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Burn them or love them?
In this time of political and social divisiveness, it is easy to castigate those who do
not share one’s vision of life and the values that flow from such a vision. The
rhetoric that is broadcast through various media abounds with vilification and
contempt: it seems that many individuals and social or political groups are capable
of expressing vitriol and malice. We hear it from those who claim to be
“progressive,” “liberal,” “traditional,” “conservative,” “libertarian,” “radical,” and
those who are just plain angry with everybody else. Indeed, the Internet has made
it possible for people who would normally murmur or remain silent to scream,
defame, attack, and demonize with the click of a key. We now hear reports of
bullying in elementary school that does not let up … until when?
This is not to suggest that political and
social division is unwarranted. Different
visions of life collide with each other and
frequently at stake are the life, health, and
wholeness of individuals and entire groups
of people. What we face now, however, is
the apparent impossibility of honest
conversation in the midst of disagreement
and division, what someone once called
“speaking the truth … in love” (Ephesians
4:15). Indeed, the rhetoric of denigration can be heard in the church as well: “If
you do not share my vision of where we should focus our energies, I want little to
do with you. I cancel you out. I dismiss you.”
If read with naïve literalism, always a temptation if not a regular practice in the
church, the gospel reading for this day would seem to support the castigation and
denunciation of those who do not agree with one’s vision, value, or mission. It is
not difficult to imagine that “my concern” or “my passion” is firmly embedded with
the children of the kingdom and they who do not understand or who disagree are
nothing more than children of evil. Yes, let them burn.
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Perhaps what might be forgotten in the passion of promoting one’s righteous cause
is that few will join it if the rhetoric of dismissiveness and castigation are its only
song. It is not that difficult to divide the world into pure and impure, good and evil:
every nefarious politician knows how to do this in order to provoke fear as a
primary cause for hating and defeating the other. What may well be forgotten is
that Jesus seems to be with those who are considered “impure” by those who claim
to be the “purest” supporters of his mission. Easy it is to go after the supposed sins
of others – and become blind to the possibility that one could be creating a new
caste system of those who are “in” and those who are “out.”
“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no
attention to the plank in your own eye?”
One wonders: does my passion, your passion, our passion have the power to
obscure from sight this salient truth – that we are asked by the Wounded One to
speak our truth – yes, speak the truth – in love and, if you can imagine it, to love
our enemies?
Preparation
We have entered into the summer season after Pentecost. Worship in the
household can take place anywhere but it is most appropriate at a table: a kitchen
table, a dining table, a table in a garden or under a
tree. Take a look at the photograph. Would summer
be a good time to create a home altar for daily and
Sunday worship in the home? The color appointed
for this season is green. It is always appropriate to
have a candle burning during household prayer:
who among us does not need more of the light of
Christ in our lives? And this, too: a bowl of water in
which one can dip one’s fingers and make the sign
of the cross over the forehead or heart in renewal of
one’s baptism into the evergreen life of God. If you
have access to a garden or evergreen trees, let
flowers and green branches mark your place of
household prayer. Anglican spirituality holds that all
the senses can disclose God’s presence – not just
texts for speaking or singing. Do you have incense? Then burn it as you pray,
letting your prayer rise with the fragrant smoke. Should you have a crucifix, a
cross, or an image of Christ, let this holy artifact be present to focus your prayer.
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If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your
browser.

Centering
Make the sign of the cross and say,
Blessed be the one (+), holy, and living God.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

The Gloria in excelsis
Listen to this simple and beautiful chanting of the Glory to God
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TKHRMlEt30s

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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Collect
Pray this prayer
Steadfast God,
teach us your way and your truth.
Root us in you alone,
and help us to grow in grace and love,
that we may fulfill our work in the reign of Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever.
Amen.
The Word of God for the Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here:
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp11_RCL.html
Isaiah 44:6-8
Psalm 86:11-17
Watch and listen to this simple flute, violin, and piano accompaniment to verses
11-12 of the psalm at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKt5h1aPJGA
Romans 8:12-25
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Read the gospel aloud, slowly, meditatively.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus put before the crowd another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was
asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away.
So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And
the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good
seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An
enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and
gather them?’
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“But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along
with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I
will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned,
but gather the wheat into my barn.’”
Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached
him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered,
“The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the
good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil
one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age,
and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire,
so will it be at the end of the age.
“The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all
causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
A meditation on the Gospel reading by Elisabeth Johnson
Elisabeth Johnson is a Lutheran pastor and professor of New Testament at the Lutheran
Institute of Theology in Cameroon. She holds the Ph.D. in New Testament Studies from
Princeton University.

We may find the dualism of this text troubling. It seems that there are two groups of
people in the world – children of the kingdom and children of the evil one, wheat
and weeds –and that their destinies are fixed from the beginning. Jesus says that at
the end of the age, the angels will “collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin
(skandala) and all evildoers, and will throw them into the furnace of fire” (13:41).
Elsewhere Jesus warns those who put a stumbling block (skandalon) before any of
the ”little ones” that it would be better for them to have a millstone put around
their neck and to be drowned in the sea (18:6-7). Similarly he warns that if your
hand or foot or eye causes you to sin (skandalizo), it is better to cut it off or
pluck it out and enter life blind or maimed, than to be thrown into the “hell of fire”
(18:8-9).
This is hyperbolic language, of course, meant to jar us into recognizing the
seriousness of anything that leads others or us into sin. It seems to suggest that
a skandalon may be something within a person rather than the whole person. We
know that it is not really our hand or foot or eye that causes us to sin. Sin comes
from the human heart (15:18-20), which in Greek refers to the inner self, the mind
and will. No human is able to pluck out the inner self.
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Perhaps when Jesus says that the angels will collect all skandala to burn in the fire,
he means that everything within us that causes sin will be burned away. It doesn't
quite fit the logic of the parable, which seems to be talking about two groups of
people and speaks of throwing all evildoers into the furnace of fire. Yet it seems
congruent with other texts in Matthew about stumbling blocks.
So perhaps we should not press the logic of the parable too literally. In the world
we know, weeds do not become wheat. Yet Matthew’s story holds out hope even
for those who stumble -- yes, even for the one whom Jesus calls a stumbling block!
Perhaps there were some overzealous
“weeders” in Matthew’s assembly who
wanted to purify the community by rooting
out the bad seed. This seems to be a
temptation for followers of Jesus in every
age. We whip ourselves into a weeding
frenzy, certain that we know the difference
between weeds and wheat, and that we
know how to deal with the weeds.
Jesus’ parable makes clear that any attempt
to root out the weeds will only do more
damage to the crop. This has played out far
too many times in congregations and denominations, with some determined to root
out anyone who does not agree with the “right” interpretation of Scripture,
liturgical practice, or stand on a particular issue. There are also those who
pronounce judgment on people outside the church – on people of other faiths, for
instance – declaring them to be destined for eternal damnation. Whether judgment
is focused within the church or without, it does serious damage to the church and
its mission.
Jesus makes clear that we simply cannot be certain who is “in” or who is “out.” In
fact, God’s judgment about these matters will take many by surprise. Thank God it
is not up to us! We can leave the weeding to the angels, and get on with the
mission Jesus has given us – proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God
drawing near.
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Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household
Let us pray for Christ’s people throughout the world; for our presiding bishop
Michael, our bishop Gregory; for all who minister in the Name of Christ; and for
the whole people of God. Silence
Merciful God: hear our prayer.
Let us pray for peace; for goodwill and cooperation among nations; for the wellbeing of earth’s people; and for all who strive for justice and peace. Silence
Merciful God: hear our prayer.
Let us pray for enlightened leadership in this time of pandemic; for policies and
practices guided by sound medical wisdom; and for the good will to persist in lifesaving restrictions. Silence
Merciful God: hear our prayer.
Let us pray for the many who struggle with illness, poverty, unemployment, loss of
homes, lack of healthcare, and little food and drink; for those in any need or
trouble at this time; and for the will to serve our neighbors. Silence
Merciful God: hear our prayer.
Let us pray for those who, at risk to their lives, serve the common good in
ambulances, grocery stores, hospitals, medical clinics, and pharmacies; for fire
fighters, police officers, home caregivers, and social workers. Silence
Merciful God: hear our prayer.
Let us pray for the faithful departed (speak their names aloud); and all who grieve
the death/s of family members or friends. Silence
Merciful God: hear our prayer.
Let us praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored
by the loving care of parents for their children. Silence
Merciful God: hear our prayer.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
Your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Concluding Collect
Great sower of the seed of life,
may your Spirit move us to praise your gracious will,
for in Christ Jesus you have saved us from the deeds of death
and opened for us the hidden ways of your love.
We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever.
Amen.
Offering
During this time apart, there are many ways to continue to give your gifts to our
shared work at Christ Church: send your weekly or monthly check to the parish
office; use online giving at https://christchurchtacoma.org/giving/; make a gift to
the Rector’s Discretionary Fund – used for those who have emergency needs.
Blessing
Make the sign of the cross as you say
The (+) Wisdom of God,
the Love of God,
and the Grace of God
strengthen us to be Christ’s hands and heart
in the world.
Amen.

Giving thanks at table follows
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Giving thanks at table
Use this thanksgiving whenever you are at table for breakfast, lunch, or dinner.
We give you thanks, great Creator of heaven and earth:
The food and drink before us
have been blessed by your sun, earth, and rain.
We give you thanks, great Gardener:
for the hidden gifts of life in this food,
for the abundance of your creation,
and for your desire to nourish all living things.
Open our ears and eyes
to hear and see those among us who have little to eat
and give us the will to ensure
a just sharing of your many gifts.
Blessed are you, great Lover of heaven and earth:
From your provident hand flows life and goodness.
Amen.
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Image: “Two men yelling,” stock photograph, n.d.
Image: DIY Home Altars at http://www.diy-stress-relief.com/home-altars.html
Image: Ethiopian cross, n.d.
Opening acclamation: Enriching Our Worship 1 (New York: Church Publishing,
1998)
Glory to God in the highest: Text from The Book of Common Prayer 1979; chant
melody and text from The Saint Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal, 2017
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