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TACOMA, WASHINGTON 
 

HOUSEHOLD WORSHIP 
Maundy Thursday  

April 9, 2020 
 
WORSHIP IN THE HOUSEHOLD 
We are not alone. Close to 2 billion Christians throughout the world will celebrate 
the Three Days in their homes this year due to the pandemic. Whether your 
household is one person, two people, or more, keep in mind that Holy Baptism, the 
Baptismal Creed, the Holy Scriptures, and a form of Common Prayer unite us with 
each other and the many millions who will be gathering in their homes as we keep 
the Three Days of Christ’s self-giving. Indeed, if there were ever a time when the 
church’s worship speaks to our current need, it is now.  
 

The ancient term for this one liturgy spread over three days is the Triduum (Latin for 
“three days”). It begins with sunset on April 9, Maundy Thursday. This solemn 
ritual celebrates the “institution of the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood” – his 
life broken and poured out in service to humankind. In this unusual Spring, we 
keep a fast from Holy Communion: we are not able to gather as one body, give 
thanks together to God over earth’s gifts of bread and wine, and receive together 
Christ’s living presence. How eagerly many of us look forward to that day when we 
can be with each other at the Supper of the Lamb. Until then, we have ample 
resources to guide us in the days and weeks ahead.  
 

Preparation 
It is Maundy Thursday, “maundy” from the Latin mandatum, the Latin translation of 
Jesus’s mandate: “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just 
as I have loved you, you also should love one another” (John 13:34). He said this to 
his disciples while at table with them. And so, we invite you to prayer at the table 
where you have your meals. You may wish to use this form of prayer at breakfast, 
lunch, or supper on Maundy Thursday as it concludes with a thanksgiving prayer  

for food and drink. The color red, a deep red 
or scarlet, is appointed for this day, signifying 
the passion of Christ for his mission that led to 
the shedding of his blood. Should you have a 
red tablecloth or red napkins or a red flower, 
adorn your table with them. Do you have a 
sacred image of Christ, a crucifix or cross, or 
an image of the last supper? Place this image 
or cross on your table as well. If you can, print 
this painting by Sieger Köder: he portrays an 
inclusive and global gathering of women, 

men, and children at table. Can you find the face of Jesus? The image is found here: 
https://www.plough.com/en/topics/culture/art/table-fellowship 
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By all means, light a candle if you can. After all light is the first gift of God (Genesis 
1:3) and in this time of global anxiety, we all need light. Keep in mind this 
reminder that Christian worship in the church or in the home on Sundays and feast 
days is always voiced in the plural – we, us, and ours – even when one is 
worshipping by oneself.  
 
 
Centering  
Make the sign of the cross and say 
O Lord, (+) open our lips 
And our mouth will proclaim your praise.  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Pray this hymn  
or sing it to the tune of “Praise God from whom all blessings flow”  
O blest memorial of Christ’s death 
O living bread, to all give breath. 
Grant that our souls might taste and see, 
Your precious gift which sets us free. 
 
Lord Jesus, Pelican of grace,* 
O Savior, show to us your face, 
Your saving blood will cleanse us all, 
As your Commandment we recall. 
 
O Jesus, glory be to you, 
Whose Passion did the world renew, 
And to the Father, God above, 
And to the Spirit, God of Love.  
 
 
 

 
* A mother feeds her hungry children first. The Pelican in Her 
Piety alludes to the medieval belief that a mother pelican 
without food for her infants will pluck her breast in order that 
they might drink her blood and thus live. For our ancestors in 
the faith, this was a poignant image of Christ giving wine as 
blood to his followers for generations to come. 
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Psalms 
After a time of silence, pray Psalm 67 aloud, pausing briefly after the asterisk 
 
O God be gracious to us and bless us,* 
    and make your face to shine upon us, 
 
that your way may be known upon earth,* 
    your saving power among all nations. 

 

 Let the peoples praise you, O God;* 
    let all the peoples praise you. 
 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,* 
    for you judge the peoples with equity 
     and guide the nations upon earth. 
 

Let the peoples praise you, O God;* 
    let all the peoples praise you. 
 
The earth has yielded its increase;* 
    God, our God, has blessed us. 
 

O God, continue to bless us;* 
    let all the ends of the earth revere you. 
 
Pause for silence and stillness, and then pray Psalm 116 aloud 

I love you, O Lord,  
 because you have heard the voice of my supplication, * 
because you have inclined your ear to me  
 whenever I called upon you. 
 
How shall I repay the Lord * 
 for all the good things God has done for me? 
 
I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
 and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
 
I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 
 in the presence of all the people. 
 
Precious in the sight of the Lord * 
 is the death of God’s servants. 
 
    more . . . 
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O Lord, I am your servant; * 
 I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
  you have freed me from my bonds. 
 
I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
 and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
 
I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 
 in the presence of all God’s people, 
 
In the courts of the Lord’s house, * 
 in your midst, O Jerusalem. 
 
You can listen to this recording of the psalm from the Cathedral of Westminster 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hOjBqP9g4pg 
 
After a period of silence, say this prayer 
God of the covenant,  
as we celebrate the beginning of the paschal feast, 
we long for the table of the Lord in whom we have salvation, life, and resurrection. 
Renew the power of your Son’s presence in our service to one another and to you, 
so that with Christ we may pass from this life to the glory of your kingdom, 
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Word of God 
Read each story aloud without rushing and let the images enter your consciousness  
 
A reading from the Book of Exodus 
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for 
you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the 
whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb 
for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole 
lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in 
proportion to the number of people who eat of it. This is how you shall eat it: your 
loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall 
eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land of 
Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both 
human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am 
the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I 
see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike 
the land of Egypt. This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall 
celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe 
it as a perpetual ordinance.  
Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 
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A reading from the Gospel of Mark 
On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his 
disciples said to him, “Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for 
you to eat the Passover?” So he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, “Go into 
the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him, and wherever 
he enters, say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks, Where is my guest 
room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a large 
room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.” So the 
disciples set out and went to the city, and found everything as he had told them; 
and they prepared the Passover meal. 
 
When it was evening, he came with the twelve. And when they had taken their 
places and were eating, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one 
who is eating with me.” They began to be distressed and to say to him one after 
another, “Surely, not I?” He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is 
dipping bread into the bowl with me. For the Son of Man goes as it is written of 
him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been 
better for that one not to have been born.” 
 
While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, 
gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and after 
giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. He said to them, 
“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly I tell you, I 
will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in 
the kingdom of God.” 
Mark 14:12-25 
 
Canticle 
Listen to this haunting setting of a canticle appointed for Maundy Thursday: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPb0PYS_aYg 

 Where charity and love are: there God is. 
 The love of Christ has gathered us into one.  
 Let us exult, and in him be joyful. 
 Let us fear and love the living God. 
 And from a sincere heart, let us love each other. 
 Where charity and love are: there God is. 
 Whenever we are gathered as one, 
 Lest we in mind be divided, let us be wary: 
 Let malicious quarrels cease and let strife give way. 
 In the midst of us is Christ our God. 
 Where charity and love are: there God is. 
 Together with the blessed may we see your face, O Christ, 
 A joy that is immense, through infinite ages of ages. Amen.
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A meditation on Maundy Thursday by Monika Hellwig 
 
Because the Eucharist is first and foremost the celebration of the divine hospitality 
made present to us in the person of Jesus, it is an action which addresses every 
form of inhospitality in our world, confronting it with the image of what might be 
and what ought to be. Jesus, as the outreach of divine hospitality, is not only the 

primary hospitality of creation but also the 
redemptive hospitality of healing grace.  
 
At its simplest level of sharing food, the 
Eucharist signals that in God’s world there is 
room for all. We are therefore challenged to 
solve the problems of the world by sharing – 
not by excluding people, not by eliminating 
people, not by killing. At its other level of 
symbolism, pointing to the paschal mystery 
as signaled by the Exodus event, the 

Eucharist bids us share in promoting and celebrating the liberation of the poor, the 
oppressed, and the marginalized or excluded because these are in a special way 
the people of God. 
 
Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need 
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household  
Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
 And grant us your salvation. 
Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
 Let your people sing with joy. 
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
 For only in you can we live in safety. 
Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
 And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
Inspire our leaders with wisdom and compassion; 
 Give them sound judgment in this time of pandemic. 
Let your healing power flow throughout the earth; 
 Your saving health among all nations. 
Let not the needy and poor, O Lord, be forgotten; 
 Nor the hope of the unemployed be taken away. 
Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
 And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer follows 
 
 
 



	   7	  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Merciful God, 
In the anxiety and confusion of this world, 
You do not cease to be present to us  
with your Word and Spirit. 
Trusting in your gracious will for your creation, 
we ask you to come to the aid of your people: 
Strengthen the flock you have gathered from east to west, 
and preserve us in the bonds of charity. 
This we ask in the Name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Listen to this well-known hymn sung on Maundy Thursday,  
“Sing, my tongue, the glorious mystery” –  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3M4uUJibpvw 
 
Of the glorious Body telling, 
O my tongue, its mysteries sing, 
And the Blood, all price excelling, 
Which the world's eternal King, 
In a noble womb once dwelling 
Shed for the world's ransoming. 
 
Given for us, descending, 
Of a Virgin to proceed, 
One with us in converse blending, 
Scattered he the Gospel seed, 
Till his sojourn drew to ending, 
Which he closed in wondrous deed. 
 
At the last great Supper lying 
Circled by his friendly band, 
Meekly with the law complying, 
First he finished its command. 
Then, immortal Food supplying, 
Gave himself with his own hand. 
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The Word as Flesh makes true bread 
into flesh by a word 
and the wine becomes the Blood of Christ. 
And if human sense is deficient, 
Faith alone suffices 
To strengthen a sincere heart. 
 
Therefore we, before him bending, 
This great Sacrament revere; 
Types and shadows have their ending, 
For the newer rite is here; 
Faith, our outward sense befriending, 
Makes the inward vision clear. 
 
Glory let us give, and blessing 
To the Father and the Son; 
Honor, might, and praise addressing, 
While eternal ages run; 
Ever too his love confessing, 
Who, from both, with both is one. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
Make the sign of the cross as you say  
May the (+) God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
make us complete in every good thing so that we may do God’s will. Amen.  
 
Giving thanks at table 
You are welcome to use this thanksgiving whenever you have a meal this day. 
 
O Lord, the lover of life, 
You feed the birds of the skies 
And array the lilies of the field. 
 
Your people bless you for all your creatures 
And for the food and drink we are about to receive. 
 
We humbly pray that in your goodness 
You will provide for all those who are hungry.  
 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
May your gifts refresh us, O God, 
And your grace give us strength. 
Amen. 
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The Collect for Maundy Thursday 
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it 
thankfully in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries 
gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
	  
The biblical readings for Maundy Thursday 
Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14 
Psalm 116:1, 10-17 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
The readings are found here: 
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/HolyWk/MaundyTh_RCL.html 
 
Notes 
Image 1: Sieger Köder, “The Meal,” 1996 
Opening acclamation: The Book of Common Prayer 1979 
Hymn 1: Benedictine Daily Prayer: A Short Breviary, second edition, Collegeville: 
 The Liturgical Press, 2015 
Image 2: “The Pelican in Her Piety,” Anglican parish church, Rodbourne, England 
Psalms and biblical readings: New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible, 
 Washington, DC: The National Council of Churches, 1989 
Psalm 116: recorded by the Westminster Cathedral Choir at the Cathedral of the 
 Most Precious Blood, Westminster, London, Holy Thursday, 2010 
Opening Prayer: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers, Nashville: Consultation on 
 Common Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers 
Canticle 1: “Ubi caritas, Deus ibi est,” early medieval text; musical setting by Ola 
 Gjeilo; recorded by the German women’s ensemble Sjaella 
Meditation: Monika Hellwig, The Eucharist and the Hunger of the World, New 
 York: Sheed and Ward, 1992  
Image 3: Margaret Ackland, “The Last Supper,” 1993, in Judi Fisher, Judi, and Janet 
 Wood, A Place at the Table: Women at the Last Supper, Melbourne: Joint 
 Board of Christian Education, 1993 
Prayers and Lord’s Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer 1979 
Concluding Prayer: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers, Nashville: Consultation 
 on Common Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers 
Canticle 2: Thomas Aquinas, “Pange lingua gloriosi,” musical setting by Paul 
 Gibson; recorded by Chorus Angelorum, conducted by Dominic MacAller  
Blessing: The Book of Common Worship, Westminster John Knox Press, 1993 
Thanksgiving at Table: “Blessings at Table,” Proclaim Praise: Daily Prayer for Parish 
 and Home, Chicago; Liturgy Training Publications, 1995  
	  
	  


