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On the generous Keeper of the vineyard and women working the vines 
A good number of New Testament scholars suggest that Jesus believed the reign of 
God was present in his eating and healing practices: it was not so much something 
to be longed for in the distant future as a reality alive in the present and 
experienced in the generous and equitable sharing of food and drink, in access to 
healing of body, mind, or spirit for anyone in need, and in restorative justice 
(forgiveness) rather than the more common act of violent retribution. We hear clear 
echoes of all this in that prayer said or sung by all Christians: your kingdom come 
on earth; give us today our daily bread; and forgive us as we forgive others. 
 
In the reign of God, so different from the reign of Caesar or any empire for that 
matter, God’s generosity toward all people would confound those who are stingy in 
their largess – largess or generosity doled out in bits and pieces only to family or 
close friends, or those who appear to work harder than others. Thus, in his parable 
of the astonishing generosity of God, Jesus spoke of laborers in the vineyard who 
received the same generous wage, whether they had worked from early morning or 
started their labors in the late afternoon (Matthew 20:1-16). Such liberality was 
offensive to many who listened to his story of wages in the vineyard; such 
liberality, such grace called and calls into question the very notion that one has to 
work hard in order to receive social or spiritual rewards; calls into question the 
notion that work is the only measure of what it means to be human.  
 



“Work hard and live a good and well-behaved life and you’ll go to heaven in the 
end.” Christian funerals reveal a different theology. They focus on the presence and 
generosity of God in the life of the deceased, a presence and generosity that 
preceded and also leads the beloved dead through life into the Vineyard of heaven. 
The work of God in and through the life of the one who has died is remembered 
and praised.  
 
The parable brings to mind another concern: the vineyards that dot the West Coast, 
who works in them, and what they experience. Since 2015, more reports have 
appeared with testimony by women vineyard workers of the harassment and threats 
they receive from field managers and bosses who are men. Women workers, 
dependent on exhausting physical labor to support their children, must confront the 
threat of sexual harassment and predation. Domination over others in the 
workplace, schoolroom, church, home, or vineyard is not a Christian virtue. 
 
To the hard working soul, the generosity of God may appear illiberal, too much, 
even weak. Yet place that generosity and grace next to the harsh conditions in 
which many Americans and much of the globe live and labor – and it becomes 
nothing less than an unexpected and welcome mercy. 
 

Preparation in Autumn 
We are entering into the autumn season after Pentecost, 
the months of September and October, before the final 
season of November draws us to the Last Things. 
Worship in the household can take place anywhere but 
it is most appropriate at a table: a kitchen table or a 
dining table. As temperatures cool, would this not be a 
good time to create a home altar (left) for daily and 
Sunday worship in the household? The color appointed 
for this season is green. It is always appropriate to have 

a candle burning during household prayer: who among us does not need more of 
the light of Christ in our lives? And this, too: a bowl of water in which one can dip 
one’s fingers and make the sign of the cross over the forehead or heart in renewal 
of one’s baptism into the evergreen life of God. If you have access to a garden or 
evergreen trees, let flowers and branches mark your place of household prayer. 
Anglican spirituality holds that all the senses can disclose God’s presence – not just 
texts for speaking or singing. Do you have incense? Then burn it as you pray, 
letting your prayer rise with the fragrant smoke. Should you have a crucifix, a 
cross, or an image of Christ, let this holy artifact be present to focus your prayer.  
 
If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your 
browser.  
 
 



 
Acclamation 
Make the sign of the cross as you say, 	
 
Blessed (+) be the holy and Triune God. 
And blessed be God’s peaceful kingdom on earth. Amen. 
 
 

 
 
Hymn 
Listen as the National Lutheran Choir sings “O Blessed Spring” by Susan Palo 
Cherwien: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iXZY9qKkozI 
 
O, Blessed Spring where Word and Sign  
Embrace us into Christ the Vine:  
Here Christ enjoins each one to be  
A branch of this life-giving Tree.  
 
Through summer heat of youthful years,  
Uncertain faith, rebellious tears,  
Sustained by Christ's infusing rain,  
The boughs will shout for joy again.  
 
When autumn cools and youth is cold,  
When limbs their heavy harvest hold,  
Then through us, warm, the Christ will move  
With gifts of beauty, wisdom love.  
 
As winter comes, as winters must,  
We breathe our last, return to dust;  
Still held in Christ, our souls take wing  
And trust the promise of the spring.  
 
Christ, Holy Vine, Christ, Living Tree,  
Be praised for this blest mystery:  
That Word and water thus revive  
And join us to Your Tree of Life. 
 
 
 
 
 



Collect 
O merciful God,  
with all creation, we sing your praise.  
You are the vineyard owner 
whose grace is extravagant and unexpected. 
Your loving regard is before, with us, and behind us, 
cultivating good fruit within us  
as we serve both friend and stranger in need.  
Praise be yours, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 
The Word of God for the Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp20_RCL.html 
 
Jonah 3:10-4:11 
 
Psalm 145:1-8 
 
Philippians 1:21-30 
 
Matthew 20:1-16 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the 
usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine 
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You 
also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When 
he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about 
five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, 
‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has 
hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’  
 
“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the 
laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 
first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual 
daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but 
each of them also received the usual daily wage.  



“And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These 
last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne 
the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, 
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily 
wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I 
give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are 
you envious because I am generous?’  
 
“So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
Reflection on God’s vineyard by Photina Rech, OSB 
Photina Rech (1914-1983) was a Benedictine nun who spent much of her life working in 
the library of her home, the German Abbey of the Holy Cross. It was there that she wrote 
her great theology, The Key to the Cosmos: A Symbolism of Creation. 

 
The vineyard is the image of our salvation. Grounded in 
the root of the eternal vine, the people of God rise from 
the earth, embellishing the entire globe. Like the vine, 
they are soon adorned with fresh green raiment and 
budding blossom. They, too, take upon themselves the 
mild yoke. The vintner is almighty God, the vine is 
Christ, and we are the branches, bearing fruit in Christ. 
 
Already now the whole of the Christian life rises to its 
fulfillment in a hidden way. “Hail, vineyard of the 
Lord!” the holy teacher calls out to the church. You 
have been sanctified not only by the blood of a single 
individual like Naboth who died for his beloved 
vineyard (1 Kings 21), but by the blood of countless 

prophets and the blood of the Lord. He fulfilled the model of Naboth: the fire that 
had been prepared for his vines, he extinguished with his own blood. You, 
vineyard of Christ, are planted forever by the death of Christ and many martyrs.  
 
In all the vineyards of the earth God saw – and showed to those who can see – the 
image of our human longing, the sweet fruit of God’s own loving devotion to 
humanity, the bleeding grape that is the incarnate Son who gives himself to the 
world. O the generosity of God that flows from the crushed grape into the cup and 
thus into our lives! 
 
 



The Prayers 
 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior has taught, we are bold to say,  
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
 



Concluding Collect 
Great Keeper of the Vineyard,  
hear our prayers and make us faithful stewards 
of the fragile bounty of this earth 
that future generations may rejoice in the abundance 
of your many gifts. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 

 
Blessing 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 
keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of God’s Son Jesus Christ our Lord: 
and the blessing of almighty God, 
(+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among us and remain with us forever. 
Amen.		

	
 
Thanksgiving at Table 
Use this thanksgiving prayer whenever you have a meal this week, a prayer by  
Wilhelm Löhe –  
 
We give you thanks, heavenly Father, 
for creating all things by your limitless power, 
governing all things by your inexpressible wisdom, 
and feeding and prospering all things by your unfailing goodness. 
Let us, your children, 
at last drink the wine cup of everlasting life, 
which you have promised and prepared for all who love you, 
with your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
 



Notes 
Image: Daniel Ridgeway Knight (1839-1924), “The Summer Grape Harvest”  
Reflection: “On the generous Keeper of the vineyard and women working the 
 vines,” Fr. Samuel Torvend; on sexual harassment in vineyards, see 
 https://aghealth.ucdavis.edu/news/sexual-harassment-napa-vineyards 
Image: Crucifix in the vineyard, open stock 
Opening acclamation: Enriching Our Worship 1 (New York: Church Publishing, 
 1998) 
Hymn Text: Susan Palo Cherwien; Hymn Tune: Robert Buckley Farlee 
Collect: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (Nashville: Consultation on Common 
 Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers)  
Biblical readings: The New Revised Common Lectionary adapted for Episcopal 
 Use, 2006 
Gospel reading: New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible (Washington, DC: 
 The National  Council of Churches, 1989) 
Reflection on the Gospel: Photina Rech, OSB, Wine and Bread, Heinz Kuehn, 
 trans. (Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1998)  
Image: “The Good Use of Wine” or “Christ of the Winepress,” 15th c. German 
Prayers: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Lord’s Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Concluding Prayer: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (Nashville: Consultation 
 on Common Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers)  
Blessing: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Thanksgiving at Table: Wilhelm Löhe, Seed Grains of Prayer: A Manual for 
 Evangelical Christians (Chicago: Wartburg Press, 1914) 
Photograph: Klook photography, n.d. 
  
	
	
	


