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A saying that provokes extremes
I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. For some Christians today, this declaration by John’s Jesus has
provoked considerable consternation. In an age when members of diverse religious
traditions are eager to understand and be in conversation with each other, the
claim made by Jesus sounds, well, downright exclusionary: no one comes to the
Father except through me. In their eagerness to overcome what sounds so
inhospitable to other religious and spiritual traditions, those who question Jesus’
declaration may find company with those who claim that all religions are pretty
much the same.
Of course there are other Christians who fully support Jesus’ declaration and
believe that Christianity alone holds the truth, all other religious and humanistic
philosophies resting at best in the shadows. They ask, “Can we not make an
exclusive commitment to anything or anyone?” From this perspective, being open
to everything seems to sound a lot like commitment to nothing, well, except the
self and one’s idiosyncratic soul journey: “I’ll take a bit of Buddhist philosophy,
please, and could you add some Wiccan zest with a dab of Jewish mysticism?”
Christ alone is sufficient for this group.
Both approaches can tend toward univocal thinking: reject
Jesus’ claim and accept the view that all religions are pretty
much the same and leading to the same goal (whatever that
goal might be) or recognize that Jesus is the only way to God,
that his teaching alone holds the only truth worth knowing.
But, then, one wonders: Are these our only options: either
this view or that view?
Faith developing?
In his seminal work on faith, the American psychologist and
Methodist minister, James Fowler, claimed that faith is the
capacity to imagine: to see the whole of life within a larger
perspective, that perspective understood by Jews, Christians, and Muslims as God.
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As a developmental psychologist, Fowler also suggested that faith is not a static,
unchanging thing one holds with clenched fists, but rather a living, maturing
capacity within the individual, a capacity that can change over time. Faith as a
developing capacity to see one’s life and the lives of others within a larger
perspective – the Presence of God for all things, all people – can nurture within an
individual the ability to hold two things together at the same time with both/and
thinking.
For Fowler, this means that one can be both fully Christian, living fully into the
Presence of God revealed in Jesus Christ, gladly Christian for all of one’s life and, at
the same time, seek the truth and the life in other religious and humanistic
traditions. We rightly ask, “How can this be?”
Humility among Christians
Perhaps Fowler was suggesting that humility is necessary for the Christian life. For
humility will lead one to reject “It’s my way or the highway” thinking – regardless
of where it is found: among those who hold adamantly to the notion that every
religion is pretty much the same or among those who hold to the notion that my
religion is the only one of value. When humility is at work in one’s life, one can be
incredibly grateful for the ground on which one stands (the root meaning of
humility) – that is, glad to be with Jesus who is the Way the Truth and the Life for
those who know him – and one can seek out and learn from the truth in other
traditions. One can accept wisdom from those who do not dwell in one’s house.
One of the astonishing experiences of the disciples in their encounters with the
risen Christ was this: while they knew him clearly as Jesus, he had become “larger”
than they imagined he could. They were challenged, as are we, to hold two things,
two images, two experiences together: he is the Way – but perhaps that Way, that
Path, is larger than we ever imagined.
Preparation
We have entered into the Great Fifty Days of Easter that will bring us to Pentecost.
While some Christian communities keep only Easter Sunday and then return to
“things normal,” it is not so for the majority of Christians throughout the world. We
keep seven weeks of “walking in newness of life,” to quote St. Paul. Worship in the
household can take place anywhere but it is most appropriate at table. After all, the
risen Christ frequently reveals himself during meals: at Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35); in
a Jerusalem apartment (Luke 24:36-43); by the Sea of Tiberias (John 21:1-14). The
color appointed for the Easter season is white, the color that reflects and scatters all
visible wavelengths of light. Do you have a white tablecloth to dress your table?
And speaking of light, it is most appropriate to a light a new white candle for
household prayer in Easter, a reflection of the Paschal candle that will adorn the
church space once we return to worship together. Anglican spirituality holds that
all the senses reveal God’s presence – not just texts for speaking or singing.
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Budding branches, flowers and incense mark festive holy days among us and are
rightly incorporated in household worship. Should you have a crucifix, a cross, or
an image of the risen Christ, let this holy artifact be present to focus your prayer.
If any link in this document is not live on your device, simply copy it and paste it
into your browser.
Prelude
Listen to Christ Church organist, Dr. Mark Brombaugh, play Dieterich Buxtehude’s
Praeludium in E - BuxWV 141 at:
https://soundcloud.com/user-351072722-73531756/praeludium-in-e-buxwv-141buxtehude-mark-brombaugh-organist
Centering
Make the sign of the cross and say
Alleluia. (+) Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Hymn
Sing this hymn with the Christ Church Choir, “At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing,”
The Hymnal 1982 #174
https://soundcloud.com/user-351072722-73531756/hymn-at-the-lambs-high-feastthe-christ-church-choir-tacoma-wa
1 At the Lamb's high feast we sing
praise to our victorious King,
who has washed us in the tide
flowing from his pierced side;
praise we him whose love divine
gives his sacred blood for wine,
gives his body for the feast,
Christ the victim, Christ the priest.

3 Mighty victim from the sky,
pow'rs of hell beneath thee lie;
death is conquered in the fight,
thou hast brought us life and light:
hymns of glory and of praise,
risen Lord, to thee we raise;
holy Father, praise to thee,
with the Spirit, ever be.

2 Where the paschal blood is poured,
death's dark angel sheathes his sword;
Israel's hosts triumphant go
through the wave that drowns the foe.
Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed,
paschal victim, paschal bread;
with sincerity and love
eat we manna from above.

4 Easter triumph, Easter joy,
these alone do sin destroy.
From sin’s power do thou set free
souls new-born, O Lord, in thee.
Hymns of glory, songs of praise,
Father, unto thee we raise;
risen Lord, all praise to thee
with the Spirit ever be.
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Collect
Pray this prayer
O God,
whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread:
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work;
Who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
One God, now and forever. Amen.

The Word of God for the Fifth Sunday of Easter
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. It follows
after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading from the early
church. The first three scripture texts can be found here:
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster5_RCL.html
Acts 7:55-60
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
1 Peter 2:2-10
John 14:1-14
Read the gospel aloud without rushing.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Glory to you, Lord Christ
Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I
have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there
you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.”
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we
know the way?”
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From
now on you do know him and have seen him.”
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.”
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Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not
know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us
the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me
does his works.
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me;
but if you do not, then believe me because of the works
themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in
me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do
greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.
I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father
may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for
anything, I will do it.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
A poetic meditation on the Gospel reading by W. H. Auden
Wystan Hugh Auden (1907 – 1973) was a British-American poet. He was born and raised
in an English Anglo-Catholic family. It was the liturgy and ancient hymns of the church,
said Auden, that inspired him to become a poet. He moved to the U.S. and taught English
for some time while maintaining a rigorous writing schedule. This poetic meditation is from
his 1944 work, For the Time Being: A Christmas Oratorio. One reviewer wrote this:
“Auden’s concern is to draw out the impact of the Incarnation for the world of the
everyday. It is a reminder that God is acting in the midst of the sludge of our everyday
routines.” The poem can be found in The Hymnal 1982, #463.

He is the Way.
Follow Him through the Land of Unlikeness;
You will see rare beasts, and have unique adventures.
He is the Truth.
Seek Him in the Kingdom of Anxiety;
You will come to a great city that has expected your return for years.
He is the Life.
Love Him in the World of the Flesh;
And at your marriage all its occasions shall dance for joy.
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Anthem
Listen to the Christ Church Choir sing, “Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life” at
https://soundcloud.com/user-351072722-73531756/come-my-way-my-truth-mylife-smith-the-christ-church-choir-tacoma
Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household
Lover of the church,
Bring to perfection those who sing your praise.
Risen Lord, rule our hearts with your mercy.
Wellspring of holiness,
Fashion in your image a people marked by hope.
Risen Lord, rule our hearts with your mercy.
Architect of the New Jerusalem,
Lead all people into God’s radiant, healing light.
Risen Lord, rule our hearts with your mercy.
Temple of God’s presence,
Calm all our fears in the season of your victory over diminishment and death.
Risen Lord, rule our hearts with your mercy.
Cornerstone of the new creation,
Build up your church in service to the poor, the unemployed, the anxious,
and this earth, our dwelling place.
Risen Lord, rule our hearts with your mercy.
Firstborn from the grave,
Welcome into Paradise our beloved dead (speak their name/s out loud),
and those whose faith is known to you alone.
Risen Lord, rule our hearts with your mercy.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Concluding Prayer
Risen Christ,
Draw us more deeply into your life –
Through baptism renewed in the sign of the cross,
scripture read and welcomed into our lives,
the common prayer we share in this time of separation,
and the works of charity and justice we offer our neighbors –
so that when our hearts are troubled,
we will know you more completely
as the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
Amen.
Blessing
Make the sign of the cross as you say
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead
our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the everlasting covenant,
make us perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in us that which is well pleasing in his sight;
And the blessing of God Almighty, (+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among us, and remain with us always. Amen.

Giving Thanks at Table follows
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Giving thanks at table
Use this thanksgiving whenever you are at table
for breakfast, lunch, or dinner.
Blessed are you, LORD our God, Ruler of the universe,
You nourish the entire world
with goodness, tender love, and mercy.
Blessed are you, O LORD, you nourish the entire world.
We bless you, O Holy Three,
for you provide food and drink to earth’s people,
gifts of field and vine, the work of human hands.
Turn our hearts and hands toward those who have no cup, no bread,
and strengthen us to serve each other in the bonds of friendship.
Blessed are you, O Holy and Life-Giving Three,
You are blessed in your care for all who pray for daily bread.
Amen.
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