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TACOMA, WASHINGTON 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 29, 2020 
 
WORSHIP IN THE HOUSEHOLD 
 
If we were to travel to Rome – when there were no pandemic restrictions – we 
would visit a number of churches named after women: Agnes, Cecilia, Sabina, and 
Prisca (her image below). Now you might be thinking: “OK, ancient Christian 
churches, who cares?” – and were this just a description of old buildings, it would 
be a fair question. But what these house churches reveal is this: women were 
leaders of worship in the early Christian households, something the historical Paul 
notes in his letter to Roman Christians: “I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a 
deacon of the church … Greet Prisca and Aquila and the church in their house” 
(Romans 16:1, 3, 5).  

 
What these churches indicate is the prominence of Christian 
women in a culture that demanded their silence and subjection to 
men. Was this “discipleship of equals” not encouraged by the 
historical Paul when he wrote that Holy Baptism initiates one into 
a community struggling to reject hierarchies: “There is no longer 
male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 
3:29)?  
 
In today’s gospel reading, we encounter Martha and Mary and 

their brother, Lazareth. A number of contemporary scholars make the provocative 
suggestion that these two women were leaders in household communities of the 
first Christians. In a world – our world – that continues to deny positions of 
leadership to women (think of the many Christian groups with no women leaders), 
we find evidence of the opposite in the early Christian tradition. And for this we 
can all say, Thanks be to God.  
 
Preparation 
 
Can you find a stone to place on your table in preparation for worship this coming 
Sunday? And by all means, if you can light a candle for prayer, please do: the 
gravestone is rolled away and Lazarus is raised from the “night” of the cave into the 
light and life of day. We have noted this before: Christian worship in the church or 
in the home on Sunday is always voiced in the plural – we, us, and ours – even 
when one is worshipping by oneself. Of course, in personal prayer – between you 
and the Holy One – it makes perfect sense to speak in the more intimate I. 
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Centering  
Make the sign of the cross and say: 
Blessed be (+) God who, on the first day, began creating,  
bringing light out of darkness and life out of death.  
 
Pray this canticle aloud with a brief pause at each asterisk:  
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, *  
 the desert shall rejoice and blossom;  
It shall blossom abundantly, *  
 and rejoice with joy and singing.  
They shall see the glory of the Lord, *  
 the majesty of our God.  
Strengthen the weary hands, *  
 and make firm the feeble knees.  
Say to the anxious, “Be strong, do not fear! *  
 Here is your God, coming with judgment to save you.”  
Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, *  
 and the ears of the deaf be unstopped.  
Then shall the lame leap like a deer, *  
 and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.  
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness *  
 and streams in the desert;  
The burning sand shall become a pool *  
 and the thirsty ground, springs of water.  
The ransomed of God shall return with singing, *  
 with everlasting joy upon their heads.  
Joy and gladness shall be theirs, *  
 and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
                         (Canticle D, Isaiah 35:1-7,10) 
 
If you have time, listen to this brief choral version of Isaiah 35:3-4: 
http://bibleasmusic.com/tag/isaiah-35/ 
 
After a time of silence, pray this prayer: 
God of all consolation and compassion, 
whose Son comforted the grieving sisters, Martha and Mary:  
your breath alone brings life to dry bones and weary souls. 
Pour out your Spirit upon us, 
that we may face despair and death 
with the hope of resurrection and faith in the One 
who called Lazarus forth from the grave, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Word of God for the Fifth Sunday in Lent 
The reading of the Gospel is the primary reading of the day and should always be 
read. It follows after a reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, a Psalm, and a reading 
from the early church. The first three scripture texts can be found here:  
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Lent/ALent5_RCL.html#gsp1 
 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Psalm 130 
If you have time, listen to this choral setting of Psalm 130 by John Rutter 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Yu1qcwWHPo 
Romans 8:6-11 
 
Read this gospel text aloud: 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, 
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does 
not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 
glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 
place where he was. 
 
Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples 
said to him, “Rabbi, the Judeans were just now trying to stone you, and are you 
going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those 
who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 
But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” After saying 
this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to 
awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 
right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he 
was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For 
your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 
Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that 
we may die with him.” 
 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 
Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Judeans 
had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha 
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said 
to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.”  
          [more]
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Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
 
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she 
got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but 

was still at the place where Martha 
had met him. The Judeans, who were 
with her in the house, consoling her, 
saw Mary get up quickly and go out. 
They followed her because they 
thought that she was going to the 
tomb to weep there. When Mary 
came where Jesus was and saw him, 
she knelt at his feet and said to him, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.” When 

Jesus saw her weeping, and the Judeans who came with her also weeping, he was 
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” 
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Judeans said, 
“See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the 
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
 
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 
was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the 
dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead 
four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see 
the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, 
“Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I 
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 
you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and 
his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 
Many of the Judeans therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus 
did, believed in him. 
(John 11:1-45) 
 
 
 
 



	   5	  

A meditation on the gospel reading by the Rev. Cynthia Kittredge 
 
 Bound to her sister, Martha urges Mary to go to Jesus. She goes, along with 
her friends who have come to console her. When she meets Jesus, she accuses 
him, using the same words as her sister. Mary is weeping, doing what mourning 
people do. So are her friends. And eventually so is Jesus. While I have heard 
preachers criticize weeping as a sign of weak faith, the text itself conveys no 
disapproval of weeping. Just as drinking wine at a wedding is the natural way to 
celebrate life (John 2:1-12), weeping is an appropriate behavior in response to the 
death of the one you love.  
 
 The story of grief in the Judean village of Bethany – of Martha, Mary, Jesus, 
and their friends at the death of Lazarus provides an important note of human 
reality in this gospel. The human reality of sickness and death brings people 
together, and the finality of loss and of death provoke all human beings to ask the 
ultimate question about what happens after death.  
 
 Was this story a way in which the later Christian community reflected upon 
the illness and death of its members in the time after Jesus’ resurrection? Martha 
confesses her belief: “You are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into 
the world.” In this, she represents the Christian community’s faith in Jesus as her 
words recall the words of the Prologue to John’s Gospel: “The true light which 
enlightens everyone was coming into the world.”  
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Prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need 
These intercessions may be used, adding others in each household:  
 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 
Silence 
 
For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who live alone. 
 
For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
For the proper care and protection of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the frightened. 
 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, Greg our Bishop, and all other ministers;  
For all who serve in Christ’s holy Church. 
 
For the special needs and concerns of this household and parish.  
Silence 
 
Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
 
We will exalt you, O God our Sovereign; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
We pray for all (+) the dead,  
that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 
Silence 
 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer follows
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
your Son came into the world 
to free us from sin and death. 
Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, 
that we may be strengthened in our life with Christ 
and serve your people in holiness and righteousness all our days. 
We ask through the our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
now and forever. Amen.  
 
Blessing 
Make the sign of the cross as you say: 
May the (+) God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
make us complete in every good thing so that we may do God’s will. 
Amen.  
 
Giving thanks at table 
The practice of giving thanks to God over food and drink at table – what some call 
“saying grace” – marked the practice of Jesus, his followers, and subsequent 
generations of Christians. You are welcome to use this thanksgiving whenever you 
are at table for breakfast, lunch, or dinner. 
 
O Lord, the lover of life, 
You feed the birds of the skies 
And array the lilies of the field. 
 
We bless you for all your creatures 
And for the food and drink we are about to receive. 
 
We humbly pray that in your goodness 
You will provide for all those who are hungry.  
 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
May your gifts refresh us, O God, 
And your grace give us strength. 
Amen. 
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