TACOMA, WASHINGTON

SUNDAY WORSHIP
Palm Sunday | Sunday of the Passion
April 5, 2020
WORSHIP IN THE HOUSEHOLD
The Antonine Plague of 165, the Plague of Justinian in 541, and the Bubonic
Plague of 1348 found priests and deacons ministering among the sick and dying –
and then contracting the disease and dying. Rather than gather in community
centers and, later, in parish churches or cathedrals, the Christian people worshiped
in their homes. Some believed, sadly, that God sent disease as punishment for
human immorality. We have heard this line of thought voiced in the past weeks by
a number of prominent evangelical preachers in the U.S. In this view, Christ
appears as the judge who separates sheep (“good Christians”) from goats (“immoral
people”). Others, however, viewed the plague as the opportunity to act with
charity toward those who suffer. For them, the image of the suffering Christ and the
image of Mary holding her dead son in loving embrace were prominent.
We are a church, a people that holds to the second view. For us, discovering the
origin and appropriate treatment of disease is the province of medical
professionals, not preachers. We hold that God does not “punish” God’s creatures
with sickness but rather loves them and desires that they flourish. Medicine can
thus be an agent of grace. Christian faith in Jesus and his healing work, his selfgiving in life and in death, invite us into an ethic of care for anyone who suffers in
this world. Leave judgment to cranky old
preachers: it is its own reward.
It was the English mystic, Julian of Norwich,
alive during the Plague of 1348, who called
Christ our Mother – the mother who feeds her
children with life, not death. Jean Janzen’s
paraphrase of Julian’s writing offers this image
as we keep Palm Sunday and the proclamation
of Matthew’s Passion: “Mothering Christ, you
took my form, offering me your food of light,
grain of new life and grape of love, your very body for my peace.” We are keeping
a fast from communion and yet we know as a sacramental people that the Holy
Three are with us in this time of trial, offering us light, life, love, and peace. Let us
hold to these gifts in the days ahead.
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Preparation
It is Palm Sunday. While we are accustomed to receiving palm fronds at church for
our procession and for framing sacred images at home, we do not have them this
year. No matter: today’s gospel says that the people “cut branches from the trees”
(Matthew 21:8). Indeed, for most of Christian history, people have used whatever
branch was available in their location: forsythia, olive, evergreen, or pussy willow
– and many more. Gather a cluster of branches – no flowers, please – and place
them directly on your table (tied with ribbon) or in a vase if they need water. By all
means, light a candle if you can. It would be most appropriate to place a crucifix or
cross on your table. A gentle reminder that Christian worship in the church or in
the home on Sunday is always voiced in the plural – we, us, and ours – even when
one is worshipping by oneself.
Centering
Make the sign of the cross and say
Blessed be (+) the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.
Read aloud the procession gospel, Matthew 21:1-11
When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them,
“Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied,
and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to
you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.”
This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,
“Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey
and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them.
A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from
the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that
followed were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?”
The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”
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Pray this hymn text aloud or sing along with the recording noted below
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Hark! all the tribes hosanna cry;
O Savior meek, pursue your road
with palms and scattered garments strowed.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die:
O Christ, your triumphs now begin
o'er captive death and conquered sin.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
The winged squadrons of the sky
look down with sad and wond'ring eyes
to see th’approaching sacrifice.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Your last and fiercest strife is nigh;
the Father on his sapphire throne
expects his own anointed Son.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die;
bow your meek head to mortal pain,
then take, O God, your pow'r and reign.
The Choir of King’s College Cambridge sings the hymn here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g-qDQSjnzH8
After a time of silence, pray this prayer
Merciful God,
your strength and courage pour forth
to sustain the witness of your faithful people.
Awaken in us the humility to serve
wherever creation is broken and in need,
that we may follow in the way of our Savior, Jesus Christ,
die as he did to all that separates us from you,
and with him be raised to new life,
who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Word of God for Palm Sunday | The Sunday of the Passion
The Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be read. On Palm
Sunday, the Gospel of the day is read at the Gathering. The Passion of Christ, a
second reading from the Gospel, follows a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a
Psalm, and a reading from the early church. The first three scripture texts can be
found here:
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/HolyWk/APalmSun_RCL.html
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
If you have time, listen to this setting of Psalm 31:9-16, sung beautifully to the tune
Consolation in the Scottish Metrical Psalter of 1650:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzPJlk8xPvY
Philippians 2:5-11
Read this gospel text aloud
[After he was arrested and condemned], Jesus stood before the governor; and the
governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Judeans?” Jesus said, “You say so.”
But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. Then
Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make against
you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor
was greatly amazed.
Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the
crowd, anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner,
called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate
said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you,
Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” For he
realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed
him over. While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his
wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that
innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal
because of a dream about him.” Now the chief priests and
the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and
to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them,
“Which of the two do you want me to release for you?”
And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus
who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” Then he
asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be
crucified!”
So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning,
he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am
innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” Then the people as a whole
answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” So he released Barabbas for
them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.
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Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and
they gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet
robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head.
They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying,
“Hail, King of the Judeans!” They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on
the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes
on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.
As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they
compelled this man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called
Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed
with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had crucified
him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; then they sat down
there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the charge against him,
which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Judeans.”
Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.
Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who
would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the
Son of God, come down from the cross.” In the same way the chief priests also,
along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, “He saved others; he
cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross
now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he
wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” The bandits who were crucified with him
also taunted him in the same way.
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until
three in the afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried
with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of
the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for
Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it
with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to
drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah
will come to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a loud
voice and breathed his last. At that moment the curtain of
the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks
were split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had
fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and
entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those
with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took
place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”
Matthew 27:11-54
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A poetic meditation on the gospels by Elizabeth Jennings
Love me in my willingness to suffer
Love me in the gifts I wish to offer
Teach me how you love and have to die
And I will try.
Somehow to forget myself and give
Life and joy so dead things start to live.
Let me show how an untrammelled joy
Gold without alloy.
You know I have no cross but want to learn,
How to change and to the poor would turn.
I can almost worship stars and moon
And Sun at noon.
But when I’m low I only beg you to
Ask me anything: I’ll try to do
What you need. I trust your energy.
Share it then with me.
Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household
Lord, you heard the lament of your people in Egypt.
Receive the lament of crucified and oppressed people among us.
Make haste to help them and they will be saved.
Lord, you healed the lepers who presented themselves before you.
Heal the sick, strengthen physicians and nurses, and comfort the dying.
Make haste to help them and they will be saved.
You gave sight to the blind and strength to the paralyzed.
Make everyone able to see and speak of your love.
Make haste to help them and they will be saved.
You called the dead back to life. You restored them to the light.
Do not allow death to reign, give life to your servants.
Make haste to help them and they will be saved.
You ate with sinners and forgave every sin.
Look at our misery and sorrow and forgive all our sins.
Come quickly to our help and we will be saved.
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Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Lord our God,
In the confusion and loneliness of this world,
You do not cease to be present to us
With your Word and Spirit.
Trusting in your abundant mercy,
We ask you to come to the aid of your people,
Strengthen the flock you have gathered,
And preserve us in the bonds of charity.
This we ask in the Name of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Listen to this well-known hymn, “O sacred head sore wounded”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3M4uUJibpvw
Blessing
Make the sign of the cross as you say
May the (+) God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus,
make us complete in every good thing so that we may do God’s will. Amen.
Giving thanks at table
You are welcome to use this thanksgiving whenever you are at table this day and
through Maundy Thursday, April 9.
Lord Jesus Christ,
May our fasting turn us toward all who are in need.
Bless this table, our good food, and our lives.
Send us into the week ahead with good cheer,
And bring us at last to your Passover from death to life.
Amen.

	
  

7	
  

Notes
Opening acclamation: The Book of Common Prayer 1979
Hymn 1: Hymnal 1982 #156
Opening Prayer: Revised Common Lectionary Prayers, Nashville: Consultation on
Common Texts, 2002; administered by Augsburg Fortress Publishers
Biblical readings from The New Revised Common Lectionary adapted for Episcopal
Use, 2006
Gospel reading: New Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible, Washington, DC:
The National Council of Churches, 1989
Meditation: Elizabeth Jennings, “Prayer for Holy Week,” in Mark Pryce, Literary
Companion to the Lectionary: Readings throughout the Year, Fortress, 2002
Prayers: Andrea Riccardi and the Community of Sant’Egidio, “Song of Intercession,
in The Sant’Egidio Book of Prayer, Ave Maria Press, 2009
The Lord’s Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer 1979
Concluding Prayer: Andrea Riccardi and the Community of Sant’Egidio, The Sant’
Egidio Book of Prayer, Ave Maria Press, 2009
Hymn 2: Hymnal 1982 #168
Blessing: The Book of Common Worship, Westminster John Knox Press, 1993
Thanksgiving at Table: Bishops’ Committee on the Liturgy, Catholic
Household Blessings & Prayers, United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, 1988
Image 1: Fra Bartolommeo, “Pieta,” 1516
Image 2: Jesus Mafa Community, “Crucifixion,” early 1970s, Cameroon
Image 3: Father Paul Czerwonka, “Icon of the Holy Face,” date unknown 	
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