TACOMA, WASHINGTON
MOTHER JANET’S COVID-19 PASTORAL UPDATE – THURSDAY IN EASTER WEEK 2020
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN

“Easter Cross” 8” x 12”
Nathan Mason, Chicago, circa 1996
Dear Alleluia People,
When I was on the staff of St. James Cathedral, Chicago (1993-1999), I had the joy of
working on arts projects with member and artist Nathan Mason. Nathan was and still is deeply
connected with experimental artists and arts collectives throughout the city. He brought us
many interesting and challenging projects interweaving issues of faith and urban life.
Nathan himself was always experimenting with various media and ideas. One project
involved transforming pieces of commercial religious “art” – like the “Christ in the Manger”
I found on my desk one Advent, and, the following Lent,
“Christ in Gethsemane, wrapped in pages of scripture.
The juxtaposition of Holy Word
and the familiar representations
that can be found in religious
goods stores, thrift shops and flea
markets is intriguing.
What is going on?

My favorite of all the pieces was and is “Easter Cross,” which, during the 50 Days of
Easter, is at the center of my place of prayer. Particularly this Easter, when the world is
struggling to rise out of the devastating coronavirus, Nathan’s “Easter Cross” speaks to me of
God’s presence in and redemption of our suffering – new life arising in beauty out of anguish
and sorrow. This letter is simply to share that image with you.
With love for you in Christ,
Janet+
THINGS TO KNOW:
Co-Directors of Music Kathryn Nichols and Mark Brombaugh are hard at work posting Christ
Church Music on our website: choir, organ and hymns recorded during our worship. Enjoy
them at https://christchurchtacoma.org/christ-church-choir-and-organ-recordings/
Father Torvend continues to prepare Household Worship for Sundays. Check the website
toward the end of the week for each Sunday’s offering:
https://christchurchtacoma.org/worship/household-worship-resources/
Zoom Small Group Gatherings with me will happen next week – “bring” something to share
that speaks to you of Easter. We’ll close each gathering by praying Compline, the church’s
bedtime prayer. Look for groupings and invitations coming to you by email in a day or two.

