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TACOMA, WASHINGTON 
 

HOUSEHOLD WORSHIP 
The Second Sunday after Pentecost  

June 14, 2020 
 
 
Entering a new season  
From early December to late Spring, the majority of Christians on the planet keep 
feasts and seasons anchored in the birth, public ministry, passion, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus: a season of Incarnation, God becoming one with God’s 
beloved creation in Jesus, and a Paschal or Passover season, God loving and 
liberating the creation from “the evil powers of this world which corrupt and 
destroy the creatures of God” (The Book of Common Prayer, 302). The shorthand 
for these two cycles is “Christmas” and “Easter” though we know there is much 
more to the rhythms of these seasons than 2 days out of 365!  
 
With the feasts of Pentecost and the Holy Trinity, Christians are oriented in the 
following weeks to the parables, sayings, and actions of Jesus and his followers: 
words and deeds in his public ministry that provoke questions for our lives as his 
disciples in 21st c. North America. This six-month season contains three “natural” 
periods – Summer, Autumn, and November – in which the lectionary readings 
present voices from the people of Israel, the early church, and Jesus. Sometimes the 
readings complement each other and sometimes they stand in stark contrast if not 
disagreement with each other. This should be a clue to us that one can never say, 
“The Bible says …” since there is not one but many voices in Scripture.  

 
Here we go again? 
To those who thirst for constant innovation, always eager for 
something new (as we have been socialized to expect by the 
strong hand of American advertising), the Christian seasons may 
look repetitive – at first. But here’s the deal. Our experience of life, 
new insights and knowledge, and catastrophic events personal and 
global (ring a bell?) alter our perceptions of the feasts, seasons, and 

the biblical readings. Consider this: the young man who watched his mother die a 
slow death to cancer said at her grave in cold February, “I think Lent and especially 
Easter will feel and look much different to me than ever before.” Is it any wonder 
that he wept inconsolably as he kissed the cross at the Good Friday liturgy, and 
then sang with gratitude, “The strife is o’er, the battle won,” on Easter Sunday?  
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A banquet for all  
It is good to remember that the very first Christian writings were the letters of the 
historical Paul to Christian communities scattered throughout the Mediterranean. 
Paul makes clear that the gospel of Jesus Christ was alive prior to his writing. In the 
coming months, 14 excerpts from his letter to the Romans and 5 from his first letter 
to the Thessalonians (probably the earliest Christian text) are appointed for 
Sundays. The letters of the historical Paul are witnesses to the spread of the 
Christian movement.  
 
It was in these Christian communities that the gospels were created later: Mark first, 
then Matthew and Luke, and finally John (at the end of the century). Selections 
from the Hebrew Scriptures frequently serve as complements to the gospel readings 
but also as another voice not necessarily in accord with the gospel reading. From 
mid-June through late November, the voice of Matthew will be heard, beginning in 
Chapter 9 and concluding with Chapter 25.  
 
The lectionary expert, Gail Ramshaw, refers to the lectionary – the list of biblical 
readings appointed for each Sunday and feast day – as a three year banquet. We 
are nourished at the Table of the Word of God with the life of Israel, a psalm of 
thanksgiving or lament, a question or concern of the early church, and the voice of 
Jesus. That is no fast food menu but rather a rich feast to which we are invited.  
 

 
Preparation 
We have entered into the 
Summer season after Pentecost. 
Worship in the household can 
take place anywhere but it is 
most appropriate at a table: a 
kitchen table, a dining table, a 
table in a garden or under a 

tree. The color appointed for this season is green, the color that rests between 
yellow and blue. In surveys made in North America, Europe, and Islamic nations, 
green is the color most commonly associated with the creation, life, health, and 
hope. Does this time of pandemic not beg for greening hope and health? It is 
always appropriate to have a candle burning during household prayer. And this, 
too: a bowl of water in which one can dip one’s fingers and make the sign of the 
cross over the forehead or heart in renewal of one’s baptism into the evergreen life 
of God. If you have access to a garden or evergreen trees, let the flowers, blooming 
bushes, and green branches mark your place of household prayer. Anglican 
spirituality holds that all the senses can disclose God’s presence – not just texts for 
speaking or singing. Do you have incense? Then burn it as you pray, letting your 
prayer rise with the fragrant smoke. Should you have a crucifix, a cross, or an 
image of Christ, let this holy artifact be present to focus your prayer.  
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If any link in this document is not live on your device, simply copy it and paste it 
into your browser.    

 
Centering  
Make the sign of the cross and say, 
Blessed be the one (+), holy, and living God. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
 
 

Hymn 
Join the Christ Church Choir in singing, “Sing Praise to God” at  
https://soundcloud.com/user-351072722-73531756/hymn-sing-praise-to-god-
christ-episcopal-church-tacoma-wa  
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Collect 
Pray this prayer 
 
God of compassion, 
you have opened the way for us 
and brought us to yourself. 
Pour your love into our hearts, 
that, overflowing with joy, 
we may freely share the blessings of your realm 
and faithfully proclaim the good news of Christ. Amen. 
 
The Word of God for the Second Sunday after Pentecost 
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows 
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early 
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here: 
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp6_RCL.html 
 
Exodus 19:2-8a 
 
Psalm 100 
Listen as the Christ Church Choir sings a setting of Psalm 100 
https://soundcloud.com/user-351072722-73531756/jubilate-deo-stanford-christ-
episcopal-church-tacoma-wa 
 
O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands:  
serve the Lord with gladness,  
and come before God’s presence with a song.  
Be ye sure that the Lord he is God:   
it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves;  
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving,  
and into his courts with praise:   
be thankful unto him, and speak good of his Name.  
For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting:  
and his truth endureth from generation to generation. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
world without end. Amen. 
 
Romans 5:1-8 
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Matthew 9:35-10:8 
Read the gospel aloud, slowly, meditatively. 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 
Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every 
sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his 
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord 
of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
 
Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. These are the 
names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother 
Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; 
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 
Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 
 
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among 
the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven 
has come near.’ Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. 
You received without payment; give without payment.”  
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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A meditation on the Gospel reading by John Dominic Crossan  
Born in Ireland, John Crossan is one of the best-known New Testament scholars in North 
America. With other scholars he employs economic, political, and social interpretations of 
the New Testament in order to reconstruct what is not available to contemporary readers 
and hearers of the New Testament: the social context in which it was created.  
 
“Jesus’ theory and practice of eating, of sharing food and drink across all class 
distinctions, sexes, and social statuses with people from diverse backgrounds 
together at one table – this practice upset the strict hierarchies of daily life. Think of 
a beggar coming to your door: of the difference between giving them some food to 
go, of inviting them into your kitchen for a meal, of bringing them into the dining 
room to eat the evening meal with your family or with your friends on Saturday 
night. The practice of Jesus: a charitable handout with ‘Be on your way’ or 
welcoming the beggar to the family meal? The social challenge of such ‘equal 
eating together’ is a most radical threat to the practice of eating separately based on 
race, gender, politics, and economic status. Do we wonder why Jesus was accused 
of being a glutton, a drunkard, and a friend of tax collectors and sinners?  
 
“Concerning healing: Jesus refused to accept the social exclusion or ostracization 
and ritual uncleanness that attended disease – that is, the notion deeply embedded 
in his society that one could not worship God with others and be in community 
when ill. By healing the illness of social exclusion and challenging the notion that 
one is ill because of some moral failure, Jesus forced others to either reject him 
from their community or to accept those he had healed within it. 
 
“In this gospel reading is the heart of the original Jesus movement: a shared 
egalitarianism, a shared equality of spiritual (healing) and material (eating) 
resources. I emphasize this as strongly as possible. The mission we are talking 
about is not, like Paul’s, a dramatic thrust along major trade routes to urban centers 
hundreds of miles apart. Here we step across the threshold of a peasant’s home.  
 
“The missionaries were not some specific and closed group sent out on one 
particular mission at one particular time. They were predominantly healed healers, 
part of whose continuing healing was precisely their empowerment to heal others. I 
propose, in other words, a network of shared healing with Jesus. 
 
“The Kingdom of God was not, for Jesus, a divine monopoly exclusively bound to 
his own person. It appeared as a shared community of healing and eating – that is 
to say, of spiritual and physical resources available to each and all without 
distinctions, discriminations, or hierarchies. One entered the Kingdom as a way of 
life, and anyone who could live this Way of Life could bring it to others. It was not 
just words alone or deeds alone, but both together as a life-style.” 
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Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need 
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household  
 
Let us pray for Christ’s people throughout the world; for our presiding bishop 
Michael, our bishop Gregory; for all who minister in the Name of Christ; and for all 
Christians who strive to respect the dignity of every human being. Silence 
 
Let us pray for enlightened leadership in this time of pandemic; for policies and 
practices guided by sound medical wisdom; and for the good will to persist in life-
saving restrictions. Silence 
 
Let us pray for the many who struggle with illness, poverty, unemployment, with 
loss of home, lack of healthcare, and little food and drink; for those in any need or 
trouble at this time; and for the will to serve our neighbors in need. Silence 
 
Let us pray for those who suffer the sin of racism; for those who protest the brutality 
of hateful speech and deadly action; for those who work for racial justice and its 
gift of peace; for ourselves: that the Spirit will bring to our awareness our prejudices 
and free us from them. Silence 
 
Let us pray for the faithful departed (speak their names aloud); and all who grieve 
the death/s of family members or friends. Silence  
 
Let us praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored 
by musicians, poets, architects, and visual artists. Silence  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 
Concluding Collect 
God of mercy and healing, 
you who hear the cries of those in need, 
receive these petitions of your people 
that all who are troubled 
may know peace, comfort, and courage. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Blessing 
 
Make the sign of the cross as you say  
The (+) Wisdom of God, 
The Love of God,  
And the Grace of God 
Strengthen us to be Christ’s hands and heart in the world. 
Amen.  
 

 
Hymn 
Join the Christ Church Choir in singing this hymn at: 
https://soundcloud.com/user-351072722-73531756/hymn-the-church-of-christ-in-
every-age-christ-episcopal-church-tacoma-wa 
 
 

 
Giving Thanks at Table follows 
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Giving thanks at table 
Use this thanksgiving whenever you are at table for breakfast, lunch, or dinner. 
 
Blessed are you, LORD our God, Ruler of the universe, 
You nourish the entire world 
with goodness, tender love, and mercy. 
Blessed are you, O LORD, you nourish the entire world. 
 
We give you thanks, O Holy Three, 
for you provide food and drink to earth’s people: 
gifts of field and vine, the work of human hands. 
Turn our hearts and hands toward those who have no cup, no bread, 
and strengthen us to serve each other in the bonds of friendship. 
 
Blessed are you, O Holy and Life-Giving Three, 
You are blessed in your care for all who pray for daily bread. 
Amen. 
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