Tacoma, Washington
Household Worship
The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 9, 2020
Surviving in the waters of chaos
We find a number of chaotic water images in early Christian settings – Noah and
the great primeval flood and Jesus in the midst of a fierce lake storm. Interpreters of
a more rationalistic viewpoint have attempted to explain away such stories as
nothing more than fiction created by the biblical writers. Those who hold to an
opposing viewpoint insist that such “miraculous” scenes are proof of God’s power
in sending a flood or proof of Jesus’ divinity (ironically something he never claims
for himself in the gospels). Both viewpoints seem to miss the point.
The New Testament scholar Graydon Snyder (1930 – 2016) has argued
convincingly that the stories with chaotic water point to the culture in which the
biblical writers and their religious communities lived. Indeed, for
early Christians, the Roman Empire – their dominant culture –
was no friend to the followers of Jesus. Because they refused to
be patriotic and give their loyalty to the state, because they
honored women and freed slaves as leaders in their
communities, because they rejected a father’s legal right to
murder his newborn offspring, because they welcomed people
from every race and ethnicity through the waters of baptism,
because they refused to engage in the degradation of nature but rather honored the
gifts of creation in their worship – they were viewed with skepticism, intolerance,
and even persecution.
Snyder offers the tantalizing suggestion that the image of
Noah floating in the ark in the midst of threatening waters
(above left) complements the image in today’s gospel – Jesus
walking on chaotic water (left). When asked why Christians
would commission artists to portray such scenes in a
catacomb (Noah) or in a house church (Jesus), Snyder
claimed that the chaos of culture is depicted. Jesus is in the
very midst of it – he does not run away from it – and yet he
is not overwhelmed by it. Indeed, in the Dura house church scene, one can see
Jesus in the lower right extending his hand to Peter: to a flailing Peter, who
represents the early Christian community.
1

What does the image communicate? Where Jesus is, there is hope in the midst of a
culture that seems threatening, chaotic, and capable of drowning people in its
misguided values and actions.
Ring a bell? Are we not dwelling in a rather chaotic culture? The pandemic does
not seem to be abating, due to inept federal leadership and the refusal of many to
abide by the wisdom of medical science. The murder of George Floyd, as well as
many other people of color at the hands of the police, has prompted nation-wide
protests and the demand for significant changes in policing. The importation of
armed and unidentified federal agents who have arrested peaceful protesters
without cause has alarmed many Americans. The number of the unemployed and
those struggling to find food and hold on to housing has ballooned over the past
months. All that feels threatening to many people.
The temptation, then, would be to withdraw into the
protection of one’s home, to see one’s household as
an ark of safety. Maybe so: it makes perfect sense,
doesn’t it? That is, if one were not guided by Jesus
who asks his followers to do what? Love one’s
neighbors as oneself and let that love become
tangible in actions that benefit more than the self.
What did John Lewis, the remarkable civil rights leader, congressman, and Baptist
minister, say: “You need to get in to good trouble” – and do so for the sake of other
people who might be close to drowning. With Jesus, there is hope.
Preparation
We are in the summer season after Pentecost. Worship in the household can take
place anywhere but it is most appropriate at a table: a kitchen table, a dining table,
a table in a garden or under a tree. Take a look at the photograph on the left.
Would summer be a good time to create a home altar for daily and Sunday
worship in the home? The color appointed for this season is green. It is always
appropriate to have a candle burning during household
prayer: who among us does not need more of the light
of Christ in our lives? And this, too: a bowl of water in
which one can dip one’s fingers and make the sign of
the cross over the forehead or heart in renewal of one’s
baptism into the evergreen life of God. If you have
access to a garden or evergreen trees, let flowers and
green branches mark your place of household prayer. Anglican spirituality holds
that all the senses can disclose God’s presence – not just texts for speaking or
singing. Do you have incense? Then burn it as you pray, letting your prayer rise
with the fragrant smoke. Should you have a crucifix, a cross, or an image of Christ,
let this holy artifact be present to focus your prayer.
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If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your
browser.
Opening Acclamation
Blessed be the one (+), holy, and living God.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Collect
Pray this prayer
God of awe and wonder,
your silence burns like ice; your whisper cuts through fear;
we long to hear your faithful word of righteousness and peace.
Bless us with bold conviction even in the darkness of the night
and the assault of life's storms, that we may be messengers of your justice,
in the name of the One whom wind and wave obey.
Amen.
Gloria
Listen to Arvo Pärt’s setting https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q6wEV6CD8k4
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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The Word of God for the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here:
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp14_RCL.html
1 Kings 19:9-18
Psalm 85:8-13
Listen to the Choir of Westminster Abbey London sing Psalm 85
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQuSD_f7Hyw&list=PL8KD6wv_A0SsxnzNYsq
hywQ8qr2IkAH_T&index=152
LORD, thou art become gracious unto thy land; *
Thou hast turned away the captivity of Jacob.
Thou hast forgiven the offence of thy people, *
And covered all their sins.
Thou hast taken away all thy displeasure, *
And turned thyself from thy wrathful indignation.
Turn us then, O God our Savior, *
And let thine anger cease from us.
Wilt thou be displeased at us forever? *
And wilt thou stretch out thy wrath
from one generation to another?
Wilt thou not turn again, and quicken us, *
That thy people may rejoice in thee?
Show us thy mercy, O LORD, *
And grant us thy salvation.
I will hearken what the LORD God will say; *
For he shall speak peace unto his people,
And to his saints, that they turn not again unto foolishness.
For his salvation is nigh them that fear him; *
That glory may dwell in our land.
Mercy and truth are met together: *
Righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
Truth shall flourish out of the earth, *
And righteousness hath looked down from heaven.
Yea, the LORD shall show loving-kindness; *
And our land shall give her increase.
Righteousness shall go before him, *
And shall direct his going in the way.
Romans 10:5-15
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Matthew 14:22-33
Read the gospel slowly and meditatively
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while
he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this
time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was
against them. And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea.
But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It
is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and
said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”
Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.”
He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and
came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened,
and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached
out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you
doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Reflection on the Gospel reading
by the Rev. Wanda Copeland
The Rev. Wanda Copeland is the rector of Trinity Episcopal
Church in Elmira, New York. She has served as chair of the
Episcopal Ecological Network and the Minnesota Episcopal
Environmental Stewardship Commission.

Ancient peoples often had life compartmentalized in
ways that we do not. Different domains had different
gods. The sea had a god; another god controlled the
wind; and another god governed rains and abundant
harvests. One always had to be careful not to offend a
nature god or there would be a price to pay. One of the claims of Jesus is that the
great “I AM” of the Hebrew people was the God over all things. The Hebrews did
not owe allegiance to a plethora of gods, but were free to worship the one God, the
Creator, who presides over all aspects of life. Worship thus took place in the
presence of one’s Creator, one’s Redeemer.
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In the midst of the strong storm on the sea of Galilee, Jesus calls out to his disciples
and reminds them who he is: “It is I.” In other words, he has come in the name of
the great I AM.
Peter says in return, “If it is you, Lord, command me to come to you.” And with
Jesus’ encouragement, he walks on the water. That is, until he sees the wind, until
he experiences the power of the storm. At that moment, he “compartmentalizes”
the great I AM and forgets that this One is with him and for him. Peter thinks, “This
must be the domain of another god.”
Why is it so easy for us to compartmentalize God?
Why do we restrict our faith and find it so difficult
to see the hand of God at work in all around us? In
the midst of chaos, we may well forget that God is
truly in all things and with all things. The good news
is this: the great I AM, present in Jesus, is always for
us and for all beings for all time. But there is more. God has entrusted us with the
gifts of God’s creation so freely given. God has breathed God’s Spirit into our lives.
Would it surprise you to hear that God has confidence you, in each of us? How,
then, will this confidence and the many gifts of God be employed by us in the
world today?
The Prayers
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household
For the church, O God, we pray. Open your word to Christians around the world.
Reveal yourself to us in ways both old and new. Bless our bishops, priests,
deacons, and other church leaders as they face their challenging tasks.
We pray: Turn to us, O God, and hear our prayer.
For musicians and artists, O God, we pray. Inspire your servants in their faithfulness
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and their ability to create lyric, tune, image, artifact,
and vesture that offer visions of your compassionate and just reign in human life.
We pray: Turn to us, O God, and hear our prayer.
For your good earth, O God, we pray. Give to plants and animals the water and
land they need. Frustrate the designs of those who would abuse the air, water, and
soil that nourish life. Guide us to serve you as healing stewards of your creation.
We pray: Turn to us, O God, and hear our prayer.
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For the nations, O God, we pray. Direct public leaders to build trust with their
people and to resist the path of violence. Stifle the lust for conquest and wealth.
Cleanse us of racist attitudes and policies. Lead our public servants to speak with
honesty, to strive for justice, and to alleviate the suffering of many in our nation.
We pray: Turn to us, O God, and hear our prayer.
For all who despair, O God, we pray. Heal the sick. Feed the hungry. House the
homeless and the refugee. Comfort those afflicted with the coronavirus and
strengthen people living with anxiety. Bless the efforts of scientists and researchers,
especially those seeking a vaccine.
We pray: Turn to us, O God, and hear our prayer.
For those near death and our beloved dead, O God, we pray. [Speak their names
aloud]. Console the dying and the grieving with the promise of your never-failing
presence. Enlighten us with the light of the resurrection.
We pray: Turn to us, O God, and hear our prayer.
In the communion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Matthew, St. Lawrence, and all
the saints, we commend our lives, the lives of those we love, and the lives of all
those who suffer throughout our land and world to your great mercy.
We pray: Turn to us, O God, and hear our prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer
Jesus, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be your Name,
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.
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Concluding Collect
Merciful God,
visit your people
and pour out your strength and courage upon us,
that we may hurry to make you welcome
not only in our concern for others,
but by serving them
generously and faithfully in your name.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, forever and ever.
Amen.
Blessing
The (+) Wisdom of God,
the Love of God,
and the Grace of God
strengthen us to be Christ’s hands and heart in the world.
Amen.
Offering
During this time apart, there are many ways to continue to give your gifts to our
shared work at Christ Church: send your weekly or monthly check to the parish
office; use online giving at https://christchurchtacoma.org/giving/; make a gift to
the Rector’s Discretionary Fund – used for those who have emergency needs.
Giving thanks at table
Use this thanksgiving whenever you are at table for breakfast, lunch, or dinner.
Come, Lord Jesus, our guest to be
and bless these gifts bestowed by thee.
And bless our loved ones everywhere
and keep them in thy loving care.
Amen.
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images, see Graydon Snyder, Inculturation of the Jesus Tradition: The Impact
of the Jesus on Jewish and Roman Cultures (Harrisburg: Trinity Press
International, 1999)
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Collect: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers, Nashville: Consultation on Common
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Use, 2006
Psalm 85: The Westminster Abbey Choir conducted by Martin Neary, with organist
Andrew Lumsden, 1995
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The National Council of Churches, 1989
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on Common Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers
Blessing: Enriching Our Worship 1 (New York: Church Publishing, 1998)
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