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TACOMA, WASHINGTON 
 

HOUSEHOLD WORSHIP 
The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  

July 26, 2020 
 
Why is Jesus promoting unholy leaven?  
It would seem that mixing yeast into a bushel of flour would be a good thing, 
wouldn’t it? There would be more bread for everyone. Well, except for this trio of 
biblical vignettes: the bread cakes prepared by Abraham were unleavened; and the 
offerings in the new temple were unleavened – no yeast! The celebration of 
Passover marks the removal of all yeast from the home and the Passover bread itself 
is unleavened. In other words, what was thought to be holy bread is yeast-free; 
what is profane, less than sacred, is yeasty. Why, then, does Jesus endorse yeasty 
bread as an image of the kingdom?  
 
But then the parable becomes more complicated when we recall a vision seen by 
the prophet Zechariah: “The angel of the Lord showed me a basket with a heavy 
cover and once the cover was lifted, there I saw a woman sitting in three measures 
of flour. ‘This is Wickedness,’ said the attending angel,” pointing to the woman in 
the flour – for the woman in this vision was the god of war and destruction 

worshipped in the imperial kingdom of Babylon, 
that kingdom in which might always made right 
(Zechariah 5:5-11). 
  
To his listeners, Jesus’ claim that the kingdom of 
heaven is like unholy yeast a woman mixes into 
three measures of flour would seem utterly wrong. 

Why would he compare the holiness of the kingdom of heaven to what would be 
perceived as unworthy of God? Would his listeners not be confused or offended by 
this parable? Or is it this: that he intends to shock his listeners into unexpected 
awareness? Consider the actor in the parable, a woman. Did he not know and do 
we not know that in the history of the kingdoms of this world, in which some 
imagine they are always superior to others, a woman was viewed and continues to 
be viewed by many as dependent on a man, and if she rebels against her 
dependency and his control, should she not be pushed into submission, locked 
away, as it were, in a basket filled with flour? And yet here, with Jesus, she 
becomes nothing less than the agent and icon of the kingdom of heaven, an utter 
reversal of her status in the kingdoms of this world.  
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It would seem that in the kingdom of heaven proclaimed by Jesus, what we may 
take for granted and accept out of custom just might be turned upside down – 
turned upside down. Why so? For this terrible reason: the human tendency to erect 
borders between insiders and outsiders, holy and unholy, is always present among 
us and around us; the tendency to imagine that one is at least a-little-bit-better than 
others is always present as can be seen in the practices that keep others out with 
barriers of human creation: the gated communities; the excluding country clubs; 
the continued though illegal redlining of neighborhoods; the gerrymandering of 
congressional districts; the attempts to suppress voter registration; the 
discrimination directed at racial and sexual minorities – and at women. 
 
Does this parable not point to Jesus who chooses to share life, to share leavened, 
profane bread with those who are wrongly perceived to be as unclean as yeast? 
Does he not choose to share life with all of us, all of us who in one way or another 
are “unclean” because of the impulse to see ourselves as just a little bit better than 
others? And does he not do this as a compassionate equal? For it would seem that 
with Jesus there are no outsiders, no inferiors who need to be walled off, redlined, 
excluded, or suppressed. In his kingdom, there is only the sharing of bread and life 
with anyone who is hungry for God and God’s gift of life. 
 
Preparation 
We have entered into the summer season after Pentecost. Worship in the 
household can take place anywhere but it is most appropriate at a table: a kitchen 
table, a dining table, a table in a garden or under a tree. Take a look at the 
photograph. Would summer be a good time to create a home altar for daily and 
Sunday worship in the home? The color appointed for this season is green.  
 

It is always appropriate to have a candle 
burning during household prayer: who 
among us does not need more of the light 
of Christ in our lives? And this, too: a 
bowl of water in which one can dip 
one’s fingers and make the sign of the 
cross over the forehead or heart in 
renewal of one’s baptism into the 
evergreen life of God. If you have access 
to a garden or evergreen trees, let flowers 
and green branches mark your place of 

household prayer. Anglican spirituality holds that all the senses can disclose God’s 
presence – not just texts for speaking or singing. Do you have incense? Then burn it 
as you pray, letting your prayer rise with the fragrant smoke. Should you have a 
crucifix, a cross, or an icon, let this holy artifact be present to focus your prayer.  
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If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your 
browser.  
 

 
Centering 	
Make the sign of the cross and say, 
Blessed be the one (+), holy, and living God. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

 
The Trisagion  
Listen to the sublime chanting of this ancient Byzantine hymn (The Book of 
Common Prayer 1979, 356): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hamZsY0qy3g 
 

 
 
Hágios ho Theós,  
Hágios aischyrós,  
Hágios athánatos,  
eléēson hēmâs 
 
Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Immortal One, 
Have mercy on us.  
 

 
Collect 
Pray this prayer 
O sovereign God, 
in Jesus Christ you set your holy reign upon this earth 
and within your people. 
So let its coming be like the mustard seed 
that grows into greatness, 
and like the leaven 
that mixes with the grain 
until the whole becomes greater, 
to the praise of the triune God, 
who lives forevermore. Amen 
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The Word of God for the Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp12_RCL.html 
 
1 Kings 3:5-12 
 
Psalm 119:129-136 
 
Romans 8:26-39 
 
Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 
Read the gospel aloud, slowly, meditatively. 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the 
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 
 

 
He told them another parable: “The kingdom 
of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed in with three measures of flour until all 
of it was leavened. 
 
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure 
hidden in a field, which someone found and 
hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that 
he has and buys that field. 
 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding 
one pearl of great value, he went and sold all 
that he had and bought it. 
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“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 
caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put 
the good into baskets but threw out the bad.  
 
“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
A meditation on the Gospel reading by Maximus the Confessor 
Maximus the Confessor (580-662) was a monastic theologian. He defended the teaching 
that the Word of God, Jesus Christ, was possessed of a human and a divine will united in 
his one person. The emperor rejected his defense and ordered his tongue and hand cut off. 
Yet the dictated writings of Maximus endured long after his critics were dead.  
 
As the leaven, when it is to be mixed in a heap of dough, is broken up and crushed 
into little pieces, and sprinkled through the mass of dough until it is itself lost, in 
order to so bind together the many scattered grains by its vigor, making this unity a 
potent whole, so the Lord Jesus Christ, since he is the leaven of the whole world, 
was broken into manifold torments, was wounded and pierced, and his sap, which 
is his precious blood, poured out for our salvation, so that mingling with him all 
humankind would be made into one body. 
 
So as to a leaven, we cling to him, we who before were but individual grains. We 
who before were scattered and broken in pieces, have by the power of his passion 
been kneaded into the body of Christ.  
 

The woman who is said to hide the leaven in 
the flour, who is she but the holy church, 
which each day strives to secure the teaching 
of Christ deep within our hearts? She is the 
woman who in another place is said to be 
grinding the mill. For the holy church grinds 
the mill through her law, through her apostles, 
through her prophets, when she makes new 
Christians. 

 
The whole passion of Christ is a leaven. And the leaven is the symbol of our 
salvation. Without this symbol, this leaven, no one can merit the substance of life 
eternal. 
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Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need 
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household  
 
For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of 
our souls, let us pray to the Lord: 
Turn to us and be gracious, O God. 
 
For our bishop, clergy, ministers, and all the people of God, let us pray to the Lord: 
Turn to us and be gracious, O God. 
 
For the peace of the world, for truth and reconciliation in our nation, and for an 
end to hateful speech and action, let us pray to the Lord: 
Turn to us and be gracious, O God. 
 
For our country, the leaders of nations, and all in authority, that God’s justice and 
peace might flourish among us, let us pray to the Lord: 
Turn to us and be gracious, O God. 
 
For the good earth that God has given into our care, let us pray to the Lord:  
Turn to us and be gracious, O God. 
 
For those who suffer with illness, those infected by the coronavirus, and for all who 
serve them at risk to their own lives, let us pray to the Lord: 
Turn to us and be gracious, O God. 
 
For those who are challenged by isolation, loss of employment, food insecurity, 
lack of healthcare, and homelessness, let us pray to the Lord: 
Turn to us and be gracious, O God. 
 
For deliverance from global pandemic, from all danger, violence, oppression, and 
degradation, let us pray to the Lord: 
Turn to us and be gracious, O God. 
  
For all who have (+) died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, 
let us pray to the Lord: 
Turn to us and be gracious, O God. 
 
In the communion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Matthew, St. Maximus, and all 
the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to the Lord:  
Turn to us and be gracious, O God. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Remember us in your kingdom, O Christ, and teach us to pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Concluding Collect 
Hear our prayers, God of power, 
and through the ministry of your Son 
free us from the grip of the tomb, 
that we may desire you as the fullness of life 
and proclaim your saving deeds to all the world.  
Amen. 
 
Offering 
During this time apart, there are many ways to continue to give your gifts to our 
shared work at Christ Church: send your weekly or monthly check to the parish 
office; use online giving at https://christchurchtacoma.org/giving/; make a gift to 
the Rector’s Discretionary Fund – used for those who have emergency needs.  
 
Blessing 
Make the sign of the cross as you say  

 
The (+) Wisdom of God, 
the Love of God,  
and the Grace of God 
strengthen us to be Christ’s hands and heart  
in the world. 
Amen.  
 

 
Giving thanks at table follows  
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Giving thanks at table  
Use this thanksgiving whenever you are at table for breakfast, lunch, or dinner. 
 
We thank you, O Christ our God,  
That You offer us Your earthly gifts. 
Deprive us not of Your Kingdom, 
But as You came among Your disciples,  
O Savior, and gave them peace, come to us and save us. 
 
O Mother of God, 
O Nourisher of all,  
We praise You –  
You who are more honorable than the Cherubim,  
And more glorious than the Seraphim,  
Who gave birth to the Word of God, our daily Bread.  
 
You have given gladness to our hearts.  
You alone, O Lord, make us dwell in hope.  
Amen.  
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Notes 
Introduction: “Why is Jesus promoting unholy leaven?” Fr. Samuel Torvend, with 
 thanks to Gordon Lathrop and John Pilch for insights on leaven  
Image: Jean-Francois Millet, “Peasant woman firing her bread dough,” 1854  
Image: Eastern Orthodox home altar 
Image: Byzantine cross, n.d. 
Opening acclamation: Enriching Our Worship 1 (New York: Church Publishing, 
 1998) 
Trisagion: Sirin Choir of Moscow, directed by Andrey Kotov  
Collect: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers, Nashville: Consultation on Common 
 Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers  
Biblical readings: The New Revised Common Lectionary adapted for Episcopal 
 Use, 2006 
Gospel reading: New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible, Washington, DC: 
 The National  Council of Churches, 1989 
Image: Icon, “Planting Seeds of the Kingdom,” Holy Cross Orthodox Church, 
 Cliffwood, New Jersey  
Meditation on the Gospel: Maximus the Confessor, “Homily on the Parable of 
 Leaven,” in Gail Ramshaw, Richer Fare: Reflections on the Sunday Readings 
 (New  York: Pueblo, 1990)  
Image: Eastern Orthodox prosphora, leavened eucharistic bread 
Prayers: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979  
The Lord’s Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
Concluding Prayer: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers, Nashville: Consultation 
 on Common Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers  
Blessing: Enriching Our Worship 1 (New York: Church Publishing, 1998) 
Thanksgiving at Table: The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America  
Image: “Christ feeding the multitudes,” Coptic icon, n.d. 	
	
	


