TACOMA, WASHINGTON

HOUSEHOLD WORSHIP
The Third Sunday after Pentecost
June 21, 2020

Love and liberation?
Michael Curry, the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, is leading our
communion of parishes and dioceses in The Way of Love. This Way, he notes, is
“an intentional commitment to follow Jesus,” a commitment grounded in the Word
of God and the Sacraments. “Being a Christian is not about being a nice person,
but about following in the footsteps of Jesus, taking his teachings seriously, letting
his Spirit take the lead in our lives, and in so doing helping to change the world
from our nightmare into God’s dream.” Bishop Curry encourages us to be
promoters of a Loving, Liberating, and Life-giving Way.
But here’s the catch. When Loving is set next to Liberating, we encounter both a
promise and a challenge. Why? Christians are quite adept at speaking about love.
How many sermons and hymns have we sung that speak of God’s love revealed in
Jesus, of God’s love for all the children of the world, of our call to be loving
people. Indeed, such talk can be pure gospel, good news, for anyone – anyone –
who has been told they are unlovely, unworthy, not quite measuring up to some
imagined standard. We sing of it in Winter – “Love came down at Christmas” – and
in Spring – “Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.”
Setting loving next to liberating, however,
presents a challenge for those who imagine
that the purpose of Christian life and
Christian community is to be nothing more
than an encounter with the love of God.
For liberating assumes the reality of being
hemmed in, imprisoned, held back, or – as
we know so well from recent tragic events
– being held down to the point of suffocation and death. That doesn’t look like
love, does it? And perhaps this is why it is so important to hold the two – love and
liberation – together at all times. For we do live in a society marked by unlovely
and ugly attitudes and actions that hold people down and provoke daily fear. And
who among us is utterly free of those attitudes and prejudices?

	
  

1	
  

A division over love
Perhaps this is why we hear Jesus speak of his mission as a divisive one: “I have not
come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother.” Harsh and divisive words on first hearing and
easily dismissed if they are received at face value. If, however, we hear them in
light of Jesus’ liberating purpose – what the Book of Common Prayer calls being
freed from “the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of
God” (p. 302) – then the question might be this: Will the love of God, offered freely
and abundantly to you, lead you to “help change the world from our nightmare
into God’s dream”? In other words, where will your life’s energies, your faith, be
directed? Will the racist or homophobic slur made by a family member, a relative,
or a colleague be overlooked for the sake of a false sense of unity? Or will it be
questioned, albeit, questioned and challenged in a loving, truthful manner?
To be sure there is division. Will we remain silent, passive, and thus complicit in
the presence of those powers that dehumanize and destroy the creatures of God
(THOSE CREATURES – ALL OF THEM – LOVED BY GOD) or will our voices and
actions, enlivened and guided by God’s grace, participate in Jesus’ mission to
“change the world from our nightmare into God’s dream”?
For more on the Way of Love and Racial Reconciliation, go here:
https://episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love
Preparation
We have entered into the Summer season
after Pentecost. Worship in the household
can take place anywhere but it is most
appropriate at a table: a kitchen table, a
dining table, a table in a garden or under a
tree. Take a look at the photograph to the
left. Would Summer be a good time to
create a home altar for daily and Sunday
worship in the home? The color appointed for this season is green, the color that
rests between yellow and blue. It is always appropriate to have a candle burning
during household prayer: who among us does not need more of the light of Christ
in our lives? And this, too: a bowl of water in which one can dip one’s fingers and
make the sign of the cross over the forehead or heart in renewal of one’s baptism
into the evergreen life of God. If you have access to a garden or evergreen trees, let
flowers and green branches mark your place of household prayer. Anglican
spirituality holds that all the senses can disclose God’s presence – not just texts for
speaking or singing. Do you have incense? Then burn it as you pray, letting your
prayer rise with the fragrant smoke. Should you have a crucifix, a cross, or an
image of Christ, let this holy artifact be present to focus your prayer.
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If any link in this document is not live on your device, simply copy it and paste it
into your browser.

Centering
Make the sign of the cross and say,
Blessed be the one (+), holy, and living God.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Hymn
Join the Christ Church Choir and Assembly in singing, “We know that Christ is
raised and dies no more” at:
https://soundcloud.com/user-351072722-73531756/hymn-we-know-that-christ-israised-and-dies-no-more-christ-episcopal-church-tacoma
We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.
Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold,
and our despair he turned to blazing joy.
Alleluia!
We share by water in his saving death.
Reborn, we share with him an Easter life
as living members of a living Christ.
Alleluia!
The Father's splendor clothes the Son with life.
The Spirit's power shakes the church of God.
Baptized, we live with God, the Three in One.
Alleluia!
A new creation comes to life and grows
as Christ's new body takes on flesh and blood.
The universe, restored and whole, will sing:
Alleluia!
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Collect
Pray this prayer
Teach us, good Lord,
To serve you as you deserve,
To give and not to count the cost,
To fight and not to heed the wounds,
To toil and not to seek for rest,
To labor and not to ask for reward,
except that of the knowledge that we do your will,
through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God now and forever. Amen.
The Word of God for the Third Sunday after Pentecost
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here:
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp7_RCL.html
Jeremiah 20:7-13
Psalm 69:8-11, (12-17), 18-20
Listen as Cantores Literati sing Psalm 69 at Wells Cathedral, England:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T9E4GqA4CQg
Romans 6:1b-11
Matthew 10:24-39
Read the gospel aloud, slowly, meditatively.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Glory to you, Lord Christ
Jesus said to the twelve disciples, “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave
above the master; it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave
like the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much
more will they malign those of his household!
“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and
nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in
the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops.
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“Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who
can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet
not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs
of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many
sparrows.
“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge
before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny
before my Father in heaven.
“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to
bring peace, but a sword.
For I have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not
take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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A meditation on the Gospel reading by Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Bonhoeffer was a German Lutheran pastor, theologian, and activist who supported the plot
to assassinate Adolf Hitler. This excerpt is drawn from The Cost of Discipleship, his study of
the Sermon on the Mount. It was published as the Nazi regime sought to silence any
protest of its anti-Christian, anti-Jewish, and homophobic policies. Bonhoeffer asked, Why
were German Christians silent in the presence of such evil? He was executed on April 9,
1945, the day on which he is commemorated as a martyr in the Episcopal Church.

“Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism
without discipline, Communion without confession, absolution without personal
confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross,
grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.
“Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field; for the sake of it one will gladly go
and sell all that one has. It is the pearl of great price for which the merchant will
sell all his goods. It is the call of Jesus Christ at which the disciple leaves his nets
and follows him.
“Costly grace is the gospel that must be sought again and again, the gift that must
be asked for, and the door at which one must knock. Such grace is costly because
it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is
costly because it costs a man or woman their life, and it is grace because it gives
one the only true life.
“Above all, it is costly because it cost God the life of his Son: ‘You were bought at a
price,’ and what has cost God much cannot be cheap for us. Costly grace is the
Incarnation of God. Costly grace is the sanctuary of God; it has to be protected
from the world, and not thrown to the dogs. It is therefore the living word, the
Word of God, which he speaks as it pleases him. Costly grace confronts us as a
gracious call to follow Jesus. Grace is costly because it compels us to submit to the
yoke of Christ and follow him; it is grace because Jesus says: ‘My yoke is easy and
my burden is light.’ ”
Anthem
Listen as the Christ Church Choir sings “Jesus Calls Us,” under the direction of
Kathryn Nichols, with Mark Brombaugh, piano, and Frank Briscoe, trumpet
https://soundcloud.com/user-351072722-73531756/jesus-calls-us-patterson-christepiscopal-church-tacoma-wa
Jesus calls us o’er the tumult of our life’s wild, restless sea.
Day by day his voice is sounding, saying, “Christian, follow me.”
Jesus calls us from the worship of the vain world’s golden store,
from each idol that would keep us, saying, “Christian, love me more.”
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In our joys and sorrows, Lord, days of toil and hours of ease,
still he calls in cares and pleasures, “love me more than these.”
Jesus calls us! By your mercies, Savior, may we hear your call,
give our hearts to your obedience, serve and love you best of all.
Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household
Lord, you called prophets to lead your people in the path of justice and peace:
Guide your church, born in the font of Holy Baptism, to serve as a faithful witness
to your liberating power at work in the world.
In your mercy, O God, answer us with your unfailing help.
God our Sovereign, you called judges and monarchs to shepherd your people:
Raise up among us enlightened and compassionate public servants who care for
the common good and the wellbeing of all who live in this land.
In your mercy, O God, answer us with your unfailing help.
O Life-giving Physician, you healed the many who drew close to you:
Heal the sick, attend to the many infected with a deathly virus, strengthen
physicians and nurses, enlighten researchers, and comfort the dying.
In your mercy, O God, answer us with your unfailing help.
Advocate of the distressed, you protected the widow, the orphan, and the poor:
Come to the aid of the millions in our land and throughout the world who struggle
with illness, poverty, unemployment, with loss of home, and lack of healthcare.
In your mercy, O God, answer us with your unfailing help.
You have given us the earth as an abundant table of good food and drink:
Lead us to provide an equitable sharing of these gifts so that all may live.
In your mercy, O God, answer us with your unfailing help.
O Risen One, you called the dead back to life and restored them to the light:
Do not allow death to reign over this world; give life to your people.
In your mercy, O God, answer us with your unfailing help.
The Lord’s Prayer follows
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The Lord’s Prayer
Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
Your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Concluding Collect
Loving and Life-giving Redeemer,
Visit your people
And pour out your strength and courage upon us,
That we may hurry to make you welcome
Not only in our concern for others,
But by serving them generously and faithfully in your name.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing
Make the sign of the cross as you say
The (+) Wisdom of God,
The Love of God,
And the Grace of God
Strengthen us to be Christ’s hands and heart in the world.
Amen.

A Hymn follows
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Hymn
Join the Christ Church Choir and Assembly in singing this hymn at:
https://soundcloud.com/user-351072722-73531756/hymn-the-church-of-christchrist-episcopal-church-tacoma-wa

Giving thanks at table
Use this thanksgiving whenever you are at table for breakfast, lunch, or dinner.
Blessed are you, O Lover of Creation:
You who give us our daily bread.
Blessed is your only begotten Son
Who feeds us on the word of life.
Blessed is the Life-giving Spirit,
Who brings us, alone or with others,
to this table of love.
Blessed be you, O Holy Three,
Who provide food and drink
for all who are hungry. Amen.
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