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A Misunderstood Disciple
It is not uncommon for Christian preachers, lyricists, and teachers to portray
Thomas the disciple as a “doubter,” weak in faith – a character trait to be avoided if
one claims to be Christian. Doubt? Aren’t Christians called to be sure and certain
in their faith, beliefs, and doctrines? Isn’t doubt a flaw in the make-up of someone
who says one thing in public worship but harbors questions or misgivings in
private? For those who follow a fundamentalist orientation toward life in general
and religion in particular, just about everything seems divided into black or white,
up or down, us or them, conviction or skepticism. How quickly this view leads the
overly pious to claim the “high ground” and imagine that any question asked, any
doubt raised, must be refused.
For this more than anything else, people raised in the faith have simply dropped
out: because parents or priests could not or would not welcome a question or a
doubt or were themselves unquestioning believers, simply accepting whatever they
were told. One wonders: Is faith in God and love of neighbor so fragile, so delicate,
that it cannot engage in a reasonable conversation, in an open-ended dialogue? So
often Christians and their preachers can forget that questioning or skepticism just
might be an expression of genuine care and a living, breathing curiosity. Indeed,
how many times do we find Jesus questioning what many took for granted in
society and religion? How many times did he not ask questions of those who
thought they had a secure hold on the truth? Can questions not be a sign of one’s
care, one’s love for another?
Perhaps this is why Eastern Orthodox Christians do not
belittle Thomas but see him instead as the one who loved
Jesus intensely. After all, it was Thomas who refused to let
Jesus travel alone to see his dead friend Lazarus. While the
others held back for fear of being stoned to death, it was
Thomas who said: “Let us also go that we may die with him”
(John 11:16). Those are not the words of a weak and wimpy
disciple. Thus, say our Orthodox friends, when Thomas
declared that he wanted to see the risen Christ in the flesh,
he was expressing his heartfelt desire to see the one he loved
so greatly.

Questioning and curiosity: can these not exist in a relationship marked by love, and
actually express a desire for that love to deepen?
It should be clear that Thomas wanted to see Jesus and be with him more than
anything else, his questioning an expression of his love. Such desire raises the
question: What do you love? What is your deepest desire? How do you answer that
question? For Thomas, nothing was more important than being with Jesus because
from this friendship all other matters of life came into perspective. Rather than a
pleasant compartment of life, the relationship Thomas experienced with Jesus was
at the center – yet a center large enough to welcome questions, doubts, and
curiosity. In today’s gospel, Jesus reveals himself to Thomas with the greeting of
Peace. He does not refuse or belittle his questioning. He comes to him with love.
What was Thomas’ response? After falling down before him in adoration, he turns
to us and asks: Who will fulfill your deepest longing?
Preparation
We have entered into the Great Fifty Days of Easter that will bring us to Pentecost.
While some Christian communities keep only Easter Sunday and then return to
“things normal,” it is not so for the majority of Christians throughout the world. We
keep seven weeks of “walking in newness of life,” to quote St. Paul. Worship in the
household can take place anywhere but it is most appropriate at table. After all, the
risen Christ frequently reveals himself during meals: at Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35); in
a Jerusalem apartment (Luke 24:36-43); by the Sea of Tiberias (John 21:1-14). The
color appointed for the Easter season is white, the color that reflects and scatters all
visible wavelengths of light. Do you have a white tablecloth to dress your table?
And speaking of light, it is most appropriate to a light a new white candle for
household prayer in Easter, a reflection of the Paschal candle that will adorn the
church space once we return to worship together. Perhaps you are familiar with the
Easter hymn written by John Crum, and English priest and hymn writer: “Now the
green blade riseth, from the buried grain” (Hymnal 1982 204). We are a form of
Christian faith that believes all the senses reveal God’s presence – not just texts and
speaking or singing. Green blades or budding branches, flowers and incense mark
festive holy days among us and are rightly incorporated in household worship.
Should you have a crucifix, a cross, or an image of the risen Christ, let this holy
artifact be present as you gather to pray.

Centering
Make the sign of the cross and say
Alleluia. (+) Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Hymn
Join the Liturgical Choir of the University of Notre Dame in singing this canticle of
praise at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g7-U55F_mEw
(The Hymnal 1982 #418)
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power, riches, wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
Sing with all the people of God
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
For the Lamb who was slain
has begun his reign. Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Collect
Pray this prayer
Almighty and everlasting God,
who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of reconciliation:
Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body
may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
“Paschal” is the English form of the Greek word pascha that translates the Hebrew word
for Passover. The Paschal mystery refers to the passover of Jesus Christ from death to his
presence throughout the cosmos.

The Word of God for The Second Sunday of Easter
The reading of the Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be
read. It follows after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading
from the early church. The first three scripture texts can be found here
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster2_RCL.html
Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Psalm 16
Listen to the Choir of Exeter Cathedral sing the psalm at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ahvnKwSt_eE
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20:19-31
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Glory to you, Lord Christ
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send
you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the
sins of any, they are retained."
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord."
But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe."
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace
be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands.
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas
answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
come to believe."
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are
not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life
in his name.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

A Poetic Reflection on the Gospel by John Updike
Make no mistake: if He rose at all
It was as His body;
If the cell's dissolution did not reverse, the molecules
reknit, the amino acids rekindle,
the Church will fall.
It was not as the flowers,
Each soft Spring recurrent;
It was not as His Spirit in the mouths and fuddled
eyes of the eleven apostles;
It was as His flesh; ours.
The same hinged thumbs and toes
The same valved heart
That-pierced-died, withered, paused, and then
Regathered out of enduring Might
New strength to enclose.
Let us not mock God with metaphor,
Analogy, sidestepping, transcendence;
Making of the event a parable, a sign painted in the
Faded credulity of earlier ages:
Let us walk through the door.
The stone is rolled back, not papier-mâché,
Not a stone in a story,
But the vast rock of materiality that in the slow
grinding of time will eclipse for each of us
The wide light of day.
And if we have an angel at the tomb,
Make it a real angel,
Weighty with Max Planck's quanta, vivid with hair,
Opaque in the dawn light, robed in real linen
Spun on a definite loom.
Let us not seek to make it less monstrous,
For our own convenience, our own sense of beauty,
Lest, awakened in one unthinkable hour, we are
Embarrassed by the miracle,
And crushed by remonstrance.

Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household
For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of
our souls, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the
unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy
For our bishop, clergy, ministers, and all the people of God, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our nation, the leaders of nations, and all in authority, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this city, for all towns, and rural communities, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the good earth that God has given into our care, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who suffer with illness, those infected by the coronavirus, and for all who
serve them at risk to their own lives, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For those who are challenged by isolation, loss of employment, food insecurity,
lack of healthcare, and homelessness, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance from global pandemic, from all danger, violence, oppression, and
degradation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all who have (+) died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
In the communion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Thomas, St. Mary Magdalene,
and all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to
Christ our God.
To you, O Lord our God.
The Lord’s Prayer follows …

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
Now and forever. Amen.
Open our hearts, O God, to your power moving within us,
until your glory is revealed in our love of both friend and enemy,
in communities transformed by justice and compassion,
and in the healing of all that is wounded in this world.
We ask this in the Name of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, now and forever. Amen.
Blessing
Make the sign of the cross as you say
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ,
the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,
make us perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in us that which is well pleasing in his sight;
And the blessing of God Almighty, (+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among us, and remain with us always. Amen.
Hymn
Enjoy listening to the Choir of King’s College Cambridge as they sing, “Now the
Green Blade Riseth,” at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4uz7KW9XiVU
Giving thanks at table
Use this thanksgiving whenever you are at table for breakfast, lunch, or dinner.
As you joined your disciples on the
day of resurrection,
Come be our guest now, Lord Jesus.
May the sharing of food and drink in
your presence,
Open our hearts and minds to all
who hunger and thirst,
And give us the will to serve them with joyful hearts.
Blessed are you in earth’s bounty.
Blessed are you in the sharing of earth’s many gifts.
Blessed are you: our Resurrection and our Life. Amen.
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