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Tacoma, Washington 
 

Household Worship 
The Feast of All Saints 

Sunday, November 1, 2020 
	
A kingdom of losers ... that has survived countless empires 
Matthew created his gospel in the 80s to 90s, some fifty years after the death of 
Jesus of Nazareth. By then the Roman Army had destroyed the city of Jerusalem 
and its Temple, forcing the Jewish people of Palestine to ask how their faith and life 
would continue without the Temple, its priesthood, and the pilgrimage feasts that 
brought the faithful to the holy city. Writing for a largely Jewish community of 
Christ followers, Matthew was intent on demonstrating the Jewishness of Jesus and 
the early Christian claim that he was the messiah, the anointed prophet of God, 
whose life, death, and resurrection heralded a new way of living with God and 
others in this world, a way of life in continuity with but also different than the 
mother religion of Judaism.  
 
Matthew was also well aware of the larger world inhabited by his community of 
early Christians: a world that was co-extensive with the Roman Empire, the very 
empire that had destroyed the Temple with brutal military force, crucified hundreds 
if not thousands of Judeans and Galileans, destroyed forests and orchards, and 
polluted the water sources – all of this a form of imperial propaganda: “If you 
question Roman power or rise up against Rome, you will be crushed.”  
 
Indeed, the Roman Empire maintained its colonizing power over conquered 
territories with merciless control, threats, and if needed, death. The Romans had 
little time for the virtue of mercy, thinking it was a sign of weakness, as something 
“feminine” and thus to be avoided by all males who “enjoyed” the benefits of a 
patriarchal culture. Why so? Being merciful to others could easily anger the gods 
who had decreed one’s “station” or place in life – for mercy would actually change 
one’s life, a life that been willed as unchanging by the gods. And who would want 
to run the risk of angering the gods of Rome, those divinities who could be quite 
malevolent in their punishment of human error? 
 
It is in this context that we hear Jesus pronounce what tradition calls “The 
Beatitudes.” How utterly bizarre these blessings would sound to the ordinary 
person whose values had been shaped by the dominant culture of Rome:  
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those who mourn, the meek, the merciful, and peacemakers? Every Roman knew 
that “peace” was achieved only through the defeat of one’s rivals or enemies. And 
the meek? In the eyes of the world, aren’t the meek just losers? And, then, what of 
mourners: why should they merit any kind of blessing, especially in a culture that 
denies the very existence of death and hides it by saying, ”she passed, she didn’t 
die”? In a culture of “winners,” aren’t the sorrowful just sad people who can’t get 
over loss – you know, depressing souls who just need to “let the healing begin”?  
 

 
 
And what are we to make of this ominous beatitude: “Blessed are you when people 
revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account.” On first hearing, doesn’t it sound a bit too dramatic, too edgy? Not your 
cup of tea? Well, then: thank God for this feast in which we contemplate the 
martyrs and confessors who were silenced or put to death for their commitment to 
the Kingdom of God embodied in Jesus – those whom the church honors today for 
their meekness, their peacemaking, their merciful regard for tfellow human beings, 
their purity of heart – that is, their singular commitment to the Gospel of love and 
justice, forgiveness and reconciliation. And thank God that there is time for the 
Spirit to nurture those blessings in our lives, we who live in the kingdom of God’s 
Wonderful Losers. One is mindful of the evening hymn that ends with a lyrical 
criticism: “So be it, Lord, Thy throne shall never, like earth’s proud empires, pass 
away: Thy kingdom stands, and grows forever, till all Thy creatures own Thy 
sway.” In a world marked by little mercy, blessed be God for the Throne 
overflowing with the merciful and the righteous.  
 
Preparation in November 
We enter the season of November and our contemplation of the Last Things as 
signaled in the lectionary readings and this month’s feasts: All Saints (November 1), 
All Souls/The Faithful Departed (November 2), and the Reign of Christ (November 
22). Household worship can take place anywhere but it is most appropriate at a 
kitchen or dining table. The color for the feast days is white with green for 
November 8 and 15. It is always appropriate to have a candle burning during 
household prayer: who among us does not need more of the light of Christ in our 
lives? And this, too: photographs of our beloved dead can be gathered on a home 
altar or at table, as the burning flame sheds its light on their faces. If you have 
access to greens, let these mark your place of household prayer. Anglican 
spirituality holds that all the senses can disclose God’s presence – not just texts for 
speaking or singing. Do you have incense? Then burn it as you pray, letting your 
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prayer rise with the fragrant smoke. Should you have a crucifix, a cross, or an 
image of Christ, let this holy artifact be present to focus your prayer.  
 
If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your 
browser. 
 

 
 
Acclamation 
Make the sign of the cross as you say these words, 
  
 
 

Blessed be God, (+) Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  
There is one Body and one Spirit; 
There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
             
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;  
One God and Father of all. 
 
Collect  
Almighty God,  
You have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship  
in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord:  
Give us grace so to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living,  
that we may come to those ineffable joys that you have prepared  
for those who truly love you;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, 
one God, in glory everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
The Word of God for the Feast of All Saints 
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/HolyDays/AAllSaints_RCL.html 
 
Revelation 7:9-17 
 
Psalm 34:1-10, 22 
Listen to the Ralph Williams setting of Psalm 34:8 sung by the Cambridge Singers  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=heiiATCrwVQ 
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1 John 3:1-3 
 
Matthew 5:1-12 
Read the gospel aloud slowly.  
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you." 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
A reflection on the Feast of All Saints by Pope Francis 
A member of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits) and the Archbishop of Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio was elected Bishop of Rome on March 13, 2013. 
His first papal acts were to take the name Francis, make his home not in the opulent 
Apostolic Palace but in a small apartment, and then visit immigrant children.  

 
The Feast of All Saints is “our” celebration: not because we are 
good, but because the sanctity of God has touched our life. 
The saints are not perfect models, but people through whom 
God has passed. We can compare them to the church 
windows that allow light to enter in different shades of color. 
The saints are our brothers and sisters who have welcomed the 
light of God and have passed it on to the world, each 

according to his or her own “hue.” But they were all transparent; they fought to 
remove the darkness of sin, so as to enable the gentle light of God to pass through.  
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Today in the Gospel, Jesus addresses his followers, all of us, telling us we are 
“blessed” (Matthew 5:3). It is the word with which he begins his sermon, which is 
the “Gospel,” Good News, because it is the path of joy.  

Those who are with Jesus are marked by joy. This is not in having something or in 
becoming someone, no. True joy and true happiness are being with the Lord and 
living with love for others. The marks of this life are called Beatitudes: blessed are 
the simple, the humble who welcome the presence of God, who weep for others 
and for their own mistakes, who remain meek, fight for justice, are merciful to all, 
who always work for peace and abide in joy, refuse to hate and, even when 
suffering, respond to evil with goodness. This is how the saints are: like everyone, 
they breathe air polluted by the evil present in the world, but on the journey they 
never lose sight of Jesus, his wounds, his risen life, his mercy.  
 
The Renewal of Baptismal Vows  
Through the Sacrament of Baptism, dear friends, 
we take our share in the priestly ministry of the Risen Christ, 
and are made members of his Body the Church, 
that glorious communion of all the saints, 
 past, present and yet to come.  
Therefore, on this feast of All Saints, 
let us renew the solemn vows and promises of Holy Baptism, 
by which we once promised to serve God faithfully 
 in God’s holy Church and in the world. 
 
Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil  
and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
I do. 
    
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
          and born of the Virgin Mary. 
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
          was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again. 
      He ascended into heaven, 
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead.    
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Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. 
 
Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in the prayers? 
I will, with God's help. 
    
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 
return to the Lord? 
I will, with God's help. 
    
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God's help. 
    
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God's help. 
 
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 
every human being? 
I will, with God's help. 
 
Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect the beauty and integrity 
of all creation?  
I will, with God’s help. 
 
May Almighty God,  
who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit  
and made us one with the saints in heaven and on earth,  
strengthen and support us  
in the baptismal life of this holy fellowship,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need 
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household  
 
Merciful and life-giving God, strengthen all Christian people by your Holy Spirit 
that we may live as a royal priesthood and a holy nation to the praise of Jesus 
Christ our Savior. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Bless our bishop and all ministers of your Church, that by faithful proclamation of 
your word we may be built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets into a 
holy temple in the Lord. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Give to the world and its peoples the peace that comes from above, that together 
we may walk in the path of peace proclaimed by our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Hold in your embrace all who witness to your love in the service of the poor and 
needy; all who minister to the sick and dying; and all who bring light to those who 
dwell in the shadows of despair and death. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Look with favor upon this nation as we elect new public servants; be quick to 
thwart those who would suppress or distort the vote and send your powerful Spirit 
over this land that there might be peace in the days to come.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

 
Remember in your mercy all those gone 
before us marked by holiness of life and 
steadfast witness to the Gospel of freedom. 
With the Blessed Virgin Mary, the apostles, 
confessors, and martyrs, may we be 
numbered among those welcomed to the 
great banquet of heaven.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Concluding Collect 
Holy and mighty God, 
We give you thanks for the triumph of Christ 
in the lives of his saints. 
Receive all we offer you this day, 
and help us, like them, to run the course with good faith, 
that we may come to your eternal kingdom. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
Blessing 
May the merciful God,  
whose glory we celebrate in this festival of all the Saints,  
be now and evermore your guide and companion.  
Amen. 
 

May God, who through baptism  
has made us one with the Saints in heaven and on earth,  
keep you in this fellowship for ever.  
Amen. 
 

May God, who in the Saints  
has given us patterns of holy living and holy dying,  
strengthen your faith and devotion  
that you may bear witness to the truth against any adversity.  
Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God Almighty,  
the (+) Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be upon you and remain with you for ever.  
Amen. 
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Thanksgiving at Table 
Use this thanksgiving prayer whenever you have a meal this week 
 
Lord our God, 
we give praise and thanks for your gracious gifts 
that you provide so faithfully. 
Help us enjoy these blessings with gratitude and reverence, 
that we may be strengthened to praise you and serve our neighbors; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
As we approach Election Day 
As the nation approaches Election Day, Tuesday, November 3, let us join 
Episcopalians and other people of faith in reflection, voting, and prayer: 
 
God has taken a place in the divine council; 
    in the midst of the gods the LORD holds judgment: 
“How long will you judge unjustly 
    and show partiality to the wicked? 
Give justice to the weak and the orphan; 
    maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute. 
Rescue the weak and the needy; 
    deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” 
Psalm 82:1-4 
 
Almighty God,  
to whom we must account for all our powers and privileges:  
Guide the people of this nation in the election of our officials and representatives;  
that, by faithful administration and wise laws, the rights of all may be protected  
and our nation be enabled to fulfill your purposes;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Holy and life-giving God,  
you declare your glory and show forth your handiwork  
in the heavens and in the earth:  
Deliver us in our various occupations from the service of self alone,  
that we may do the work you give us to do  
in truth and beauty and for the common good; 
for the sake of him who came among us as one who serves,  
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 



	 10	

Notes 
Reflection: “A kingdom of losers ... that has survived countless empires,”  
 Fr. Samuel Torvend  
Image: Hyatt Moore, “The Beatitudes,” n.d., for more of Hyatt Moore’s art:                      
https://www.hyattmoore.com/store/The_Beatitudes 
Opening acclamation: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Collect: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Biblical readings: The New Revised Common Lectionary adapted for Episcopal 
 Use, 2006 
Psalm 34: Setting by Ralph Vaughn, performed by the Cambridge Singers, 2014 
Gospel reading: New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible (Washington, DC: 
 The National  Council of Churches, 1989) 
Meditation on the Gospel: Pope Francis, from his Angelus message, November 1, 
 2017  
Renewal of Baptismal Promises: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Prayers: The Book of Alternative Services, The Anglican Church of Canada, 1983  
Image: Wassily Kandinski, “All Saints Day I,” 1911  
Lord’s Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Concluding Prayer: The Book of Alternative Services, The Anglican Church of 
 Canada, 1983  
Blessing: The Book of Occasional Services, 2018 
Thanksgiving at Table: Wilhelm Loehe, Seed Grains of Prayer, 1914  
Election prayers: The Book of Common Prayer 1979 	
	


