
	   1	  

 
 
 

TACOMA, WASHINGTON 
 

HOUSEHOLD WORSHIP 
The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost  

July 12, 2020 
 
 
The river of God is full of water  
The psalm appointed for this day draws our attention to the creative power and 
presence of the Triune God: “You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make 
it very plenteous; the river of God is full of water” (Psalm 65:9). We hear of this 
river again in the last book of the Christian Bible: “The angel showed me the river 
of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb” (Revelation 22:1). It would seem that in the Reign of God, there is ample, 
clear, and clean water for all creatures: human and other than human. 
 
Well, if only that were so. With the publication of her bombshell of a book, Silent 
Spring, Rachel Carlson alerted the nation and the world to human-made pollution 
that was seeping into agricultural fields, aquifers, rivers, and the oceans. Her 
findings were met with denials from the chemical industry in the U.S. but also 
increasing governmental regulation of industrial polluters. And yet the pollution of 
water sources and crop fields has not stopped and, indeed, under the current 
federal administration, the move to deregulate restrictions that protect waters and 
fields has surged, leaving Americans with few agencies to protect their health and 
the well-being of other creatures. 

 
 What this brings to mind is the relationship 
between environmental injustice (the willful 
destruction of God’s earthy gifts for the sake of 
profit) and racial injustice (the willful 
discrimination and degradation of minority 
people, created in the image of God, for the sake 
of white privilege). For those among us who 
hold that the Triune God speaks to us through 

the inspired poetry of the psalms, it would seem incongruous if not hypocritical to 
praise God for the ever-flowing gift of fresh, clean water and remain silent as 
children in minority communities and in impoverished towns and regions of the 
nation are forced to live with the possibility of their skin falling off and hair falling 
out because of polluted water. 
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In the Book of Revelation, we hear of the heavenly Jerusalem coming to this earth – 
we do not hear of Christians escaping this world for a cleaner and better “spiritual” 
one elsewhere. The Seer of Patmos writes, “The home of God is among mortals 
with whom God will dwell. They will be God’s people and God will be with them, 
wiping away every tear from their eyes” (Revelation 21:3-4). Is this mere fantasy, 
the kind of language that pragmatic people step around?  
 

Or, is it a vision of what the Holy 
Three intends for this earth: a 
household in which life-giving water 
is available and free to anyone who is 
thirsty: not privatized, not sold for top 
dollar, not polluted in communities 
with little political voice? Is it a vision 
in which God is wiping away the tears 
of all those who suffer abuse from 
human negligence and discrimination, 
wiping away tears with our hands, we 

who have been washed into Christ’s life in the living waters of the font? We are 
accustomed to making the sign of the cross on our foreheads or over our hearts 
with the blessed water of the font. In this time of social isolation, we do well to ask 
God’s blessing on a bowl of water in our homes and continue to make that same 
sign over ourselves – but in doing so, to keep this in mind: it is a sign of our being 
drawn into the Reign of God embodied in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
– he who gives fresh water to the thirsty – and our commitment to act, vote, and 
press for the clean and fresh water upon which all life is dependent.  
 
Preparation 
We have entered into the summer season after Pentecost. Worship in the 
household can take place anywhere but it is most appropriate at a table: a kitchen 
table, a dining table, a table in a garden or under a tree. Take a look at the 
photograph above. Would summer be a good time to create a home altar for daily 
and Sunday worship in the home? The color appointed for this season is green. It is 
always appropriate to have a candle burning during household prayer: who among 
us does not need more of the light of Christ in our lives? And this, too: a bowl of 
water in which one can dip one’s fingers and make the sign of the cross over the 
forehead or heart in renewal of one’s baptism into the evergreen life of God. If you 
have access to a garden or evergreen trees, let flowers and green branches mark 
your place of household prayer. Anglican spirituality holds that all the senses can 
disclose God’s presence – not just texts for speaking or singing. Do you have 
incense? Then burn it as you pray, letting your prayer rise with the fragrant smoke. 
Should you have a crucifix, a cross, or an image of Christ, let this holy artifact be 
present to focus your prayer.  
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If a link in this service is not live on your device, copy it and paste it into your 
browser.  
 

Centering 	  
Make the sign of the cross and say, 
Blessed be the one (+), holy, and living God. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
A Song of Creation Canticle 12 Song of the Three Young Men, 35-65 
Listen as the Schola Cantorum of St Peter’s in the Loop Chicago sings the canticle 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AU3sQG0tstg 
	  
Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * 
   Give praise and exaltation forever. 
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
   Give praise and exaltation forever. 
 
Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the Lord, * 
   O heavens and all waters above the heavens. 
Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord, * 
   Give praise and exaltation forever. 
 
Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of dew, * 
   All winds and fire and heat. 
Winter and summer, glorify the Lord, * 
   Give praise and exaltation forever. 
 
Glorify the Lord, O chill and cold, * 
   Drops of dew and flakes of snow. 
Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the Lord, * 
   Give praise and exaltation forever. 
 
Glorify the Lord, O nights and days, * 
   O shining light and enfolding dark. 
Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the Lord, * 
   Give praise and exaltation forever. 
 
Let the earth glorify the Lord, * 
   Give praise and exaltation forever. 
Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills,  
 and all that grows upon the earth, * 
   Give praise and exaltation forever. 
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Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, * 
   O whales and all that move in the waters. 
All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, * 
   Give praise and exaltation forever. 
 
Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, * 
   and all you flocks and herds. 
O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, * 
   Give praise and exaltation forever. 
 

Let the people of God glorify the Lord, * 
   Give praise and exaltation forever. 
Glorify the Lord, O priests and servants  
 of the Lord *  
   Give praise and exaltation forever. 
 
Glorify the Lord, O spirits and souls  
 of the righteous, *  
   Give praise and exaltation forever. 
You that are holy and humble of heart, 
 glorify the Lord, * 

              Give praise and exaltation forever. 
  
Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
   Give praise and exaltation forever. 
In the firmament of God’s power, glorify the Lord, * 
   Give praise and exaltation forever. 
 
Collect 
Pray this prayer 
O God, our ancient gardener, 
your holy word is planted in our hearts 
as good seed in fertile soil. 
So nurture us that we may bear fruit abundantly.  
We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God forever and ever.  
Amen. 
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The Word of God for the Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp10_RCL.html 
 
Isaiah 55:10-13 
 
Psalm 65: (1-8), 9-14 
Listen as the Choir of King’s College Cambridge sings the psalm 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tnWL-ckN9T8 
 
Romans 8:1-11 
 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
Read the gospel aloud, slowly, meditatively. 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on 
the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying:  
 
“Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he 
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds 
came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky 
ground, where they did not have much soil, and 
they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth 
of soil. But when the sun rose, they were 
scorched; and since they had no root, they 
withered away.  
 
Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on 
good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone 
with ears listen!” 
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“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in 
the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky 
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 
yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or 
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As 
for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares 
of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for 
what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands 
it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 
and in another thirty.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
A meditation on the Gospel reading by Delores Dufner, OSB  
Delores Dufner, OSB, is a Benedictine sister and hymn writer, a member of Saint 
Benedict’s Monastery in St. Joseph, Minnesota. Listen to the tune composed for this lovely 
text here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DCrAjuRdvM 
 

 
The Word of God is source and seed; 
it comes to die and sprout and grow. 
So make your dark earth welcome warm; 
root deep the grain God bent to sow. 
 
In the Lord let us rejoice, in the Lord let us rejoice, 
in the Lord let us rejoice! 
 
The Word of God is breath and life; 
it comes to heal and wake and save. 
So let the Spirit touch and mend 
and rouse your dry bones from their grave. 

 
The Word of God is flesh and grace, 
who comes to sing, to laugh and cry. 
So dare to be as Jesus was, 
who came to live and love and die. 
 
Gaudeamus Domino, gaudeamus Domino, 
gaudeamus Domino! 
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Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need 
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household  
 
Let us pray for the Church of the living God throughout the world:  
let us ask the riches of God’s grace. Silence, then: 
God in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for all who proclaim the word of truth and  
all who live the prophetic truth of Christ with their lives:  
let us ask the infinite wisdom of Christ. Silence, then: 
God in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for the President, the Congress, and the Supreme Court,  
the governors and mayors of this land, and for all who govern the nations: 
let us ask the justice and peace of God. Silence, then: 
God in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for all who suffer sickness and infection, for health care providers, and 
medical researchers, for the unemployed, the homeless, and the hungry:  
let us ask the mercy of God. Silence, then: 
God in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for all who are near death and all who have passed from this life and 
now rest in the eternal habitations: let us ask the peace of Christ. Silence, then: 
God in your mercy: hear our prayer. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as  
we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
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Concluding Collect 
Great sower of the seed of life,  
open our ears to hear your word 
and draw us closer to you, 
that the whole world may be one with you 
as you are one with us in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Offering 
During this time apart, there are many ways to continue to give your gifts to our 
shared work at Christ Church: send your weekly or monthly check to the parish 
office; use online giving at https://christchurchtacoma.org/giving/; make a gift to 
the Rector’s Discretionary Fund – used for those who have emergency needs.  
 
Blessing 
Make the sign of the cross as you say  

 
The (+) Wisdom of God, 
the Love of God,  
and the Grace of God 
strengthen us to be Christ’s hands and heart in the world. 
Amen.  

 
 
 
Giving thanks at table  
Use this thanksgiving whenever you are at table for breakfast, lunch, or dinner. 
 
All eyes look to you, O God, 
and you give them their food in due season. 
You open wide your hand, 
and feed every living thing. 
 
Bless these gifts, O God, 
and us to your service, 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
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Image 1: XyNazia Skinner of Flint, Michigan, protests during a mile-long march in 
 2016 to highlight the push for clean water in her city. Photo Credit: Bill 
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Image 2: “The river of life,” in “Four miniatures from an Apocalypse,” Pierpont 
 Morgan Library, Manuscript; M.1043.1-2 
Opening acclamation: Enriching Our Worship 1 (New York: Church Publishing, 
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Canticle 12: The Book of Common Prayer 1979, with revisions for inclusive 
 language.  
Image 3: “The Prayer of Azariah and the Song of the Three Young Men,” Byzantine 
 wall mural, n.d.  
Collect: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers, Nashville: Consultation on Common 
 Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers  
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Gospel reading: New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible, Washington, DC: 
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Image 4: Aidan Hart, “The Parable of the Sower and Seed,” The Saint John’s Bible, 
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 Seed,” Text © 1983, 1993 Sisters of St. Benedict, St. Joseph, MN, 
 administered by Augsburg Fortress 
Jazz setting of GAUDEAMUS DOMINI by Bryan Sletten 
Image 5: Jean-Francois Millet, “The Sower,” 1850 
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Anthem: National Lutheran Choir, “Softly and Tenderly,” in Eternity, 2006 
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