	
  
	
  

	
  	
  	
  MOTHER JANET’S COVID-19 PASTORAL LETTER
THE EVE OF PENTECOST, 2020
ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN!	
  

TACOMA, WASHINGTON	
  
THE DAY OF PENTECOST
Dear Beloved in Christ,
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in the prayers?
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and whenever
you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
Will you proclaim by word and example
the Good News of God in Christ?
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving
your neighbor as yourself?
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,
and respect the dignity of every human being?
Will you cherish the wondrous works of God and
protect the beauty and integrity of all creation?
The Day of Pentecost is one of the church’s four baptismal occasions and how I wish we
could be together tomorrow, gathered at the holy font to renew our baptismal vows. To
answer together “I will, with God’s help” to each of those questions, to be sprinkled,
each, with water from the one font, as a sign and reminder of the baptism that has made
us one body in the risen Christ.
How I wish we could be together, we, the living and serving body of Christ Church,
Tacoma, a people charged with becoming, being, the love manifest in those promises:
God’s love for us and all creation. Together to celebrate the presence of God’s Holy
Spirit among and within us. Together to give thanks for the Spirit’s gifts poured out upon
us, on the very day when we each year commemorate that astonishing mystery of grace.
How I wish we could be together tomorrow, we, Christ Church Tacoma, gathered at
God’s holy table to break our Eucharistic fast, to share in the holy meal that feeds us
with the very being of the living and risen Christ, to be sent into the world refreshed
and restored for the work of the gospel.
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I am deeply missing what we often carelessly call “church” – I know you are, too.
Especially on the major holy days, the great festival days, but also Sunday by Sunday.
Yet how important it is that we continue to keep our buildings closed. Great caution is
still called for, perhaps even especially called for, now that more and more people will
be out and about as business and social restrictions are loosened. We have to wait, be
patient, to see what this will mean for us: the continued damping down or a resurgence
of the Covid-19 coronavirus.
We are learning, again, that “church” is so much more than what happens in church
buildings. Yes, our central activity, our core practice, is worship in the Sunday
assembly. And oh, how we will treasure it when we can begin again.
But our baptismal vows tell us that “church” is predominantly what happens outside
our buildings:
There is only one vow, the first, about church as gathering, body, assembled in one
room, the church incarnate.
There is only one vow, the second, about church as individual, the responsibility to
shape one’s life to be worthy of Christ and his body the church.
But there are four vows about “church in the world,” the scattering abroad of the
Sunday assembly to share the Good News throughout the week, to seek and serve
others, strive for justice and peace, protect God’s creation.
So while I’m deeply missing our Sunday assembly, I am not missing church. Although
we can’t yet scatter abroad, we continue together, though physically separated, to be
and do church. We are finding ways to worship and pray together, learn together,
socialize and have fun together, care for and help one another, and continue our
ministries of service and advocacy. We are finding ways to continue to live our
baptismal covenant.
In the desire and the work to find and
learn and use these ways to encounter
God and one another, these new ways,
we may be discovering the church we
are becoming. Certainly, we won’t be
the same church when we are finally
able to gather in the sacred space of
our building to celebrate Eucharist. We
know that the Spirit of God, permeating
this suffering world, is hard at work in
us bringing into being a new creation
in this time of testing and trial.
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Covid-19 has been and will continue to be for some time to come the dominating focus
of our lives: our personal safety, the safety of those we love, the safety of our
communities. But we are church and we must look beyond ourselves to see with the
eyes of God’s grieving Spirit – see beyond concerns for our own well-being to confront
the inequities, injustices, corruption, and societal and governmental failures endemic in
our unraveling nation, now daily, starkly exposed – by a disease.
Today we grieve with outraged African Americans as they mourn and protest the
murders of two black men, Ahmaud Arbery in Brunswick, Georgia and George Floyd in
Minneapolis, Minnesota. People are rising up across the country in protest, some
peacefully, some violently, rising up again – for this is not new. It is as old as our
country. While violence cannot, must not, be the answer, it is not all that hard to
understand. “A riot,” said Martin Luther King, Jr., “is the language of the unheard.”
“But it is not enough for me to stand before you
tonight and condemn riots. It would be morally
irresponsible for me to do that without, at the
same time, condemning the contingent,
intolerable conditions that exist in our society.
These conditions are the things that cause
individuals to feel that they have no other
alternative than to engage in violent rebellions to
get attention. And I must say tonight that a riot is
the language of the unheard. And what is it
America has failed to hear? It has failed to hear
that the economic plight of the negro poor has
worsened over the last twelve or fifteen years. It
has failed to hear that the promises of freedom and justice have not been met.
And it has failed to hear that large segments of white society are more
concerned about tranquility and the status quo than about justice and
humanity.”
― Martin Luther King Jr., c. 1966
1966, and here we are now, in 2020. I think of the fires raging in cities across our
country as I write this, and would add to Dr. King’s quote in this way:
Riots are the language of the unheard; fires the sign of their anguish.
On that very first Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came as a rushing, mighty wind, falling on
the sequestered disciples in tongues of flame, driving them out of fear and hiding into
the streets to proclaim the mighty works of God. And the church began its mission.
Our mission is before us now and urgent: to serve and advocate as we can while moving
through this pandemic, then to emerge from it afire with indignation and outrage, afire
with anguish and compassion for our fellow suffering human beings, afire with desire
and determination to do this country, do this world, differently, and to act.
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I invite you to pray in your household this Day of Pentecost, along with me in my
household, using our Household Worship resource, available on our website.
(I pray at 10:30, our usual time of gathering in the church building.) In the course
of our worship, after the meditation on the gospel, let us renew our baptismal
promises. We don’t have to wait until we can gather together; we are church now.
And perhaps we might pray together, at the end of our baptismal renewal:
“Come Holy Spirit and give us your fire: come and renew the face of the earth, come
and renew our battered country, come and renew your wounded church: renew our
courage, renew us for service, make us burn with your passion for justice and peace.”
And at the conclusion of your worship, step out into the rain for a baptismal sprinkling.
With love for you in Christ,
Janet+

INFORMATION FOR YOU
Wednesday Evening Conversation and Compline via Zoom, Wednesdays at 7:00 – 8:15
p.m. Watch for the Zoom invitation and link in your email Wednesday morning.
Read the Weekly every Friday for the latest parish news and information about parish
events and opportunities for worship and connection.
Please remember that all our buildings are closed until further notice. Only parish staff
may be in the buildings, and for essential work only, along with a very few office
volunteers, one at a time, for tasks requiring their presence. For the safety of our staff
and those volunteers, and so that they may observe required safety precautions, please
do not use your key to enter any of the buildings. Multicare staff continue to use their
upstairs Trinity House offices and are observing the same required safety precautions.
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