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Tacoma, Washington 
 

Household Worship 
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, September 27, 2020 
 

 
 
You’d be surprised by who’s entering heaven before you 
In her short story, “Revelation,” the great southern writer Flannery O’Connor 
narrates the unsettling epiphany of one Mrs. Turpin, an upstanding Christian 
woman. The central character is a devout white woman of the middle class who 
was raised in the work ethic found among many of her white, Southern friends: she 
is a pillar of her church, a sensible person, and a diligent worker who has a strong 
sense of who should lead (she and people just like her) and who should follow: all 
those who do not look like her, those who do not express the values of her socio-
economic and religious class.  
 
She is unruffled in her determination to speak about all those people who deserve 
her pity, her condescension: “white trash,” foreigners, Blacks, ugly people, 
Northerners  – all of them lumped together as outsiders to her carefully constructed 
world of white privilege. That is, until she encounters a young woman named Mary 
Grace in the doctor’s waiting room – Mary Grace who goes to Wellesley College in 
Massachusetts, Mary Grace who reads constantly, Mary Grace who is plain ugly in 
Mrs. Turpin’s eyes. Having listened at length to Mrs. Turpin speaking in a derisive 
manner about the Blacks she hires to pick her cotton, about people who don’t 
smile regardless of their suffering, about poor white people who are as “dirty as 
pigs,” Mary Grace leaps up and attacks Mrs. Turpin, throwing the two of them to 

the floor. The nurse and physician rush to the 
waiting room and hold Mary Grace down as she 
begins to writhe and moan. Mrs. Turpin is utterly 
shocked at what has just happened, her vision 
blurred by the attack – by the thought that anyone 
would see fit to attack her of all people.  
 
Mrs. Turpin and her husband, Claud, eventually 

make their way home to the farm where they live. With his leg wounded by a cow 
hitting him (the reason for the visit to the clinic), she sends Claud into the house to 
rest. Still experiencing utter disbelief that anyone would attack her, she walks to the 
fence around the pigpen.  
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A visionary light settled in her eyes. She saw the purple streak in the sky as a vast 
swinging bridge extending upward from the earth through a field of living fire. 
Upon it a vast horde of souls were rumbling toward heaven. There were whole 
companies of white trash, clean for the first time in their lives, and bands of blacks 
in white robes, and battalions of freaks and lunatics shouting and clapping and 
leaping like frogs. And bringing up the end of the procession was a tribe of people 
who she recognized at once as those who, like herself, had always had a little of 
everything and the God-given wit to use it right … They were marching behind the 
others with great dignity, accountable as they had always been for good order and 
common sense and respectable behavior. They alone were on key. Yet she could 
see by their shocked and altered faces that even their virtues were being burned 
away.  
 
Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of 
God ahead of you. 
 
 
 

Preparation in Autumn 
We have entered the autumn season 
after Pentecost, September and October, 
before the final season of November 
draws us to the Last Things. Worship in 
the household can take place anywhere 
but it is most appropriate at a table: a 
kitchen table or a dining table. As 
temperatures cool, would this not be a 
good time to create a home altar for 

daily and Sunday worship in the household? The color appointed for this season is 
green. It is always appropriate to have a candle burning during household prayer: 
who among us does not need more of the light of Christ in our lives? And this, too: 
a bowl of water in which one can dip one’s fingers and make the sign of the cross 
over the forehead or heart in renewal of one’s baptism into the evergreen life of 
God. If you have access to a garden or evergreen trees, let flowers and branches 
mark your place of household prayer. Anglican spirituality holds that all the senses 
can disclose God’s presence – not just texts for speaking or singing. Do you have 
incense? Then burn it as you pray, letting your prayer rise with the fragrant smoke. 
Should you have a crucifix, a cross, or an image of Christ, let this holy artifact be 
present to focus your prayer.  
 
If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your 
browser.   
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Acclamation 
Make the sign of the cross as you say, 	
 
Blessed (+) be the holy and Triune God. 
And blessed be God’s peaceful kingdom on earth. Amen. 

 
 
Collect 
God of our salvation, 
we falter before the demands of your word 
and turn away from your call to life. 
Pour out your mercy on us 
as you showed mercy to your people of old, 
that we may turn from our sinfulness 
and walk the path of self-emptying love 
made known in Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
 
The Word of God for the Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp21_RCL.html 
 
Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32 
 
Psalm 25:1-8 
Listen as the choir of Trinity Cathedral, Cleveland sings the psalm 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mMAwSyqnAWs 
 
Philippians 2:1-13 
 
Matthew 21:23-32 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 
to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, 
and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one 
question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do 
these things.  
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“Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they 
argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then 
did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the 
crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not 
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 
these things. 
 
“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his 
mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he 
answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” 
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you 
in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your 
minds and believe him.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ  
 
Reflection on the Gospel by the Rev. Douglas Webster 
Dr. Webster is a Presbyterian minister and Professor of Christian Preaching at Beeson 
Divinity School in Birmingham, Alabama. 
 
The parable poses a question: Which is better: a yes-out-of-a-no or a no-out-of-a-
yes? The emphatic no that turns to a positive yes is better than the enthusiastic yes 
that turns to a passive no. The outward “yes” that really meant “no” is a thinly 

veiled description of Jesus’ critics; whereas the 
outward “no” that becomes a true “yes” is another 
way of saying, the last will be first and the first last. 
The parable is a sober warning for anyone who 
identifies as Christian but hardly lifts a finger for Jesus’ 
Kingdom work. Their initial, enthusiastic “yes” to 
God is in danger of becoming a non-committal, 
passive “no.”  
 
Following this simple parable, Jesus asked the most 
obvious question: “Which of the two did what his 

father wanted?” “The first,” they answered. Then, Jesus drove the message home. “I 
tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of 
God ahead of you. For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, 
and you did not believe in him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And 
even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.”  
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Those who admire Jesus are not the same as disciples who follow Jesus. In this 
regard, the parable is radical because a theoretical “yes” to routine church 
attendance and tithing can become a cover for a passive “no” to the call of God.  
 
Baylor University theologian Ralph Wood contends that the Reformation’s 
principle of the priesthood of all believers has been corrupted into the priesthood 
of the solitary believer. Instead of serving as priests to each other with our one High 
Priest (and thus engage in the radically communal life of the church), each 
individual is supposed to become his own priest. This solitary priesthood celebrates 
the freedom to admire Jesus whereas the holy priesthood follows Jesus for the sake 
of the Kingdom of God.  
 
The solitary priesthood makes autonomous choices akin to purchasing an 
automobile or joining a civic club, but the holy priesthood is alive with 
attachments we have not chosen for ourselves; they have been graciously given to 
us. We are called to respond gladly to the gifts we have so generously received, 
from our parents and communities, from our friends and neighbors, from our 
schools—but supremely from the self-giving God of Israel, Jesus Christ, and Christ’s 
Spirit animated church. The way of Jesus is the way of the Cross; it is nothing less 
than the way of sacrifice, the way of love, the way of grace.  
 
Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need 
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household  
 
We pray for Christ Church Parish, the Diocese of Olympia, the people of the 
Episcopal Church, our ecumenical partners, and Christian communities throughout 
the world. Silence. 
We pray: Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love.  
 
We pray for the Puyallup and Nisqually people on whose land we live, for our 
Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim, and Sikh neighbors, and for all people of 
goodwill committed to the flourishing of the human family. Silence. 
We pray: Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love.  
 
We pray for farms and fields throughout our state and nation, for those who labor 
in fields and seas, and for the many suffering the effects of summer fires. Silence. 
We pray: Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love.  
 
We pray for our governor, his medical advisors, for mayors and county leaders, for 
wise and compassionate public servants, for the election of candidates who will 
serve the common good, for the security of our election process, and the hindrance 
of those who would impend the vote. Silence.  
We pray: Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love.  
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We pray for government policies that will protect and sustain the most vulnerable 
among us, for those facing cruel eviction, the homeless, the wrongfully detained, 
for the homebound, and fragile elders isolated from family and friends. Silence. 
We pray: Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love.  
 
We pray for peace throughout the world, for national leaders who strive for peace 
over conquest and cooperation over ruthless competition, for the many agencies of 
the United Nations that serve those most in need throughout the world. Silence.  
We pray: Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love.  
 
We pray for our lives and our society to be purged of racism, for those who suffer 
in word and deed the abuse of racist rhetoric and actions, for an end to ethnic and 
religious intolerance. Silence. 
We pray: Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love.  
 
We pray for those who are sick, for those burdened by anxiety, for the many 
unemployed, for those with little or no food, for those suffering with the 
coronavirus, for healthcare workers, social workers, emergency medical teams, and 
medical researchers. Silence. 
We pray: Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love.  
 
In the communion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Matthew, St. Michael and all the 
Angels, we commend ourselves, one another, and our troubled nation to your 
mercy and care. Silence.  
We pray: Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as  
we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
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Concluding Collect 
O Merciful Holy Three,  
you call us to love and serve you 
with body, mind, and spirit 
through loving your creation 
and our sisters and brothers. 
Open our hearts in compassion 
and receive these petitions 
on behalf of the needs of the church and the world. 
You live and reign, one God, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

	
Blessing	
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 
keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of God’s Son Jesus Christ our Lord: 
and the blessing of almighty God, 
(+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among us and remain with us forever. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Thanksgiving at Table 
Use this thanksgiving prayer whenever you have a meal this week 
 

 
Bless, O Lord, your gifts 
which we are about to receive 
from your goodness. 
 
May your gifts, gracious God, 
be our refreshment, 
and your grace our comfort; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
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