Jesus lived and labored in the Galilee region. While Christians often associate the 
Galilee with fishermen disciples, keep in mind that only a few miles from the 
Galilean Sea one finds an enormous wine press that served many villages. Indeed, 
when Jesus proclaims the gospel in his healing, forgiving, and eating practices, he 
makes that announcement in wine country. Were we to travel to the Galilee, we 
would witness the resurrection of ancient winemaking throughout the region.  
 
No wonder, then, that readers of the gospels find numerous parables that take 
place in vineyards and that Jesus has fairly sophisticated knowledge of the 
winemaking process. But this should not surprise us: vines, vineyards, tendrils, 
wine grapes, wine cups, winemakers, and winepresses run through the Hebrew 
Bible. Indeed, the First Testament uses the image of the vineyard to describe the 
people of God and we hear Jesus draw on this image in the Second Testament 
when he proclaims, “I am the Vine and you are the branches” (John 15:1). 
 

In the gospel selected for this 
Sunday, the vineyard appears 
once again – but it is a 
vineyard marked by murder. 
The owner of the vineyard 
sends servants to collect the 
produce but the tenants abuse 
or kill the servants – twice!  He 
then sends his son who falls to 
the same fate. When the 

vineyard owner comes, asks Jesus, what will he do? Common sense answers the 
question: He will put those wretches to a miserable death.  
 
It is a subtle and not so subtle accusation of Jesus’ critics, of those who oppose his 
proclamation and enactment of the kingdom of God. The stone (the winepress 



stone?) that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone, says Jesus. In 
Matthew’s narration of this encounter, we witness a bit of allegory, uncommon for 
Jesus but nonetheless potent here. Could it be that his parable alludes to the 
prophets of God who, when they spoke on behalf of God and God’s commitment 
to love and justice, were put to death by the people? Could it be that the sending of 
the son might be a reference to Jesus himself? After all, Matthew is writing his 
gospel after the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 
 
And how does the story end? His critics wanted to arrest him, “but they feared the 
crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.”  
 
It would be easy for us in the 21st c. to cluck our tongues at Jesus’ critics, a sad form 
of Christian triumphalism. But keep in mind that right before the telling of this 
parable, Jesus is pushed to grant privileges to two of his disciples, two who seek 
positions of power over others, who feel superior to others – a perennial human 
temptation, yes? What is his answer? “You do not know what you are asking. Are 
you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?” (Matthew 20:22) And what is 
the wine cup to which he refers? Why, it is his death on the winepress of the cross 
in which he manifests with utter clarity what it means to be his disciple, then and 
now. In this world, where the thirst for power over others is truly an addiction, the 
promotion of his love and justice for all will certainly be met with criticism if not 
contempt. But then we weren’t baptized for an easy ride in wine country, were we? 
  

 
Preparation in Autumn 
We have entered the autumn season after 
Pentecost, the month of October, before the final 
season of November draws us to the Last Things. 
Worship in the household can take place 
anywhere but it is most appropriate at a table: a 
kitchen table or a dining table. As temperatures 
cool, would this not be a good time to create a 

home altar for daily and Sunday worship in the household? The color appointed for 
this season is green. It is always appropriate to have a candle burning during 
household prayer: who among us does not need more of the light of Christ in our 
lives? And this, too: a bowl of water in which one can dip one’s fingers and make 
the sign of the cross over the forehead or heart in renewal of one’s baptism into the 
evergreen life of God. If you have access to a garden or evergreen trees, let flowers 
and branches mark your place of household prayer. Anglican spirituality holds that 
all the senses can disclose God’s presence – not just texts for speaking or singing. 
Do you have incense? Then burn it as you pray, letting your prayer rise with the 
fragrant smoke. Should you have a crucifix, a cross, or an image of Christ, let this 
holy artifact be present to focus your prayer.  
 



If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your 
browser.  

 
Acclamation 
Make the sign of the cross as you say, 	
Blessed (+) be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
Psalm Introit 
Listen as the Choir of St Paul’s London sings Psalm 24:8 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZBPM7DlQD5w 
 
O taste and see how gracious the Lord is: Blest is the one that trusteth in him. 
 
Collect 
Merciful Judge,  
you love justice and hate oppression; 
you call us to righteousness and  
ask us to reject exploitation. 
Give us generous and loving hearts, 
and eyes opened to the splendor of your reign, 
that we may live in truth and honor, 
and praise you for the transformation of our lives, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Word of God for the Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp22_RCL.html 
 
Isaiah 5:1-7 
 
Psalm 80:7-14 
Listen to Hildegard of Bingen’s version of Psalm 80  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=taanHO13WXE&list=PLTvyT6CyTYhH7Qoc5y
e61B6aW5ZDQANY8&index=9 
 
O shepherd of souls, 
O first voice by which we all have been created: 
May it now please you to free us, your holy vine,  
from our misery and our pain.  



Philippians 3:4b-14 
 
Matthew 21:33-46 
Read the Gospel aloud, slowly. 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. 
Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time 
had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants 
seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent 
other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he 
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw 
the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his 
inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.  
 
“Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 
They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the 
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 
 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone; 
this was the Lord’s doing, 
and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
 
“Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will 
be taken away from you and given to a people 
that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The 
one who falls on this stone will be broken to 

pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
 
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he 
was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, 
because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ  
 
 
 
 



A poem reflection on vineyard and wine cup by Malcolm Guite 
Malcolm Guite is a priest of the Church of England, poet, musician, and chaplain at Girton 
College, Cambridge University. Interested persons can read many of his works at 
https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/ 
 

 
 
I think of old Khayyam who ‘stood before 
The tavern shouting open up the door’ 
And wish I might carouse the night with him 
Alas that such carousals are no more 
 
I’ll keep the rules my country has imposed 
My life, like my small garden, is enclosed, 
But still I’ll raise a glass and pledge my friends 
Although, for us, the tavern door is closed 
 
For in my cellar, ranged in dusty rows, 
Are sleeping poets waiting to disclose 
Deep memories of St. Emillion 
Whose vineyards reach to where the Dordogne flows 
 
And with these wines I travel where I please 
From Rhineland to the lofty Pyrenees, 
I saunter though the chateaus of the Loire, 
Drawing the cork on any one of these. 
 
So with the poets let me praise the vine 
And pledge my absent friends in vintage wine 
Sensing, sometimes, the savor at my lips 
Speaks of a love both human and divine. 
 
And when I come to taste my life’s last drop, 
When all that flowed in me comes to a stop, 
Then let me see my Savior pledge his love, 
Come close to me, and help me drink the cup. 
 
 
 



Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need 
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household  
 
Let us pray for Christ’s people throughout the world; for our presiding bishop 
Michael, our bishop Gregory; for all who minister in the Name of Christ; and for 
the whole people of God. Silence 
 
Merciful God: hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for peace; for goodwill and cooperation among nations; for the 
wellbeing of earth’s people; and for all who strive for justice and peace. Silence 
 
Merciful God: hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for enlightened leadership in this time of pandemic; for policies and 
practices guided by wisdom; for political candidates committed to serving the 
common good, and for open and secure voting. Silence 
 
Merciful God: hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for the many who struggle with poverty, unemployment, loss of homes, 
lack of healthcare, and little food and drink; for those in any need or trouble at this 
time; and for the good will to serve our neighbors in need. Silence 
 
Merciful God: hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for the sick, homebound, and hospitalized; for their comfort, relief, and 
healing; for their physicians, nurses, home caregivers; for the friends and family 
members; especially we pray for … Silence 
 
Merciful God: hear our prayer.  
 
Let us pray for those who, at risk to their lives, serve the common good in 
ambulances, grocery stores, hospitals, clinics, and pharmacies; for fire fighters who 
continue to battle fires throughout the West. Silence 
 
Merciful God: hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for the faithful departed (speak their names aloud); and all who grieve 
the death/s of family members or friends. Silence  
 
Merciful God: hear our prayer. 
 



Let us praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored 
by their advocacy and care for the poor, especially St. Francis and his companion 
St. Clare of Assisi. Silence  
 
Merciful God: hear our prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as  
we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 
Concluding Collect 
Divine Healer,  
you who hear the cries of those in need, 
receive these petitions of your people 
that all who are troubled 
may know peace, comfort, and courage. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

	
Blessing	
The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The LORD look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
Amen.  
 

	
Table thanksgiving follows … 
 
 
 



Thanksgiving at Table 
Use this thanksgiving prayer whenever you have a meal this week –   
 
Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the universe,  
who brings forth bread from the earth. 
Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the universe,  
who creates the fruit of the vine. 
Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the universe,  
at whose word all came to be. 
Blessed are you, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Notes 
Reflection: “Jesus in murderous wine country,” Fr. Samuel Torvend 
Image: “Parable of the Wicked Tenants,” miniature from the Evangeliaria of 
Echternach, 10th c. Gospel book 
Image: Crucifix in the vineyard, open stock 
Opening acclamation: Book of Common Prayer 1979  
Psalm Introit setting: Ralph Vaughn Williams (1872-1958) 
Collect: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (Nashville: Consultation on Common 
 Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers)  
Biblical readings: The New Revised Common Lectionary adapted for Episcopal 
 Use, 2006 
Gospel reading: New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible (Washington, DC: 
 The National  Council of Churches, 1989) 
Poem on the Vineyard and Wine Cup: Malcolm Guite, accessed at 
https://malcolmguite.wordpress.com/2020/05/04/quarantine-quatrains-a-little-
celebration-of-wine/ 
Photograph of Malcolm Guite by Lancia Smith  
Prayers: Fr. Samuel Torvend  
Lord’s Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Concluding Prayer: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (Nashville: Consultation 
 on Common Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers)  
Blessing: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Thanksgiving at Table: Traditional Jewish table blessing  


