TACOMA, WASHINGTON

HOUSEHOLD WORSHIP
The Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2020
Watch out for thieves and bandits
In the gospel reading for this fourth Sunday of Easter, Jesus refers to himself as the
gate for the sheep. While it would be tempting to imagine a pastoral scene, this is
not the time for images of worn wood gates, fluffy lambs, or a man with long hair
dressed in a robe from the church Christmas pageant. The disciples, not always the
brightest bunch among Jesus’ followers, seem to think he is speaking about the
gates and sheep one would find in rural Palestine. Alas, the disciples come across
as simple literalists and thus fail to grasp that Jesus is using a herd image to speak
about the difference between trustworthy and rotten leaders.
A potent image contains more than one meaning. Thus,
Jesus speaks about a shepherd leading sheep to pasture. It is
an allusion to Moses’ request that God appoint a leader to
guide the Hebrews into the Promised Land after their
wilderness journey: “Let the Lord appoint someone over the
congregation who shall go out before them and come in
before them, who shall lead them out and bring them in, so
that the congregation of the Lord may not be like sheep
without a shepherd” (Numbers 27:16-17). The Lord then
tells Moses to select Joshua, whose name, quite similar to
the name Jesus, means “God is salvation” – a name most
appropriate for a people wandering under stress and
anxiety, a people looking for pasture, that is, looking for a
new life, health, and wholeness in the Promised Land.
Or it could be this: Jesus speaks of thieves and bandits, a reference to political
rulers and religious leaders who are neither wise nor compassionate in their duties
toward the people. What did he think of such terrible leaders? “Jesus saw a great
crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a
shepherd” (Mark 6:34). His use of the terms “thieves” and “bandits” might lead one
to discern a criticism of violent and unjust Roman leaders and their puppet rulers in
Roman Palestine (remember Herod Antipas who, at his birthday banquet, served up
the head of John the Baptist?). Or Jesus could be referring to religious leaders who
criticized him for being too merciful, too compassionate, too eager to break sacred
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laws for the sake of human wellbeing (remember his healing – working – on a day
devoted to absolute rest or his defense of hungry followers who plucked grain –
working again – on the sabbath?).
God the wounded shepherd
Rather than a greeting card image of cuddly lambs, the gospel for this Sunday in
the Easter season has more to do with how power is exercised in society: for the
good of the many in need or for the good of the few who, history indicates, take
advantage of the many in their quest for political or religious power over others?
Of course, there is but one shepherd, one leader for
Christians, and that is the God revealed in the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus. “The Lord is my
shepherd,” writes the psalmist, and one’s loyalty or
worship is thus due to this one alone: not the political
leader, not the religious leader, not the economic
leader, not the entertainer. Indeed, another psalm
presents an ethic of care flowing from God the
shepherd that is intended to shape the lives of the
baptized in this world: defend the weak, promote the
cause of the poor, rescue the vulnerable, protect against
the wicked. One wonders: what would our world be like if this psalm ethic were
chiseled into every government building, framed above every politician’s desk, and
included in every oath of office?
In these days of pandemic, how good it is to focus our hearts and minds on the
One who was willing to lay down his life in service to those who are frequently
overlooked or simply discarded by narcissistic and avaricious rulers. Indeed, as we
“wander in place” through this challenging passage we call a pandemic, this
Sunday’s gospel offers a promise of hope: there is pasture ahead, that is, there is
life, and health, and wholeness flowing from this wounded shepherd into the hands
of healthcare providers, scientists, wise and compassionate politicians, grocery
store clerks and pharmacists, school kitchen cooks, delivery and food pantry
workers, and housing activists – flowing into the hands and lives of Christ’s friends
in the world who in gestures and words, small and great, are cultivating hope –
greening pastures – in others.
Yes, it may feel as if we are walking through the valley of the shadow of death –
yet let us fear no evil. We are not alone: the wounded and risen One is with us,
leading us, calling us by name.
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Preparation
We have entered into the Great Fifty Days of Easter that will bring us to Pentecost.
While some Christian communities keep only Easter Sunday and then return to
“things normal,” it is not so for the majority of Christians throughout the world. We
keep seven weeks of “walking in newness of life,” to quote St. Paul. Worship in the
household can take place anywhere but it is most appropriate at table. After all, the
risen Christ frequently reveals himself during meals: at Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35); in
a Jerusalem apartment (Luke 24:36-43); by the Sea of Tiberias (John 21:1-14). The
color appointed for the Easter season is white, the color that reflects and scatters all
visible wavelengths of light. Do you have a white tablecloth to dress your table?
And speaking of light, it is most appropriate to a light a new white candle for
household prayer in Easter, a reflection of the Paschal candle that will adorn the
church space once we return to worship together. Anglican spirituality holds that
all the senses reveal God’s presence – not just texts and speaking or singing.
Green blades or budding branches, flowers and incense mark festive holy days
among us and are rightly incorporated in household worship. Should you have a
crucifix, a cross, or an image of the risen Christ, let this holy artifact be present as
you gather to pray.
Centering
Make the sign of the cross and say
Alleluia. (+) Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Hymn
Join the Christ Church Assembly, Choir, and Organist Dr. Mark Brombaugh
in singing, “The King of Love my Shepherd is” (Hymnal 1982 #645) at:
https://soundcloud.com/user-351072722-73531756/hymn-the-king-of-love-myshepherd-is-christ-episcopal-church-tacoma-wa
The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never.
I nothing lack if I am his,
and he is mine forever.
Where streams of living water flow,
my ransomed soul he leadeth;
and where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.

	
  

3	
  

Perverse and foolish, oft I strayed,
but yet in love he sought me;
and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home, rejoicing, brought me.
In death's dark vale I fear no ill,
with thee, dear Lord, beside me;
thy rod and staff my comfort still,
thy cross before to guide me.
Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thy unction grace bestoweth;
and oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!
And so through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.
Collect
Pray this prayer
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people:
Grant that when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name,
and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The Word of God for the Fourth Sunday of Easter
The reading of the Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be
read. It follows after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading
from the early church. The first three scripture texts can be found here:
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster4_RCL.html
Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23
Listen to the Christ Church Choir sing the psalm at:
https://soundcloud.com/user-351072722-73531756/rutter-the-lord-is-myshepherd-the-christ-church-choir-tacoma-wa
1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10
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Read the gospel aloud without rushing. Allow the images to enter your
consciousness: let them find a home within.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Glory to you, Lord Christ
Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold
by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for
him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them
out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep
follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they
will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this
figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to
them.
So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not
listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come
in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.
I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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A meditation from the Passion of Perpetua and Felicity
On March 7, 203, Perpetua was put to death with her companion Felicity and other
Christians in the Roman arena of their North African city for refusing to renounce Christian
baptism and refusing to worship the Roman emperor. Prior to her martyrdom, Perpetua
wrote of her prison experience and her visions. Her prison memoir is the first known
document written by a Christian woman. In this excerpt, she presents her first vision.

My brother, imprisoned with me, said to me: “Dear sister, you are greatly honored
for your courage; surely you might ask for a vision to discover whether you are to
be condemned or freed.” Faithfully I promised that I would, for I knew that I could
speak with the Lord, whose great blessings I had come to experience. And so I said:
“I shall tell you tomorrow.” Then I made my request and this was the vision I had.
I saw a ladder of tremendous height made of bronze, reaching all the way to the
heavens, but it was so narrow that only one person could climb up at a time. To
the sides of the ladder were attached all sorts of metal weapons: there were swords,
spears, hooks, daggers, and spikes; so that if anyone tried to climb up carelessly or
without paying attention, the climber would be mangled and their flesh would
adhere to the weapons.
At the foot of the ladder lay a dragon of enormous
size, and it would attack those who tried to climb
up and try to terrify them from doing so. Saturus was
the first to go up. He had been the builder of our
strength, although he was not present when we
were arrested. And he arrived at the top of the
ladder and he looked back and said to me:
“Perpetua, I am waiting for you. But take care; don’t
let the dragon bite you.” “He will not harm me in the name of Christ Jesus,” I said,
Slowly, as though he were afraid of me, the dragon stuck his head out. Then, using
it as my first step, I trod on his head and went up.
I then saw an immense garden, and in it a silver-haired man sat in shepherd’s garb;
he was tall and milking sheep. And standing around him were many thousands of
people clad in white garments. He raised his head, looked at me, and said: “I am
glad you have come, my child.” He called me over to him and gave me a mouthful
of the milk he was drawing; and I took it into my cupped hands and consumed it.
And all those who stood around said: “Amen!”
At the sound of this word I came to, with the taste of something sweet still in my
mouth.
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Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household
Lord, you led your people into a promised land with green pastures:
Guide your people, born in the living stream of Holy Baptism, to newness of life.
Make haste to help us, merciful God.
God our Sovereign, you called judges, prophets and monarchs to lead your people:
Raise up among us enlightened and compassionate public servants.
Make haste to help us, merciful God.
Lord, you healed the many who presented themselves before you:
Heal the sick, strengthen physicians and nurses, and comfort the dying.
Make haste to help us, merciful God.
You have given us the earth as an abundant table of good food and drink:
Lead us to provide an equitable sharing of these gifts so that all may live.
Make haste to help us, merciful God.
You called the dead back to life and restored them to the light:
Do not allow death to reign over this world; give life to your servants.
Make haste to help us, merciful God.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
Now and forever. Amen.
Concluding collect
Receive these prayers, O God,
and transform us through them,
that we may have eyes to see and hearts to understand
not only what you do on our behalf,
but what you call us to do in this life
so that your will might be done on earth as it is in heaven.
We ask this in the Name of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, now and forever. Amen.
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Blessing
Make the sign of the cross as you say
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the everlasting covenant,
make us perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in us that which is well pleasing in his sight;
And the blessing of God Almighty, (+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
Be among us, and remain with us always. Amen.
Music for Oboe and Organ
“Sonata in G Minor: II. Largo e dolce,” BWV 1030b, by J.S. Bach performed at
Christ Church by Shannon Spicciati, oboe, and Mark Brombaugh, organ
https://soundcloud.com/user-351072722-73531756/sonata-in-g-minor-ii-largo-edolce-bach-christ-episcopal-tacoma-wa

Giving thanks at table
Use this thanksgiving whenever you are at table for breakfast, lunch, or dinner.

Come, Lord Jesus,
Be our Guest
And let these gifts to us be blessed.
Blessed be God who is our bread,
May all the world be clothed and fed.
Amen.
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