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Easter Sunday 
When it comes to keeping time in the church, we follow the Great Tradition and 
begin a “day” at sunset the night before. In this regard, we continue the Jewish 
practice of keeping time in which one day begins with sunset and then ends with 
sunset the following day: “God called the light Day, and the darkness God called 
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day” (Genesis 1:5). 
Christmas begins on Christmas Eve at sunset: ring a bell? And thus Easter begins on 
Easter Eve at sunset; it does not begin with sunrise on Easter morning. Thus, when 
Christians gather for worship on Easter Sunday, they are continuing what began the 
night before. 

 
Our English term “Easter” developed 
from an Old English word Eastrun 
which, itself, is related to the name of 
a Germanic goddess, Eostre, a fertility 
deity who was celebrated in the 
month of April: thus, the secular 
keeping of Easter with rabbits, spring 
flowers, spring fashion, and garden 
photographs. For most of the Christian 
world, the term used to describe the 
keeping of the Three Days and the 

mother of all Sundays is Pascha or Paschal Sunday, derived from the Greek term for 
Passover. What Christians celebrate on this “day” and for Fifty Days is Christ’s 
passing over from death to life, a life, a Presence that is now present throughout the 
cosmos – and – our passing over with him through the waters of Holy Baptism, 
anointing with fragrant chrism, being enlightened, and receiving Holy Communion. 
Consequently, Easter is not a one-day affair after which everything goes back to 
“normal,” but rather seven weeks of being invited to enter the New Creation, of 
participating in Christ’s mission in this world of promoting love and justice, 
forgiveness and peace. 
 
Or say it this way: the keeping of Easter for Fifty Days holds the promise of new 
beginnings, of many second chances, of life emerging where it is unexpected. And 
does this time, our time, not desperately need such a promise?  
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But the keeping of Easter rightly recognizes that much hard labor is needed for life 
to emerge and be sustained: physicians, nurses, and other medical workers striving, 
at risk to their own lives, to care for stricken patients; grocery and pharmacy 
workers providing truly essential service, also at great risk, so that food, drink, and 
medicine might be available; paramedics, fire fighters, and police officers offering 
protection, safety, and emergency services; volunteers continuing to provide 
baskets and boxes of food for the millions of Americans now without work; 
caregivers in nursing and retirement communities giving much needed attention to 
many of our most vulnerable sisters and brothers; animal rescue workers who 
liberate abused animals and shelter, feed and heal them.  
 Far from bunny rabbits, chocolate Easter eggs, and spring fashion, the 
keeping of the Fifty Days is rightly marked by Christian support and gratitude for 
the many who labor to sustain life.  
 
Preparation 
Many churches and cathedrals will be live-streaming services on Easter Sunday. It 
will not be difficult to find such a service if one has access to the Internet. At the 
same time, we hold that the household is a center of worship and prayer and that 
on this day, one can set aside a few moments to pray by oneself or with others 
portions of the Daily Office or Liturgy of the Hours.  
The most obvious change would be in color, moving from the red of Holy Week to 
the white and gold of the Easter season. A rubric from the medieval church, 
however, said that color should not really matter: whatever is one’s best clothing or 
one’s best tablecloth, regardless of color, should be used on the great festivals of 
Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost. Should you have the chance, welcome flowers to 
your table. In many Christian countries, flowering or green branches adorn sacred 
images throughout the home, as well as photographs of one’s beloved dead who 
are alive to God.  
The paschal fast has ended but in a region and a nation where millions of people 
are now without work and thus low on food, it behooves the Christian people to do 
everything they can to support our sisters and brothers through monetary 
contributions to local food pantries as well as contributions of packaged food to 
such centers. What did Mahatma Gandhi say? Live simply so that others might 
simply live. If you can find or purchase a new white candle, do so, and then light 
this candle, a sign of the light of Christ. Perhaps it is an old tradition not well 
known anymore, but Saturday before Easter was devoted to cleaning one’s home 
and washing clothes and bed linens – a Spring cleaning – in preparation for Easter.  
 
	  

 
Centering  
Make the sign of the cross and say: 
Alleluia. (+) Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  
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Hymn 
Sing this hymn, in Hymnal 1982 204, with the choir of Ely Cathedral at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_bwVEIxKp-0 
 
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,  
Wheat that in the dark earth many years has lain;  
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:  
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.  
 
In the grave they laid Him, Love Whom we had slain,  
Thinking that He’d never wake to life again,  
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:  
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.  
 
Up He sprang at Easter, like the risen grain,  
He that for three days in the grave had lain;  
Up from the dead my risen Lord is seen:  
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.  
 
When our hearts are saddened, grieving or in pain,  
By Your touch You call us back to life again;  
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:  
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
Psalms 
After a time of silence, pray Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24, pausing briefly after the asterisk 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; * 
 God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
Let Israel now proclaim, * 
 “God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
The Lord is my strength and my song, * 
 and has become my salvation. 
 
There is a sound of exultation and victory * 
 in the tents of the righteous: 
 
The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! * 
 the right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
  the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!” 
 
I shall not die, but live, * 
 and declare the works of the Lord. 
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The Lord has punished me sorely, * 
 but did not hand me over to death. 
 
Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
 I will enter them; 
  I will offer thanks to the Lord. 
 
“This is the gate of the Lord; * 
 here the righteous may enter." 
 
I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
 and have become my salvation. 
 
The same stone which the builders rejected * 
 has become the chief cornerstone. 
 
This is the day that the Lord has made; * 
 let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 
Keep silence and stillness, and then pray Psalm 150 
 
Praise the Lord! 
Praise God in the sanctuary; * 
     praise God in the mighty firmament! 

 
Praise God for mighty deeds; * 
     praise God for surpassing greatness! 
 
Praise God with trumpet sound; * 
     praise God with lute and harp! 
 
Praise God with tambourine and dance; * 
     praise God with strings and pipe! 
 

Praise God with clanging cymbals; * 
     praise God with loud clashing cymbals! 
 

Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! * 
 Praise the Lord! Hallelujah! 
 
 
 
After a period of silence, say the following prayer 
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O God,  
who for our redemption  
gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross,  
and by his glorious resurrection  
delivered us from the power of our enemy:  
Grant us so to die daily to sin,  
that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Word of God for Easter Sunday 
Read each text aloud without rushing and let the images enter your consciousness.  
 
A reading from the Letter to the Colossians 
If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with 
him in glory. 
 
Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, 
evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). On account of these the wrath of God is 
coming on those who are disobedient. These are the ways you also once followed, 
when you were living that life. 
 
But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and 
abusive language from your mouth. Do not lie to one another; seeing that you have 
stripped off the old self with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new 
self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator.  In 
that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! 
Colossians 3:1-11 
 
After a period of silence 
 
A reading from the Gospel of John 
Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been 
lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are 
you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not 
know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and 
saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?”  
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Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 
“Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 
you have laid him, and I will take him way.”  
Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to 
him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 
Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father.  
But go to my brothers and say to them,  
‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father,  
to my God and your God.’”  
 

 
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord” and 
she told them that he had said these things to her. 
John 20:11-18 

 
A meditation for Easter Sunday by Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Whatever you believe about how the Resurrection happened isn’t all that 
important. Some people felt that it was a physical resurrection; that the physical 
body was raised up. Then Paul came on the scene. He had been trained in Greek 
philosophy and had read a little of Plato and others who believed in the 
immortality of the soul, and so he tried to synthesize the Greek doctrine of the 
immortality of the soul with the Hebrew doctrine of resurrection. And he talked 
about a spiritual body.  
 
Yet whatever view you hold isn’t important right now. The important thing is that 
that Resurrection did occur. The important thing is that that grave was empty. The 
important thing is the fact that Jesus had given himself to certain eternal truths and 
eternal principles that nobody could crucify. So all the nails in the world could 
never pierce his truth. All the crosses of the world could never block his love. All 
the graves in the world could never bury his goodness.  
 
And so today the Jesus and the God that we worship are inescapable. We can talk 
this morning about the inescapable Christ. Why? He lives today in society; he lives 
today in our lives; he lives today in the world. And this is our hope. This is what 
keeps us going. So you can go out this morning with new hope, new hope for the 
future. No matter how dark it gets, realize that God ultimately transforms your 
Good Friday into your Easter, our Easter. 
 
And so this morning, let us not be disillusioned. Let us not lose faith. So often 
we’ve been crucified. We’ve been buried in numerous graves—the grave of 
economic insecurity, the grave of exploitation, the grave of oppression. We’ve 
watched justice trampled over and truth crucified.  
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But I’m here to tell you this morning: Easter proclaims that it won’t be like that all 
the way. It reminds us that God has a light that can shine amid all of the darkness. 
And he can bring all the light of day out of the darkness of midnight. 
 
So often we come to those points when it gets dark. It seems that the light of life is 
out. The sunlight of day moves out of our being and out of the rest of our faith. We 
get disillusioned and confused and give up in despair. But if we will only look 
around we will discover that God has another light. And when we discover that, 
we need never walk in darkness. I’ve seen this so often in my own personal 
experience. For when it was dark and tragedy all around, when it seemed that the 
light of day had gone out, I got enough strength in my being to turn around only to 
discover that God had another light.  
 
This would be a tragic universe if God had only the light of day. But I came to see 
in a way that I’d never seen it before, that God has another light, a light that can 
guide you and me through the darkness of any midnight. Are you disillusioned on 
this Easter morning? Are you confused about life? Have you been disappointed? 
Have your highest dreams and hopes been buried? I say to you: “Don’t give up, 
because God has another light, a resurrection light, and it is the light of Christ that 
can shine amid the darkness of a thousand midnights.”  
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Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need 
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household:  
 
On this Easter Day marked by both sorrow and joy, our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all in need include both heartfelt lament and fervent praise.  
 
God our Sanctuary, we lament that we cannot gather today for public worship yet 
we give you thanks for the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave, for our 
baptismal washing in his life, for your presence among us in the Word of God, and 
for the hope the Gospel brings us. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
God our Creator, we give you thanks for the beauty of your earth and we lament 
that our manner of life has harmed your creation and that our efforts to repair your 
earth are now postponed. Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
 
God our Physician, we pray for all who suffer and those we now name before you. 
We pray for those who struggle with the effects of the coronavirus, the exhaustion 
of medical staff, the loss of employment, and the scarcity of supplies. We give you 
thanks for health wherever it thrives, for the dedication of medical workers and 
volunteers, and the generosity of benefactors. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
God our Life Eternal, we commend to you our beloved dead and the thousands 
who have died. We pray that the power of Christ’s risen life will bring consolation 
to all who mourn and strength to your people who continue his healing ministry. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We give thanks to you on this Easter Day for your promise of the eternal banquet, 
when sickness and death, mourning and grief will be no more. Strengthen us to be 
signs of your mercy and steadfast love in the world today. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.  
  
Into your hands, O Giver of Life, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your mercy, for the sake of him who lived, died, and rose for us, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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As you cause the sun to rise, O God, 
Bring the light of the risen Christ to dawn in our lives. 
Give us grace to reflect Christ’s light: 
Let his love show in our deeds, 
His peace shine in our words, 
And his healing in our touch,  
That all may give you praise, now and forever. 
Amen  
 
Blessing 
 

Make the sign of the cross as you say: 
May the (+) God of peace, who brought back from the dead  
our Lord Jesus, make us complete in every good thing  
so that we may do God’s will. Amen.  
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 
Hymn 
Listen to this beloved Easter hymn, “Jesus Christ is risen today” 
https://ms.augsburgfortress.org/audio/JesusChristIsRisenToday.mp3 
 
 
The Collect for Easter Sunday 
The collect for Easter Sunday follows the Psalms  
	  
The biblical readings for Easter Sunday  
Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43 
John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10 
The readings are found here: 
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEasterPrin_RCL.html 
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 early 1970s 
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Hymn 1: “Now the green blade rises,” Hymnal 1982 204 
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Image 3: He Qi, “Do Not Hold On To Me,” 2013  
Meditation for Easter Sunday: Martin Luther King, Jr., “Easter Sunday Sermon,”  
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Image 4: “Jesus, Divine Drummer” Jyoti Sahi, India, 2007. 
Prayers: Revised from Evangelical Lutheran Church in America online worship for 
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The Lord’s Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer 1979 
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