Tacoma, Washington
Household Worship
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
August 2, 2020
With the Empire, death – with Jesus, life
The Gospel of Mark holds the earliest reference to the feeding of a great crowd in a
deserted place (Mark 6:30-44). The evangelist alludes to the feeding of the
Hebrews in the wilderness through Moses (Exodus 16 and Numbers 11) as well as
the feeding of Elijah in a time of famine (1 Kings 4). In composing his gospel some
20-30 years after Mark’s, Matthew relied on the earliest gospel. Yet before the story
of Jesus’ wilderness feeding, Mark and Matthew place the gruesome narration of
Herod’s execution of John the Baptizer whose severed head is served on a platter at
the ruler’s birthday banquet (Matthew 14:1-12). It is good to remember that in this
story, Herod represents the violence and injustice of the Roman Empire, but also
any empire in which the many serve the interests and wealth of the few. Herod
arises anew in any leader who abuses his or her people, any leader incapable of
receiving criticism without becoming defensive and attacking those who do not
agree with their plans, their rule, their control. The intention of Mark and Matthew
is to place the story of empire’s lust for wealth and any leader’s hunger to control
next to the story of God’s kingdom present in Jesus.
Casual readers have tried to “explain” the feeding
of more than 5,000 people with only five loaves
of bread and two fish: the people had food hidden
away in their pockets; the people were prompted
by Jesus to share what food they already had with
each other; the meager bread and fish were
symbolic of what was already present. All of these
“explanations” emerged out of the conviction that
God in Jesus could not possibly feed so many
people with so little. “No miracle here; just look
for a ‘common sense’ explanation.”
Those who support a miraculous intervention (“Jesus’ ability to feed so many is
proof of his divinity”) and those who support what seems to be a “logical”
explanation miss the point. Mark and Matthew have placed the story of a banquet
filled with death next to a wilderness feeding filled with life.
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And what is their point? In the kingdoms of this world, the wealthy few (individuals
or nations or corporations) usually do little to ensure a just and equitable sharing of
God’s abundant supply of food and drink for everyone. In fact, the powerful few
seek to gain even more wealth and power by ensuring a permanent class of the
working poor continues to provide the labor to increase their wealth. What did
Helen Keller say? “It is hard to interest those who have everything in those who
have nothing.”
In the kingdom of God, however,
there is more than enough food
and life. Where God is in Jesus,
there is to be an equitable sharing
of all things that make life itself
possible – food, but also shelter,
clothing, and medicine.
In that remarkable project, The
Saint John’s Bible, this story of the
feeding of a great crowd is set next
to an illumination in which fish
and loaves and fragments of loaves
and bread baskets cascade over
the pages and around the handwritten text. The very abundance
of the many images draws the
viewer into the abundance of the
story. And yet this rightfully
extravagant illumination is subtly
marred by solid, dark blue
rectangles, obstacles that interrupt
the flow of bread and fish off the
page into the world. What is it that
halts the flow of more than sufficient food for all who dwell on earth? Is it not
human greed that obstructs God’s feeding of all creatures? Is it silent indifference,
inaction, and an unwillingness to reform the economy of this world?
In God’s economy, fish and bread and life flow freely so that all might give thanks
for God’s grace. Christians thus live in two competing and conflicted visions of life
on earth. In the midst of growing unemployment and surging food insecurity,
which one shall we support?
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Preparation

We have entered into the summer season after Pentecost. Worship in the
household can take place anywhere but it is most appropriate at a table: a kitchen
table, a dining table, a table in a garden or under a tree. Take a look at the
photograph above. Would summer be a good time to create a home altar for daily
and Sunday worship in the home? The color appointed for this season is green. It is
always appropriate to have a candle burning during household prayer: who among
us does not need more of the light of Christ in our lives? And this, too: a bowl of
water in which one can dip one’s fingers and make the sign of the cross over the
forehead or heart in renewal of one’s baptism into the evergreen life of God. If you
have access to a garden or evergreen trees, let flowers and green branches mark
your place of household prayer. Anglican spirituality holds that all the senses can
disclose God’s presence – not just texts for speaking or singing. Do you have
incense? Then burn it as you pray, letting your prayer rise with the fragrant smoke.
Should you have a crucifix, a cross, or an image of Christ, let this holy artifact be
present to focus your prayer.
If possible, would this not be a good day to enjoy a meal of bread and fish?
If possible, would this not be a good day to support Emergency Food Network of
Pierce County in their heroic effort to supply food to the many who are in need of
“daily bread”? Contact them at https://www.efoodnet.org/
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If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your
browser.

Centering
Make the sign of the cross and say,
Blessed be the one (+), holy, and living God.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

The Gloria in excelsis
Listen to the assembly and monks of the ecumenical monastery of Taizé, France
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BI7aNBM7NiI
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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Collect
Pray this prayer
Glorious God,
your generosity floods the world with goodness
and you shower creation with abundance.
Awaken in us a hunger for food to satisfy both body and heart,
that in the miracle of being fed
we may be empowered to feed the hungry in Jesus’ name,
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, now and forever.
Amen.
The Word of God for the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here:
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp13_RCL.html
Isaiah 55:1-5
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
Follow the English text here as the Ensemble Hilarion sings the psalm in French
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DwhEpEIRNHU
The Lord is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
The Lord is good to all,
whose compassion is over all that is made.
The eyes of all look to you,
and you give them their food in due season.
You open wide your hand,
satisfying the desire of every living thing.
The Lord is just in every way,
and kind in every deed.
The Lord is near to all who call,
to all who call in truth.
Romans 9:1-5
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Matthew 14:13-21
Read the gospel slowly and meditatively
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds
heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw
a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was
evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour
is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy
food for themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them
something to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two
fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.”
Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the
two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them
to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were
filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full.
And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

A meditation on the Gospel reading by David Beckmann
The Rev. David Beckmann served as president of Bread for
the World from 1991 to 2020. With its headquarters in
Washington, D.C., Bread for the World is a collective
Christian voice urging our nation’s decision makers to end
hunger at home and abroad.

I've never met a Christian of any stripe who does not understand that Christians
need to do what we can to feed hungry people. The story of Jesus feeding the
hungry crowd is repeated five times in the four gospels. Christians experience Jesus
as the bread of life. Through Jesus Christ, God fills our lives with purpose. The
experience of God’s grace in Jesus Christ – God’s embrace in Christ – then moves
us to reach out to others, to share our bread with them.
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The truth is a lot of people need bread; they lack the basic necessities of life. In our
own country, one in four children now lives in a household that runs out of
food. In poorer countries around the world, one billion people are hungry in the
most literal sense. These people can’t afford enough rice or wheat to make their
bodies work properly. Their children, weakened by hunger, die in large numbers.
I think the most important thing to know about hunger is that it is not hopeless. In
fact, the world has been making progress against hunger, poverty, and disease. In
the 1970s, about a third of the people in developing countries were hungry. Even
after the Great Recession, about a fifth of the people in developing countries are
now hungry. From one third in the 1970s to one fifth: that’s a dramatic change for
the better.
I have come to see this as a great exodus in our time. It’s like the biblical exodus,
but on an even larger scale, a much larger scale. This is God moving in our time.
Those of us who can see that people all over the world are escaping from hunger
should give thanks to God.
If the governments of the world have concluded that it’s feasible to cut hunger and
poverty, do we think that God hasn't noticed?

Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household
The Prayers
Let us pray for the Church, here and throughout the earth,
For its mission as an instrument of Christ’s reconciling presence in the world.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
Let us pray for Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Gregory, our Bishop,
for all other ministers, and for the holy people of God.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
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Let us pray for those who doubt the presence of God in this troubled time,
and for those whose questions have gone unanswered in Christian churches.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
Let us pray for the growth of peace in the world, for a spirit of respect and
forbearance among nations and people, and for those who govern.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
Let us pray for our nation as we look for strong and compassionate leadership in
this time of pandemic and economic disarray.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
Let us pray for the preservation of God’s good creation in the face of its increasing
abuse and destruction.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
Let us pray for the poor and the many unemployed who have little food and drink
and for the generous agencies and volunteers who work tirelessly to feed them.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
Let us pray for those among us who suffer the heavy burden of racist rhetoric and
violence to their God-given dignity. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
Let us pray for the sick, those infected with this deathly virus, those who are near
death, and the many who labor to relieve their sufferings.
Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
Let us pray for all who have died in the communion of your Church, and
those whose faith is known to you alone, for their rest where there is no pain or
grief but only joy in your presence. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
Your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Concluding Collect
Holy One,
hear our prayers and make us faithful stewards
of the fragile bounty of this earth
so that our sisters and brothers
and generations to come
will rejoice in your generosity.
We ask this in the Name of Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Offering
During this time apart, there are many ways to continue to give your gifts to our
shared work at Christ Church: send your weekly or monthly check to the parish
office; use online giving at https://christchurchtacoma.org/giving/; make a gift to
the Rector’s Discretionary Fund – used for those who have emergency needs.
Blessing
Make the sign of the cross as you say
The (+) Wisdom of God,
the Love of God,
and the Grace of God
strengthen us to be Christ’s hands and heart in the world.
Amen.
Giving thanks at table
Use this thanksgiving whenever you are at table for breakfast, lunch, or dinner.
The eyes of all look to you, O God,
and you give them their food in due season.
You open wide your hand
and satisfy the hunger of every living thing.
Bless these gifts, O God,
and us to your service,
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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